
BAE Systems San Diego Ship Repair has
signed a five-year lease with options on a
110,300-square-foot facility located on
Industrial Boulevard in Chula Vista. 

According to Bob Koerber, vice
president and general manager of BAE
Systems, the new facility will be used to
support the San Diego shipyard’s current
operations in Barrio Logan. Move-ins
began in early July and the relocation of
approximately 150 of the firm’s 2,100
employees will occur over the next
several months.

BAE Systems is a leading provider of
maintenance and modernization services
to U.S. Navy ships in the Port of San
Diego. The number of Navy ships is
expected to grow almost 20 percent

between now and the end of the decade.
The company works on virtually all types
of government vessels, including guided
missile destroyers and cruisers, and
amphibious assault ships.

“As a South County business, we enjoy
great relationships with other businesses
along the waterfront, with civic leadership
and, equally important, with the
community,” said Koerber. “With our
expansion to Chula Vista, we will continue
to build relationships with more
community partners within South
County.” 

Koerber went on to say that the Chula
Vista location was the best fit for BAE’s
needs, with administrative space as well as
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BAE Systems
Announces New Location

In Chula Vista

Several New
Businesses Now

Call National City
Home

A host of new businesses, including
several restaurants, have recently opened
for business in National City.  The newly
opened restaurants include Freddy’s
Frozen Custard and Steakburgers at 401
Mile of Cars Way and 85° Bakery at 1302 E.
Plaza Blvd., as well as a Dunkin Doughnuts
and a Starbucks. Freddy’s is a national
chain and specializes in all-American
meals, from steak burgers to sundaes. The
new 85 degrees is a café and bakery
specializing in espresso drinks, decorative
cakes, and freshly baked breads. 

  In addition, a Polynesian grocery and
gift store called Polynesian Products has
opened at 3403 E. Plaza Blvd.

(continued on page 5

(continued on page 5)

BAE Systems San Diego Ship Repair
is a division of BAE Systems, Inc.,

which is headquartered in
Arlington, Virginia, and employs

approximately 32,300 people in the
United States, United Kingdom,

Sweden and Israel. The
international defense, aerospace
and security company delivers a

full range of products and services
for air, land and naval forces, as

well as advanced electronics,
security, information technology

solutions and customer
support services.

With our expansion to
Chula Vista, we will

continue to build
relationships with more

community partners within
South County.

– Bob Koerber,
BAE Systems

San Diego Ship Repair

“

”

SCEDC Newsletter August 2016.qxp_Layout 1  7/22/16  11:59 AM  Page 1

JOB NAME:  BRIEFING AUGUST 2016



PAGE 2

Five Tijuana Manufacturing Plants Earn
“Great Place To Work In Mexico” Recognition

Welcome to the new fiscal year for the
South County EDC! I am proud to be taking
the helm as your new chairperson for the
2016/2017 year. Many of you have worked
with me in the past and I met many new
faces at our Annual Meeting in early July.  I
hope to work with all of you in the coming
months to continue our mission to grow
San Diego’s South County.

I would like to begin my term as your
chairperson by announcing a grant that was
recently received by the city of San Diego
from the Office of Economic Adjustment.
The city will use those funds to empower
South County EDC, as well as other
partnering agencies, to develop our aviation
and aerospace industry here in the South
County. Funds from this grant will be used
to implement action items from our

organization’s Vision Plan, in the areas of
aviation and implementation of the
maritime action plan.

As we look to the skies this year – as the
Aerotropolis Plan we created just over a
year ago begins to have an impact on our
region -- we will be working alongside civic
leaders, elected officials, CEOs of our
largest companies and real estate
developers to bring the many new South
County projects in the pipeline further
along in the development process. 

We have set the table for additional
economic growth to happen in South
County and we will be promoting this to
businesses far and wide in order to attract
new jobs to our area.

Here’s to a prosperous year for all of us!

Five Tijuana manufacturing companies
were recognized by The Great Place to Work
Institute in the 500-5000 category. At the
top of the list is Plantronics as the “Best
Place to Work in Mexico,” Greatbatch
Medical holds 23rd place, Welch Allyn is
27th, Eaton is 40th, and Becton Dickinson
de Mexico came in at 70th.

Plantronics, a U.S.-based manufacturer of
wearable technology, has been named as
the “Best Place to Work in Mexico” for six
years in a row. It is the only company to
achieve the honor six times. Each year, the
plant opens its doors to the local industrial
community to share its best practices in
what they call “Operational Excellence
Week.” 

The rankings are the result of a survey
conducted in more than 40 countries
through which employee satisfaction is
assessed in factors such as career
opportunities, compensation and benefits,
work-life balance, senior management,
organizational culture and values.

The city of Tijuana has become one of
Mexico´s most competitive cities for
manufacturing with a concentration of more
than 580 companies involved in the
industry.  This represents the largest base of
export manufacturing firms in all of Mexico
and, due to the establishment of world-class
human capital practices, Tijuana boasts one
of the lowest employee turnover rates in
the industry.

The South County Economic Development Council is funded in part by grants from the cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, Imperial
Beach, National City and San Diego, the County of San Diego and the Port of San Diego as well as our members.

Plantronics has been operating
in Tijuana for more than 40 years
and, during that time, has been
widely recognized for its good

practices in fields such as
operational excellence, quality,

logistics, environmental
stewardship, manufacturing and
human capital, among others.

Clarissa Falcon
Chairwoman of the Board
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Great News Is Happening At
Marine Group Boat Works 

The Department of Transportation’s
Maritime Administration announced
recently that Marine Group Boat Works is
one of nine grant recipients of its $4.9
million Assistance to Small Shipyards Grant
Program -- and the only recipient from
California!  The grant will fund metal
working equipment and a gantry crane that
will allow the Chula Vista company, with an
additional boat yard in National City and
Los Cabos, Mexico, to be more efficient in
its boatbuilding division, which currently
has an order book of 15 vessels and options
to build another eight more.

This news came shortly after Marine
Group Boat Works was awarded a historic
contract with the U.S. Navy for a Master
Ship Repair Agreement.  This means that
even as a designated small business by

maritime standards, Marine Group Boat
Works is now qualified to obtain contracts
that have been traditionally awarded to
much larger shipyards, in order to support
the Navy in more complex ship repair work.

Construction Of Beachbreak
Mixed-Use Project Nearing
Completion 

The new Beachbreak project along
Seacoast Drive, between Evergreen and Elm
avenues in Imperial Beach, is nearing
completion and 14 three-bedroom
oceanview townhomes are now being
offered for sale. Beachbreak by CityMark
Development includes a ground-level glass-
fronted restaurant across the street from
famed Pier Plaza with townhomes built
above.

South County EDC Members Tour
Coronado Businesses

More than a dozen members of South
County EDC recently had the privilege of
taking a walking tour of both new and
historic businesses in Coronado. 

Hosted by the Coronado Visitor Center,
with support from the Coronado Main
Street Association and the Coronado
Chamber of Commerce, the tour included a
behind-the-scenes tour of the Hotel del
Coronado including its secret underground
tunnel, sand dunes that spell Coronado and
a wealth of historic information.

Blue Economy Prospering 
By Supervisor Greg Cox

As a county supervisor and a member of
the California Coastal Commission, I have
promoted and celebrated the benefits of
our region’s Blue Economy of maritime and
maritime-related industries. The San Diego
Region’s Blue Economy employs 46,000
people in more than 1,400 companies with
$14 billion in direct annual revenue. Many
of those companies are, of course, scattered
near our coastline up and down the region.
If you look around our communities, you
will see that some of them are right here in
South County.

The Maritime Alliance recently promoted
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PORT OF SAN DIEGO

Marine Group Boat Works is a full-
service boatbuilder and repair

company that employs more than
185 ABS-certified welders,

shipfitters, pipefitters, mechanics,
painters and equipment operators.

Commercial and government
customers include the U.S. Navy,

Golden Gate Bridge and
Transportation District, San
Francisco Water Emergency

Transportation Authority, Scripps
Institute of Oceanography,

Crowley Maritime, Foss Maritime,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and

Port of San Diego.

IMPERIAL BEACH

Beachbreak in Imperial Beach will
boast oceanview townhomes within
steps of the beach.  Completion is

scheduled for this fall.

CORONADO

Members of the South County EDC
strolled through the streets of

Coronado on a warm summer day.

COUNTY

Supervisor Cox recently led an up-
close and personal “In The Know”

event at Foshay Electric. These
events are a chance for South

County EDC members to get their
questions answered on a myriad of

topics. The Foshay Electric event
included a tour of the company’s

new Otay Mesa facility.
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South County’s Blue Economy with a tour
of local businesses. They included Orca
Maritime in Imperial Beach, which uses
underwater vehicles and sensors to form
accurate, high-resolution underwater
images, maps and models. Orca Maritime
was established in 2006 by two retired U.S.
Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal experts
with extensive experience in underwater
operations, including mine warfare, diving,
and sonar mapping.

Another com  pany highlighted in the
Blue Economy tour was a little more well-
known in South County. Marine Group
Boat Works in Chula Vista specializes in
refits, repairs, and new construction of
boats up to 220 feet long. It is globally
recognized for its 665-ton travelift, used to
re-fit superyachts. Marine Group Boat
Works is a family-owned business that has
been around since the 1980s.

These companies, one new and one
established, are just a couple of local
examples of the diverse and successful
businesses that make up the multi-layered
Blue Economy. It’s an industry that is
creating good-paying jobs in San Diego and
one that has room to grow. 

I am working with stakeholders to create
a Blue Tech incubator in San Diego that will
nurture new companies and help them
succeed. This will include everything from
surf board makers to our commercial
fishing industry to global ship building
firms.

The Blue Economy can be a major
economic driver in our region and South
County can and must share in its growth.

Samsung International Teams
With South County EDC 

Samsung International, with offices in
Otay Mesa, is teaming up with South
County EDC to provide television sets to
elementary and middle schools throughout
the county.

Samsung intends to donate televisions
over the next six months to local schools

for educational purposes. To be considered
for a donated Samsung television please
contact the South County EDC offices for an
application form.  

First Speculative Building In 10
Years Completed In Otay Mesa is
Complete 

Murphy Development Co. has completed
a 121,970-square-foot, $17.7 million
speculative building in the Siempre Viva
Business Park in Otay Mesa, the first
speculative building completed in Otay
Mesa since 2006 and the only Class A
building available in the Otay Mesa market
above 30,000 square feet.

Murphy Development is also developing
the Brown Field Technology Park, which is
planned for 1 million square feet of
corporate industrial space. Grading and
installation of the storm drain system are
complete.  It will include a 126,000-square-
foot speculative building.

PAGE 4
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The time capsule created by South
County EDC members in honor of
its 25th anniversary last year was
recently placed under ground at
the Stylus Park in the Millenia

community in Eastern Chula Vista.
Thank you to Todd Galarneau of

Meridian Development for
providing the space for the time

capsule and ensuring
its safe burial.

CHULA VISTA

Building 18 at Siempre Viva
Business Park in Otay Mesa is the
first speculative building to be built

in the area in 10 years.

SAN DIEGO

Bayside YMCA
Samsung International Inc.

San Diego Association of Realtors
Raserver Inc

GMI Web
CaliBaja

7 Mile Casino
Skandia Windows

Commercial Properties Group
Next Level F&A

WildCoast
Nitai Partners Inc.

La Vista Memorial Park
Aquaris Group

American Lung Association
CW Driver
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BAE Systems (continued from front page) National City (continued from front page)
  One of the more exciting additions to

National City is Steal and Escape, a
recreational facility offering a fun and
challenging test for families, friends, or
business teams to work together to solve
puzzles, find clues, crack riddles, and
uncover keys and locks. Players are given 60
minutes within a seemingly normal room,
in which they must race against time to
combine their skills and knowledge to meet
the ultimate goal of escaping or solving the
mystery presented to them. Steal and
Escape is located at 2602 Transportation
Ave., suite B.

  Also new to National City are several
medical facilities. Paradise Village Memory
Facility at 735 Arcadia Place offers
retirement and assisted living in a resort
environment; South Region Live Well Center
at 401 Mile of Cars Way provides aging and
independence services, critical care, child
welfare services and much more; Castle
Manor Nursing and Rehabilitation Center at
541 V St., offers skilled nursing and
rehabilitation programs, including physical,
occupational, and speech therapy as well as
intensive stroke and orthopedic
rehabilitation, and the new San Ysidro
Health Center Dentist Clinic at 340 E. 8th
Street is dedicated to improving the health
and well-being of the community’s

the capacity to support warehousing
activities.

“With our expanding Navy workload in
the Port of San Diego and the pending
arrival of our new drydock in October, we
needed additional space that is a reasonable
distance from our shipyard and the Naval
Base San Diego,” he explained.   California College is another new

business in National City. Located
at 700 Bay Marina Drive, it offers

accelerated programs, flexible
course schedules, personalized

attention and professional
instructors that provide real-world

experience in their field of
expertise. Shown here with

California College executives at its
ribbon-cutting ceremony are

ambassadors from the National
City Chamber of Commerce, and

several of the city’s elected officials.

traditionally underserved and culturally
diverse people. 

  New service businesses in National City
are Mission Federal Credit Union at 1302 E.
Plaza Blvd.; R.E. Staite, engineering
contractor, at 2140 Tidelands Avenue; Elite
Cleaning Services at 2525 Southport Way,
suite C., offering professional janitorial
services, and National City Express Laundry
at 1131 Highland Avenue.

CEDS Committee members completed a nine-month effort and have released
the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Report 2016-

2020 for public comment.
You can view the report at:

http://www.southcountyedc.com/#!southandeastcountyceds/c1qml.

Working Committees
of the SCEDC

Transportation and
Infrastructure

Marketing and Membership
Workforce and Education

Loan & Finance 
Public Policy

For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:

South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143

Cindy@southcountyedc.com

WORDS
I joined the

South County EDC to
establish new relationships
and see how C.W. Driver
might fit into the future of
South County. I attended

the Annual Breakfast
and was impressed

by the energy and genuine
passion members had 

for the region.
– Richard Freear

C.W. Driver

“

”
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South County Career Center Pilots
New Program at SWC

A new Southwestern College Pilot Program, a collaboration
between the South County Career Center and Southwestern College,
will connect Southwestern College students who need assistance
with a resume,  job search and interviewing tips.  Career Center
Employment Advisor Gerardo Becerra is now available at the
Southwestern College Student Employment Office Tuesdays and
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

The program began on May 3rd and during its inaugural month
more 55 students stopped by for assistance and 26 students went
away with resumes in hand in preparation for their job search. In
addition, many students have also taken advantage of Becerra’s
assistance with interviewing tips.   

Congratulations to the South County Career Center and
Southwestern College for providing this invaluable service to our
region’s students!

PAGE 6

South County Career Center Employment Advisor
Gerardo Becerra is now stationed at Southwestern

College every Tuesday and Thursday morning, assisting
Southwestern College students with interviewing tips,

resume writing assistance and job leads.

Relaunched World Trade Center
San Diego To Execute Go Global

San Diego Initiative 
San Diego Regional EDC recently announced the relaunch of the

World Trade Center San Diego (WTC), an organization dedicated to
growing international trade and investment opportunities for
San Diego. 

The city of San Diego, Port of San Diego and San Diego County
Regional Airport Authority jointly own the license for the WTC San
Diego, and have partnered with San Diego Regional EDC to execute
World Trade Center programs. As a member of the World Trade
Centers Association (headquartered in New York City), WTC San
Diego will connect San Diego businesses to a global network of
more than 330 World Trade Center licensees in roughly 100
countries. 

WTC San Diego will capitalize on the brand’s strong local legacy
to further drive a comprehensive regional trade and investment
agenda. WTC San Diego will operate as an affiliate of San Diego
Regional EDC, executing the region’s Go Global San Diego initiative
and providing other trade-related services. Released in early 2015 as
a roadmap for reorienting the region’s economy towards greater
global engagement, Go Global San Diego aims to grow jobs,
enhance San Diego’s global identity and increase connections to
markets that matter most to the region’s economy. 

Earlier this year the WTC San Diego convened the Global
Competitiveness Council for its inaugural meeting. This group of
senior partners and stakeholders, including South County EDC, will
now help to drive global engagement programming for the region. 

Savor Catering was recently awarded a small business
loan from South County EDC. Shown here is Eric

Rimmele, co-owner of Savor Catering, and South County
EDC staff member Brooke Anderson. Rimmele plans to
use the funds to purchase new equipment for its 9,000-

square-foot facility and hire new staff.
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The South County EDC recently hosted a press conference at the
San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce offices to discuss the survey
results of the San Ysidro Pedestrian Border Crossing.

Key public officials spoke about the findings of the 2016 survey
that consisted of data collected from more than 3,000 pedestrians
travelling northbound through the San Ysidro Port of Entry.
Honorable Congressman Juan Vargas noted the importance of
improving the port’s infrastructure and the economic impact that the
port has on our community.

“Improving the San Ysidro Port of Entry’s infrastructure is
essential to delivering a positive experience for those traveling across
the border for school, work, shopping and tourism,” said
Congressman Juan Vargas. “In addition to maintaining a secure
border, we must invest in a more efficient border that will ultimately
encourage economic growth in our region.”

South County EDC President and CEO Cindy Gompper-Graves
led the press conference and shared key highlights of the report that
included comparisons to the 2011 report, as well as what has been
accomplished since the last report. They also discussed the following
recommendations for future consideration, stemming from the
recent survey findings:

• Train CBP officers on excellent public service.
• Increase the number of open lanes.
• Manage shift change of CBP officers.
• Improve signage.
• Improve infrastructure on the Mexico side.
• Improve pedestrian flow into the SYPOE facility.
Additional data revealed at the press conference included a 6

percent increase in Sentri enrollment, the length of border wait
times which often exceed 70 minutes, and an analysis that
showcased how the wait time was cut in half when all lanes are
staffed and open with expanded hours. 

San Ysidro Pedestrian Border
Crossing Report Unveiled At

Press Conference

Improving the San Ysidro Port of Entry’s
infrastructure is essential to delivering a positive experience for
those traveling across the border for school, work, shopping and
tourism. In addition to maintaining a secure border, we must
invest in a more efficient border that will ultimately encourage

economic growth in our region.

   – Congressman Juan Vargas”

“

Promotion Of East Otay Mesa
Begins In Earnest

South County EDC has begun to promote one of the last bastions
of undeveloped land in South County as a means to bring new jobs
to our region.  

Often referred to as San Diego’s last frontier. East Otay Mesa
offers a unique combination of affordability, perfect climate and
large expanses of developable land designed for commercial and
industrial uses. Situated near residential neighborhoods and
shopping districts, the area can serve business interests including
office, R&D, and even large-scale manufacturing. A nearby
international airport and cross-border infrastructure ensure that East
Otay Mesa is the perfect ground-floor opportunity for large
companies with interests in Mexico, East Asia and the West Coast.

A special thanks to the County of San Diego for providing the
funds for this project.

SANDAG and Caltrans in partnership with various local, state, and
federal agencies on both sides of the border are currently financing
and constructing a new commercial border crossing in East Otay
Mesa. The new state Route 11 will connect state Route 905 to this
new border crossing and will mitigate wait times at the existing land
port of entry in Otay Mesa, allowing employers, employees, and
commercial vehicles on both sides of the border to travel across the
border expeditiously.

Potential employers will be able to tap into both the U.S. and
Mexico labor pool, offering the possibility of multi-cultural, multi-
lingual capabilities. To transport this workforce, East Otay Mesa has
convenient access to the Metropolitan Transit System, which
connects various areas in San Diego to the border crossings. Bus
routes are available providing inexpensive and reliable transportation
for commuters.

WORDS

I joined the South County EDC to grow
my business and to increase the investments
and improve businesses in South County.

What I liked the most about attending my first
board meeting was the variety and

quality of people I met. 
– Greg Kahn

Next Level F&A

“

”
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South Bay Welcomes Visitors with New Tourism Website
South County EDC is launching a new initiative, Visit San

Diego’s South Bay, to bring awareness to the beaches, bikes, birds
and boards, and vast tourism opportunities located throughout
south San Diego County.

Community leaders throughout South County have come
together to support South County EDC and help launch the new
San Diego’s South Bay website, where visitors can find
information on things to do, attractions, events, places to eat and
sleep, and learn more about robust ecological draw that South
Bay offers. 

“It’s great to see the
communities come together to
showcase the unique tourism
opportunities that South Bay
offers,” said Joe Terzi,
president of San Diego
Tourism Authority.  “It rounds
out the tourism activities nicely
as it relates to the county as a
whole.”

From beaches to the mountains and in between, San Diego’s
South Bay has it all – including attractions, historical tours and art
throughout Coronado, Imperial Beach, National City and
Chula Vista.

The sprawling biking and hiking paths, and miles of sandy
beaches and pristine water for surfing, swimming and boating,
makes south bay the perfect destination for outdoor enthusiasts. If
art and history is more your speed, make your way through the
more than 20 historical sites, museums and cultural points of
interest along the way. San Diego’s South Bay also offers
shopping, dining and acres of wildlife refuges.

“One thing that really sets South Bay apart is the ecotourism
aspect,” said Monica Montano, past chair of the South County

EDC board. “Many people aren’t aware of the biodiversity in their
own back yard. Our goal is to let our community know that they
don’t have to go far to experience such a vast array of plants and
wildlife.”

For more information and to explore things to do in South Bay,
visit: www.SanDiegosSouthBay.com.

WORDS

We joined the South County EDC
because we were told it was one of the most

important associations of leaders of the
various businesses in South County, and that
it provides valuable resources for addressing
any issues and concerns that a business may

face. I was immediately impressed by the
level of ready participation, and palpable
and contagious interest and enthusiasm

among the members!  We are very thankful
for SCEDC's help in accomplishing

Samsung’s TV giveaway to schools and look
forward to many more community service

activities in the future.

– Kristina Kim
Samsung International, Inc.

“

”
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