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plicants. "

The South Bay project likely obtained
the funds chiefly due to already having
all the necessary environmental studies
completed, and building permits, she
said.

"It's a shovel-ready project, which is
what they were looking for," she said. "The
whole theory is that they were looking
for projects that create jobs now and not
waiting for three years to get everything
approved."

Construction work on the SR-905 im-
provements began in 2008, and continues
on two distinct fronts, according to San-
dag. The total 905 project will cost about
$432.8 million, Sandag said.

Of that amount, $74 million was pro-
vided from the federal bailout package,
also called the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Traffic Volume Projected To Triple
The 6.5-mile stretch between I-80S and

the Otay Mesa border crossing is traveled
by a large number of trailer trucks daily,
most of which are coming or going to
the area's maquiladoras or twin plants
in Tijuana, and to warehouses and other
industrial parks on the U.S. side of the
border.

Much of the connector called Otay
Mesa Road is a six-lane surface street and
the only access to the border crossing. Cur-
rently about 68,000 vehicles a day travel
the road, but traffic is expected to triple
by 2030, Sandag said.

The latest funding is specifically tabbed
for the final phase of the project, an in-
terchange with I-80S. Work is expected
to start in September and be completed
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Construction machinery carves out the future path of state Route 905 in this view from May. The $432.8 million project will link the Olay Mesa
Port of Entry and Interstate 805.

in 2012.
The project has long been in the plan-

ning stages and is necessary to correct what
is now a "challenging" commute for many
drivers along Otay Mesa Road, and ensure
that the area continues to attract new busi-
nesses, said Cindy Gompper Graves, chief

executive for the South County Economic
Development Council.

"We need to expand the transporta-
tion backbone of this area's infrastruc-
ture to make it easier for companies to
ship and move their products," Gomp-
per Graves said. "More companies are

locating to South County and that's the
good news, but the nip side is that those
companies are generating more traffic.
We have to invest in the infrastructure
to support companies that are already
here, and the companies that may he
commg.


