
The new Cross Border Xpress is being
hailed as a huge success. According to
Elizabeth Brown of CBX, the success of
the new facility is measured by:
• Percentage of total Tijuana

passengers using the CBX bridge. This
penetration rate rose to 26.8 percent of all
Tijuana passengers by December 2016.
• Total Passengers. The average

number of daily passengers in December
2016 rose to 5,817. Some 55 percent of
these passengers were northbound for the
United States and 45 percent were headed
south into Mexico
• Parking Occupancy. The 700-space

parking lot has already been deemed to be
too small! Plans are under way to expand
to allow for another 520 stalls.

Surprisinly, only 2 percent of the
travelers through the CBX are listing San
Diego as their place of residence.
Approximately 17 percent are from the

Los Angeles area and 4 percent are from
Orange County. And 700,000 northbound
travels were tourists from Mexico.
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Cross Border Express
Deemed a Huge Success

Multiple Projects
Under Way in

South San Diego
Councilman David Alvarez recently

delivered a comprehensive overview to
South County EDC members on the
economic development projects currently
under way in South San Diego. 

• The Metropolitan Airpark. This
public-private partnership between the
City of San Diego and Brown Field
International Business Park encompasses
331 acres of development at the airport
including aviation facilities with new jet
and helicopter operations, more than 1.3
million square feet of industrial and
commercial space, hotels and a restaurant.
The airport improvements are expected to
be under way prior to the end of the year.

• The Cross Border Express. CBX has

(continued on page 5

(continued on page 5)

CBX is stiumulating the economy on both sides of the border by facilitating
travel to new markets and providing new destinations for business and

leisure travelers.

CBX is literally transforming
the travel experience for Tijuana
Airport passengers who currently
cross the border each day, It is not

only a symbol of successful,
binational investment and

cooperation but it has introduced
another airport option for

Southern California travelers who
hadn’t before considered flying in

and out of Tijuana.

– Elizabeth Brown
CBX

“

”
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Concurrent with the opening of the
CBX, Mexican carriers have increased their
frequencies to Tijuana by 34%. Mexican
carriers currently servicing the Tijuana
airport are AeroMexico, AeroMexico
Connect, Volaris, Interjet, Viva Aerobus,
Calafia Airlines, TAR. The largest
increase came from Volaris, which
increased its number of flights from 231
a week to 289.

Forty-five percent of the passengers
traveling in and out of Tijuana’s airport
call Southern California home.

• 17% from LA area
• 4% from Orange County
• 2% from San Diego 
Further expansion of the Tijuana

Airport is planned and stimulation of
new air services from Asia and South

America are also in the works. 
Flights to the interior of Mexico from

Tijuana are competitive in terms of cost
with San Diego and Los Angeles in the
height of the tourist season. However, as

the chart below shows, flights from Tijuana
to the interior of Mexico are less expensive
than flights from Los Angeles and San Diego
during the fall.

Flights to Tijuana International Airport Increase By More Than 30%

As many of you have heard, the South
County EDC recently launched a Young
Professional Program to develop and
advance young professionals under 40 years
of age in South County and to take
advantage of their fresh ideas and talents.
The intent is to cultivate future South
County leaders, but also to solicit their
input in the region’s economic future. 

I am proud to say that this mentorship
program will not only provide knowledge
and experience to the young professional,
but will also provide an avenue for many of
our members to network with other
businesses that are engaged with promoting
growth in the South County region.

Any South County EDC member in good
standing is eligible to sponsor a young
professional to receive an annual
membership in 2017 at no cost to the new
member. This sponsorship for young
professionals will be valid for 12 months,
which entitles them to such benefits as
informational newsletters, monthly board

meetings as well as countless exclusive
events like our annual Economic Summit.

In more exciting news, South County
EDC was recently awarded a $25,000 grant
from the city of San Diego as well as a
$184,000 grant from the U.S. Department of
Defense, Office of Economic Adjustment,
which is being managed by the City of San
Diego. We will use these funds to continue
efforts with our maritime action plan,
conduct an areospace forum, investigate a
drone testing site and conduct research to
support defense contractors and
subcontractors.

Much appreciation goes to our recent
speakers at our monthly board meetings,
including Gary Halbert Chula Vista City
Maanager for his presentation on the new
university, our Navy "Mayor" Yancy Lindsey
for his presentation at our holiday breakfast
and Thella Bowens CEO of San Diego
Regional Airport Authority for her overview
of proposed airport construction. These
meetings have been more informative than

Clarissa Falcon
Chairwoman of the Board

ever and I encourage all of our members to
take time to come to our monthly
presentation. And a special shout out to
Councilman Alvarez and Elizabeth Brown
for the great job they did at our February
board meeting.

Source: OAG, Kayak, Airline Website
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New Senior Center Opens 
The 9,000-square-foot LEED-certified

John D. Spreckels Center is replacing the
former Coronado Senior Center, an aging
facility at Orange Avenue and Seventh Street
that served Coronado citizens for 5
decades. The new $5.1 million Spreckels
Center will expand opportunities for
recreation and enrichment with a large,
welcoming multipurpose room, an activity
room and service kitchen. There is office
space, an inviting lounge, a lawn bowling
clubroom, and restrooms. A variety of
health, fitness and wellness programs are
being crafted for Coronado’s active
community, as are volunteer and civic
engagement opportunities, and educational
and arts programs.

The Spreckels Center is centrally located
in the community with easy access to public
transportation and a nearby senior living
facility. Building materials were selected
with a sensitivity toward using natural
finishes. Designed by Architect Robert
Coffee, the project engages Spreckels Park
on one side and the lawn bowling green on
the other and brings both into the facility by
way of an open floor plan and large
windows. A significant portion of the
funding came from the Frances Harpst
Trust. Upon her death in 2010, Harpst, a
longtime resident and community
benefactor, left a lasting legacy that reflected
her love for Coronado.

Earned Income Tax Credit Can
Spur Spending
By Supervisor Greg Cox

There are different ways to stimulate
economic development and one of those is
to simply put money back into people’s
wallets. That’s the goal of an effort by the
County of San Diego to get families in the
region to sign up for the Earned Income
Tax Credit.

The Earned Income Tax Credit was
established in 1975 and is the federal
government’s largest assistance program to
support low-income families. 
The way it works is this: individuals and
families who worked in 2016 and earned
less than $53,505 claim the EITC on their
federal and state tax returns. They could
qualify for as much as $6,269 in federal tax
credits and the California credit could be as
much as $2,653. 

Getting people to claim their Earned
Income Tax Credit can be difficult. The IRS
estimates that between 20 and 25 percent
of eligible people do not claim the credit
each year. That’s why in 2003, the county
launched a campaign to help low-income
families take advantage of this credit. Today,
working with the IRS, AARP, the United Way
of San Diego County and 2-1-1 San Diego,
hundreds of volunteers throughout the
region now help low-income individuals
and families prepare their tax returns and
file them electronically.

To receive the free services, people can
simply dial 2-1-1 and make an appointment
at a site near them. The program will last
through April 18.

Last year, campaign volunteers filed
nearly 32,000 federal and state tax returns,
bringing about $37 million in total refunds
to working families, including $15.36
million in Earned Income Tax Credit
dollars. This year, we want to get more
money for local families. That’s money that
can be spent in our local stores and
restaurants and make a direct impact on
our local economy.
If you know someone who can benefit, just
tell them to dial three simple numbers: 2-1-1.

Chula Vista City Council Approves
Initial $3.2 Million In Measure P
Funding For Infrastructure

The Chula Vista City Council has
approved an initial expenditure of $3.2
million of Measure P sales tax funds for
infrastructure. This initial expenditure will
be allocated to police and fire vehicles,
9-1-1 emergency communication
equipment, street paving, and sports field
repairs. Measure P is the ten-year, half-cent
sales tax approved by 68 percent of Chula
Vista voters in November 2016. 

The initial $3.2 million in approved
spending will be funded by the Measure P
revenues estimated to be collected April to
June 2017.The first street repair project will
upgrade Floyd Avenue. The project will
remove and replace the asphalt on this busy
street which handles neighborhood and
school traffic.

The City Council also has approved the
Measure P Infrastructure, Facilities and
Equipment Expenditure Plan. This Plan
outlines how all $178 million of projected
Measure P revenues are proposed to be
spent. Collection of the sales tax will begin
April 1, 2017. The funds will be used to
upgrade police, fire, paramedic and 9-1-1

PAGE 3

(continued on page 4)

CORONADO

The long-awaited John D. Spreckels
Center and Bowling Green is open

this month.

COUNT Y

CHULA VISTA
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equipment, vehicles and facilities; fund
streets and sidewalks; replace storm drains
to prevent sinkholes; improve parks; repair
recreation facilities; and repair or replace
other city infrastructure.

In addition, the City Council has
approved the ordinance to establish the
Measure P Citizens Oversight Committee
(COC). The purpose of the COC is to
review and report on all Measure P
proposed expenditure plans, financial
reports and audits. Composed of 16
members, 11 of the COC members will
serve as “Designated Members.” Designated
Members will be nominated by local
organizations and individuals such as the
Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce and the
Chula Vista Growth Management Oversight
Commission. The remaining five members
will be “At-Large Members” selected from a
pool of applicants who apply directly to the
City. “At-Large Members” appointed must
include at least one resident from each of
the four City Council districts. The City
Council will interview and appoint each of
the 16 members by March so the initial
COC meeting can be held before April 1.

Waterfront Townhomes Coming
to Imperial Beach

Construction continues full speed ahead
on multiple projects in the city of Imperial
Beach. Past issues of this newsletter have
covered the new condominiums along
Seacoast Drive in Imperial Beach by
CityMark as well as the new Breakwater
Town Center by Sudberry Properties. Now
Beazer Homes is well under way on new
condominiums at the base of the Silver
Strand with magnificent views over San
Diego Bay.

Dubbed Bayside Landing, this new
waterfront community will feature three
different products including, three-story
townhomes, two-story townhomes and
detached single-family homes. 

Bayside Landing will also sport a
private pool and spa and boasts direct

access to Bayshore Bikeway. Living at
Bayside Landing could mean riding your
bike along the pristine Bayfront to your job
in Chula Vista, National City or Coronado.

Arts Event Commemorated Grand
Opening of New National City
Aquatic Center

The Port of San Diego and National City
celebrated the arts, including the newly-
installed Sea Dragon sculpture, at a free
special event on February 25.

The community celebration took place
in Pepper Park at the foot of Tidelands
Avenue, site of the Port of San Diego’s
newest public facility, the National City
Aquatic Center.

The family-friendly festivities included
dance and musical performances, free food
and refreshments, giveaways, activities for
kids, and views of the San Diego Bay.

“Events like this are exactly what
National City residents like me want to see
more of on the waterfront,” said Robert
“Dukie” Valderrama, chairman of the Board
of Port Commissioners. “The Aquatic Center
not only gives our community more access
to San Diego Bay for recreation and
educational purposes, it also provides a
picture-perfect setting for arts and culture
events.” 

Port of San Diego Swears in
Dukie Valderrama as Chair of
Port Commissioners 

The Port of San Diego swore in its 2017
Board of Port Commissioners in January in
a ceremony held at the San Diego Marriott
Marquis & Marina. Robert “Dukie”
Valderrama, who represents National City
on the board, was sworn in as chairman.

During his inauguration speech,
Chairman Valderrama stated that for 2017,
the Board of Port Commissioners would
focus on the theme of “Port of San Diego:
Win, Win, Win” for the entire San Diego
region.

“When I say win, win, win, I mean a win
for the Port, a win for the business or the
member city, and most importantly, a win
for the community,” said Chairman
Valderrama. “It’s not enough for the Port to
succeed. Success only means something
when we can share it with our partners. We
have a duty to make sure that the people
who are impacted by a project get a win
from it, too.”

PAGE 4
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Construction is progressing rapidly
on new two-story and three-story

townhomes along the bay in
Imperial Beach.

IMPERIAL BEACH

NATIONAL CIT Y

Sea Dragon was originally created
by artist Deana Mando for the

Port’s “Urban Trees 3-foot exhibition
in 2006 and was later purchased

by the Port for its Tidelands
Collection. Restored to like-new
condition, the 17-foot-tall Sea

Dragon will now engage visitors at
the National City Aquatic Center

from its location near the
facility’s boat ramp and the

National City Marina.

PORT OF SAN DIEGO
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Projects (continued from front page)

McCarthy Builders 
Foundation for the Children 

And Young Professionals: 
Patricia Orozco, SoCal Artisan Food

Javier Metoyer, Silvergate Bank 
Lucy Rodriguez, Mission Federal

Credit Union
Ramin Salehi,

Pacific Coast Commercial
Marisa Castaneda

Small Business Development Center

Chairman Valderrama was sworn in
by his son, Randy Valderrama.

Following the swearing in
ceremony, Chairman Valderrama

presided over the first board
meeting of 2017.

Construction will begin this year on
road improvement in Otay Mesa to

accommodate increased truck
traffic in the area

Working Committees
of the SCEDC

Transportation and
Infrastructure

Marketing and Membership
Workforce and Education

Loan & Finance 
Public Policy

For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:

South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143

Cindy@southcountyedc.com

revolutionized how people travel between
Mexico and Southern California by offering
quick, safe and easy access to the Tijuana
airport.  Nearly 9,000 passengers crossed
the bridge as of the end of November..

• South Bay Rapid. This new bus
service will provide transportation from the
Otay Mesa Port of Entry to downtown San
Diego via eastern Chula Vista. It will help
minimize traffic congestion and offer service
to areas not currently served by rapid
transit. Eleven stations are being built along
the 21-mile route.

• Otay Mesa Intermodal Transit
Center. This is planned for a 1.8-acre vacant
site located southwest of the SR-
905/Siempre Viva Road interchange and
east/southeast of Nicola Tesla Court in the
city of San Diego. The SANDAG
development would include a bus rapid
transit terminal station, four local bus
transit stops, a jitney shuttle service,
employer shuttle access and a small
concession stand.

• Otay Mesa Truck Route
Improvements. Commercial truck traffic is
expected to double to over 2.8 million
annual truck crossings at the Otay Mesa Port
of Entry by 2025. Construction is scheduled
to begin this year on a four-lane collector to
serve southbound traffic and widening of La
Media north of Airway Rd. to approximately
200 feet south of Siempre Viva Rd.

• Central Village Planned Residential
Community. This 229.2-acre mixed-use
village is proposed in the central portion of
the Otay Mesa community.  Approximately
4,485 to 4,682 dwelling units are part of the
plan. Currently the property encompasses
92 parcels owned by 35 different entities.

27th Annual Economic Summit
Friday, September 15   , 2017

8:00 am – 2:00 pm
San Diego Convention Center

The South County EDC’s Annual
Economic Summit gathers over 500
business and community leaders.

Sponsored by Tony McCune

Chairman Valderrama gave several
examples of Port projects that were a win to
the Port, its tenant businesses and the
public. The first was the redevelopment of
the San Diego Marriott Marquis & Marina.
The Marriott recently completed a $200
million project that refurbished its interior
and exterior, created a new Marriott Hall
ballroom, and constructed a public walkway
that connects downtown directly to the
waterfront.

Other examples included the recently
approved National City Balanced Land Use
Plan, which will add additional public park
space, commercial space for the City of
National City, and operational
improvements for Pasha Automotive
Services, the operator of the Port’s National
City Marine Terminal. Also on the list was a
project that will modernize the Port’s Tenth
Avenue Marine Terminal, improving cargo
operations, along with improvements that
will lessen the terminal’s environmental
impacts on the community.

CBX (continued from front page)
Some 74 percent of travelers through the

Tijuana airports are crossing the border into the
United States. Approximately 700,000 of the
northbound CBX travelers in 2016 were tourists
from Mexico.
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The Chula Vista Elite Athlete Training Center is now designated as
a U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Training Site, joining a list of 18
Training Sites, including Olympic and Paralympic Games host sites,
universities, and elite sport complexes. The mission of U.S. Olympic
and Paralympic Training Sites is to provide athletes and National
Governing Bodies with access to additional resources, services and
facilities, while providing an elite athlete training environment that
positively impacts performance.

“The Chula Vista Elite Athlete Training Center has demonstrated a
commitment to supporting America’s top athletes, and we look
forward to our ongoing partnership with the newly minted U.S.
Olympic and Paralympic Training Site,” said Alicia McConnell, USOC
director of training sites and community partnerships. “Under the
City of Chula Vista and Elite Athlete Services, the CVTC will continue
providing critical services, resources and world-class facilities for our
athletes, while helping to grow the Olympic and Paralympic
movements.”

Among the immediate changes are the center’s branding,
management and increased capacity for international visitors,
professional teams and corporate events. The new Elite Team Shop
is anticipated to open this month, while an expanded and enhanced
tour program is also expected to resume this month. Long-term
venue enhancements and additions, as well as increased housing
capacity are planned. A new 100-bed dormitory is expected to open
later in 2017.

“The city has worked closely with the USOC to ensure we
maintain the training center for high caliber athletes in Chula Vista,”
said Deputy City Manager Kelley Bacon. “We look forward to our
relationship with Elite Athlete Services and the Point Loma Trust as
we all look to continuing the success of the training center. 

Chula Vista Elite Athlete
Training Center Under New

Operation
Ownership of the former Chula Vista Olympic Training Center

was transferred to the city of Chula Vista from the United States
Olympic Committee and has been named the Chula Vista Elite
Athlete Training Center. Following a thorough application and
vetting process, Point Loma Trust was selected by the city to operate
the training center and Point Loma Trust has established Elite Athlete
Services as the effective organization for day-to-day operations. 

Under the new operating model, the Chula Vista Elite Athlete
Training Center will continue to function as an elite athlete-focused
facility.

“Over 60 medals were won by Chula Vista athletes over the past
six Olympic and Paralympic Games, along with American records,
world records, and numerous world championship and world cup
medals. We look forward to building on that legacy of success,” said
Elite Athlete Services President Greg Jamison. “We are on target to
hit our organizational revenue goals and can’t wait to watch our
athletes hit their own personal goals.”

As part of the ownership transfer, the USOC will continue
funding athlete programming at the center at a minimum through
2020, while also retaining the sports medicine clinic and offering on-
site sport service providers.

Many of the Olympic and Paralympic sports previously based in
Chula Vista will continue to train at the center in 2017. Archery,
BMX, track and field, and wheelchair tennis will remain as resident
programs in Chula Vista. The men’s and women’s national teams for
rugby sevens will be based in Chula Vista as they have been since
2011, and the rugby 15s program will spend more time in Chula
Vista in 2017. Short-term training camps that vary in length from a
few days to three months will round out the athletic programming at
the Chula Vista Elite Athlete Training Center.

Athletes from the Ukrainian track and field team and both the
U.S. and Canada under-19 men’s rugby teams kicked off the first
week of 2017 with training camps at the center. The U.S. National
Rowing Team will again spend its winter in Chula Vista, staying
through March.

www.SouthCountyEDC.com

A Celebration of Champions event in late February
commemorated the athletic, academic, arts and other

accomplishments of Chula Vista residents,
including the athletes who train at the

Chula Vista Elite Athlete Training Center. 

PAGE 6

The South County Economic Development Council is funded in part by grants from the cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, Imperial
Beach, National City and San Diego, the County of San Diego and the Port of San Diego as well as our members.
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Shown here, from left to right, are Cindy Gompper-
Graves, Dr. Subramanian Swamy, Mayor Ron Morrison,

and Aditya Satsangi of Nitai Partners.

PAGE 7

In The Know Event Touted
Opportunities in India

A recent “In The Know” event produced by South County EDC
and sponsored by Nitai Partners in National City widened the
horizons of dozens of members able to attend this eye-opening
event. Nitai Partners hosted Dr. Subramanian Swamy, an economist
and statesman from India. Dr. Swamy serves as a member of Rajya
Sabha, the upper house of Indian Parliament. He shared information
about India’s economy and discussed possible partnerships for U.S.
companies in ship building and financial lending and mentioned
that India’s manufacturing abilities surpass those in China for
equivalent costs.

Thank you to Lisa Johnson of the NTC Foundation for
hosting South County EDC members on a tour of the

Liberty Station mixed-use, base-reuse project.

Hats off to our new Philanthropic Committee, who held
their third meeting of nonprofits at the end of last year at

the Border View YMCA.  Pictured from left to right are
Deanie Marin-Lucchesi, YMCA, Nancy Sasaki, Alliance for
Healthcare and Laura Humphries, YMCA. Nancy spoke at
the event along with Christine Moore of AT&T. Thank you

to the YMCA for sponsoring the event.
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South Bay Rapid On Its Way
The South Bay Rapid project is constructing

approximately six miles of dedicated transit
guideway in the median of East Palomar
Street and the outside shoulder of Eastlake
Parkway. When complete, the guideway will
consist of two transit-only lanes (one in
each direction), separated from the existing
travel lanes by a concrete divider. In
addition to the dedicated lanes, transit
vehicles will have traffic signal priority when
travelling along the guideway, helping
ensure faster travel times and fewer stops
for riders.

Over the past two months, construction
crews have made significant progress on the
South Bay Rapid project in South County.
In December, crews completed installation
of new utility lines and continued paving
the new transit lanes for the portion of the
dedicated transit guideway between
Heritage Road and Magdalena Avenue along
East Palomar Street. Crews also began work
between Magdalena Avenue and state Route
125 to prepare the area for the dedicated
guideway bridge to be constructed over the
toll road. In January, crews began

preliminary utility exploration along Town
Center Drive and Eastlake Parkway near the
Otay Ranch Town Center. Preparations also
began for construction of the guideway
bridge over SR 125 between Olympic
Parkway and Birch Road.

In the coming months, crews will
continue work on the guideway bridge over
SR 125, including construction of the bridge
foundations and installation of falsework,
the temporary supports for bridge
construction. In addition, temporary sound
blankets will be installed to reduce noise
and dust for residents near the guideway
bridge construction. Crews also will begin
work on the Heritage transit station along
East Palomar Street near the Heritage
Recreation Center. 

To stay informed about construction
activities and traffic closures, visit
KeepSanDiegoMoving.com/SouthBayRapid
and click on the Notices tab to view the
weekly construction activities list. 

Aerospace & Aviation Forum
Morning of Thursday, May 11, 2017

South County Regional
Education Center

800 National City Boulevard
National City, CA 91950

Sponsored by The City of San Diego,
SDG&E and US Bank

Disaster Preparedness Forum
Thursday, April 27, 2017

8:30 AM to 11:00 AM
Martin Luther King Jr.

Community Center
140 E 12th St.

National City, CA 91950
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