
Senator Ernesto Ruffo Appel 

Biography 

Political Career 

Member of the National Action Party (PAN) since 1984, was elected Mayor of Ensenada 

from 1986 to 1989, and that same year he asked permission to run for governor of his 

state in the state Elections of Baja California in 1989 where he obtained victory with 

52.3% of the votes and became the first governor emanated from an opposition party 

other than the PRI in Mexico's modern history. 

Baja California, to date, has not had another PRI governor since. 

He has been a member of the National Executive Committee of his party, and state 

and national adviser of the same. He supported President of Mexico, Vicente Fox in his 

candidacy and was appointed Commissioner of the Northern Border of the Presidency 

of the Republic under President Vicente Fox’s administration from 2000 to 2003. From 

2006 to 2012 he became deputy senator in the LX and LXI Legislatures, but without 

being sworn in. 

 

From September 1, 2012 he became Senator of the Republic for the state of Baja 

California in the LXII Legislature of the Congress of Mexico where he serves as: 

 

 From September 1, 2012 to April 2, 2013 he was a member of the Committee on 

Agriculture. 
 From April 3, 2013 to April 1, 2014 he was a member of the Economic Development 

Commission. 
 From April 2, 2014 to present he is a member of the Commission of Radio, Television and 

Film. 
 From September 1, 2012 to present he is the Chairman of the Committee on 

Northern Region Border Affairs and member of the Economic Development 

Commission, member of the Commission for Marine, and member of the 

Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture. 

 

Academic and business career 

Son of Mexican parents and grandparents, Ruffo attended elementary, middle and high 

school in Ensenada, Baja California. He graduated from the Monterrey Technological 

Career Business Administration, where he served as secretary and president of the 

Student Association of the institution in Baja California. 

He has taught at the Ensenada Campus Center of Technical and Superior Education 

(CETYS) in degrees such as Management, Industrial Engineering and Public Accountant 

and has coordinated campaigns for student scholarships. 

In the private sector, he has been president of the National Association of Producers of 

Fishmeal and Fish Oil, Counselor in the National Chamber of the Fishing Industry 

(CANAINPES) and Adviser and Secretary of the Chamber in Ensenada; Chief of staff, 

fleet manager, operations manager, general manager and CEO of Zapata Fisheries and 

Administrative Manager, Counselor, Secretary and Chairman of the Business Center of 

Ensenada from 1975 to 1982 and Chairman of the Business Coordinating Council (CCE) 

of Ensenada in Baja California. 


