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Since 2002, employment among the
Port of San Diego tenants has grown by a
remarkable 47 percent and now
represents 3.6 percent of all jobs in the
entire county.  

The San Diego Unified Port District
recently held a conference to present the
economic impact of the Port tidelands on
the San Diego region. The findings
presented at this conference reinforce the
Port’s importance in growing San Diego’s
economy.

Annually, the businesses around 
Tidelands and the bay generate more than
$10.6 billion toward the region’s 
economy, more than 77,000 jobs and sup-
port 30 maritime businesses. The Port
tidelands economy includes a highly
diverse mix of tenants and sub-tenants
who occupy two major economic sectors --
travel and commercial and industrial and
trade. These two sectors represent 34,858
jobs and $3 billion annual output and
42,280 jobs and $7.6 billion annual

output respectively.  
David Peckinpaugh, president and CEO

of the San Diego Convention and Visitors
Bureau, spoke at the conference on the
state of the tourism industry locally and
delivered a forecast for the remainder of
2007.

He said visitors to San Diego are
expected to increase 1.5 percent this year
and direct spending by these visitors is
expected to be up 5 percent for a total of
$7.8 billion spent by tourists in the region
this year.

Peckinpaugh noted that San Diego has
only 54,000 hotels rooms with only 2,000
to 3,000 more expected in each of the
next three years.  He compared this to
111,000 rooms in Orlando, 134,000 in Las
Vegas and 93,000 in Los Angeles.  He said
San Diego has roughly the same number
of rooms as Phoenix and Anaheim.  San
Diego needs more hotels if it is going to
compete as a world-class tourist
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This year, more than 50,000 containers of bananas will enter the Port
of San Diego at the Dole Fresh Fruit Facility at the Tenth Avenue
Marine Terminal in National City.
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DID YOU KNOW?
■ An average of 150 million board feet of lumber 

comes through the Port each year.  This is 
enough lumber to stretch across the continental
U.S. 10 times.

■ The Port financed the construction of the San
Diego Convention Center in 1989 at a cost of
more than $160 million.

■ Each cruise ship call to San Diego generates an
economic impact of about $2 million.

■ One out of every eight new automobiles in the
U.S. enters the country through the Port of San
Diego

■ Each December, the Port sponsors the Big Bay
Balloon Parade, with the most balloons of any
parade in the U.S. (Yes, even more than Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade!)
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SCEDC Provides South
County Businesses With
Resources

Dan Biggs’ business needed two
part-time employees who were computer
literate and possessed competent work
skills, including promptness. As vice presi-
dent of the South County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC), he had
learned about the various business connec-
tions available through the SCEDC. 

Biggs happily found that the career
services provided through the South County
Career Center were professional and 

friendly. Each candidate that was sent to
him for the position was prescreened,
therefore possessing the required skills. All
that was left to him was to find the right
personality to fit his company.

“I always look to hire local people,” said
Biggs. “By going through the South County
Career Center, I was able to find the right
people from right here in South County. It
was easy and cost considerably less than
other career placement agencies.  I 
recommend them wholeheartedly.”

Biggs credits his highly successful 
candidate search to the connections he has
made at SCEDC, stating that without this
organization, he never would have known
about these extra services. 

“Connecting South County businesses
with other agencies is only a small part of
the SCEDC’s tools for success,” he added. 

SCEDC provides a number of 
opportunities for South County businesses
to connect with other organizations to
improve the success of their business.
Services range from the small-business

lending program to outside agencies that
provide mentoring and assistance in
developing business plans.

For more information about how the
SCEDC can help South County businesses,
visit  www.sandiegosouth.com.
Or call 619-424-5143.

The XVII Annual Economic Summit
San Diego Convention Center

September 28th
Book your table now!

Dr. Sally Ride, Keynote Speaker
Read all about it on Page 6

Business Services Coordinator Connie
Velazquez and the South County Career
Center use their resources to help small
business owners in the South County
find competent employees whose skills
fit the specific needs of their companies. 

“By going through the South
County Career Center, I was
able to find the right people

from right here in South
County.”

– Dan Biggs, SCEDC Vice President
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From agriculture to manufacturing, the United States’ economy
depends on the effective flow of goods and services. International
border crossings between the U.S. and Mexico are critically
important components of each nation’s economies, responsible for
the daily passage of billions of dollars in commerce. 

The U.S./Mexican border is a crossing point for a trading relation-
ship estimated to be worth $263 billion annually. However, much of
that trade depends on just a few vital ports of entry, whose outdated
infrastructure leaves them vulnerable to lengthy delays.  Nearly 10%
of all people and goods that come into the U.S. through land ports
of entry pass through San Diego’s Otay Mesa and San Ysidro border
crossings. The lack of appropriate attention has resulted in
overburdened check points experiencing stifling congestion. 

In 2005, according to the San Diego Association of Governments,
the average two-hour delays historically experienced at the Otay
Mesa Border Crossing caused the San Diego and Baja binational
economy to lose over $6 billion in total lost output / commercial
revenues and more than 42,000 regional jobs. These severe impacts
to our economy are felt most by workers and businesses located
near the border. 

There are two primary reasons why the border wait times are
excessive. The No. 1 cause continues to be not enough fully staffed

Interest in the growing Tijuana economy from across the Pacific is
increasing, according to officials from the Tijuana Economic
Development Corporation. The Chinese are showing strong interest
in Baja California, especially Tijuana, as a prime location for invest-
ment. The Tijuana EDC received two Chinese delegations in the past
few months, with a third scheduled for late this year.

A delegation of 28 government representatives and entrepreneurs
of the province of Jiangsu visited Tijuana last November, with special
interest in construction, infrastructure and housing development.

A second delegation of 23 government
representatives and entrepreneurs from
Beijing visited Tijuana in March with
interest in the automotive and pharmaceu-
tical industries, various services, construc-
tion and infrastructure.

Both delegations agreed that Mexico’s
strong commercial relations along with the
vital location of Tijuana in proximity to
San Diego make it one of the most
powerful economies in the world and a
desirable place in which to invest.

Now, thanks to strong efforts and 

By Doug Paul, South County Economic Development Council

Baja California Attracts International
Investors And Car Manufacturers

guidance from state and local government, these potential
investments are becoming a reality. With an approximate investment
of $400 million, Chinese Car Manufacturer ZX Auto and its United
States partner Chamco have agreed to establish a manufacturing
plant in Tijuana.

Three new vehicles will eventually be built in Tijuana, including a
pick-up truck, a sport utility vehicle and a three-wheeled compact
vehicle. 

This new investment is expected to create 5,000 new jobs within
a period of 5 years and it will solidify Baja California’s growing 
automotive sector, which is expecting the arrival of additional 
automotive suppliers from China, the United States and Europe.
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inspection booths in place to meet
the growing travel demands. Second,
the capital infrastructure and invest-
ment in the crossing stations has
lagged behind available technology. 

There is consensus among eco-
nomic experts and political leaders
that urgent improvements are
needed. However, agreements need
to be finalized about the priorities of
projects and how financing can be
obtained. In his 2008 budget,
President Bush has requested $10.2
billion for customs and border protection upgrades. Though this
may seem like an exorbitant amount of money, it is not nearly
enough to effectively reduce wait times.

Ideally, the amount of funds that a port of entry receives should
be proportional to the volume of traffic that it processes. If San
Ysidro received an amount of funding comparable to other ports of
entry along the border, it would be able to staff all 24 northbound

A delegation of approximately 20 members from the South County EDC recently toured new
oceanfront developments from Tijuana to Rosarito, including several luxury-class residential
projects by developers from this side of the border.  Whereas the last Baja tour focused on the
maquiladora industry in the Tijuana region, this year’s tour highlighted the booming
visitor industry along the coast between Tijuana and Rosarito. 

(continued on page 5)

SCEDC Helps South
County Businesses Prosper
With Loans 

The South County Economic
Development Council’s small business
lending program provides South County
businesses that otherwise might not qualify
for a loan through a bank with non-tradi-
tional small business loans of $5,000 to
$50,000. Offering competitive interest rates,
the SCEDC has the funds to make several
large loans.

“The SCEDC wants to see South County
businesses prosper,” said incoming SCEDC
Treasurer Rosa Lopez-Gonzalez. “We work
as ombudsmen with other agencies to
connect South County businesses with the
tools for success. We connect businesses
with agencies that provide mentoring, assist
in developing a business plan, find
employees and get things needed to
successfully start and grow a business.” 

According to Lopez-Gonzalez, SCEDC’s
small business loan program is more
nurturing to businesses than a bank
because so many additional services and
guidance are offered. Additionally, SCEDC’s
criterion for a small business loan is much
less restrictive than a bank’s. Loans can be
granted even if there isn’t enough collateral
or a good credit score.

“By offering loans that are often seen as
a little riskier, we are infusing momentum,
energy and interest into South County
businesses, which further show the value of
our South County economy,” Lopez-
Gonzalez added.

SCEDC’s small business loan application
process takes as little as 30 days to
complete from start to finish. First,
interested parties must download a small
loan application from SCEDC’s Web site.
After the application is received and
complete, it goes before the SCEDC Loan
Committee, which is comprised of business
owners and loan officers.

Money received from the program may
be used for anything that will preserve and
generate jobs in the South County. Funds

may be used to purchase equipment,
expand operations, add to the workforce,
improve cash flow, buy inventory and
upgrade equipment.

For more information on the SCEDC’s
small business loan program, or to down-
load an application, visit
www.sandiegosouth.com.

SCEDC Hosts South
County School Districts’
Superindendents

For the first time ever, the South County
Economic Development Council Workforce
and Education Committee met with super-
intendents from all of South County’s
school districts to discuss ways to pave the
way for more collaboration between SCEDC
and the education sector in the future.

The meeting included an overview of the
purpose of SCEDC’s Workforce and
Education Committee, ways that business
and education can strengthen their
partnership, and a presentation and
discussion on the findings of the South
County Workforce Needs Assessment
Survey.

It was concluded that a connection
between the schools and business must be
embedded into the existing curriculum,
according to committee co-chair Norma

Hernandez  “Internships for students
exploring career paths are very important
and the business community should be
involved and encouraging,” she said.  “It is
also essential to educate parents on the
importance of students learning life skills
for success in their future.”

The committee will be looking into the
Bill Gates & Dell Foundation’s Texas High
School Project for examples of the business
community partnering within the education
arena.  This will be a priority for the
committee in the coming months, according
to Lassman.
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Cindy Gompper-Graves of the SCEDC, a
restaurant customer, La Especial owner
Jose Ybarra, Chula Vista Mayor Cheryl
Cox, Jack Blakely of TAVA and Lisa
Cohen of the Chula Vista Chamber of
Commerce celebrate the opening of La
Especial Mexican restaurant in Chula
Vista this past June.  The restaurant is
one of many South County businesses to
benefit from the SCEDC’s small business
lending program.

destination.  
Another speaker on the panel was

Robert Sharak of the Cruise Lines
International Association.  He said the
North American cruise market has grown
every year since 1980 and that all cruise
lines run at 104 percent occupancy.  Twelve
new ships are coming on line in 2007 but
the cruise lines can not build the ships fast
enough to keep up with demand.  In 2006,
San Diego saw a 128 percent increase in
port calls from cruise vessels.  

A consultant to the California senate’s
Transportation Sub-Committee, Norman
Fassler-Katz, indicated that the future looks
bright for San Diego and trade jobs.  He
said that trade jobs in California pay
$45,000 on average but in San Diego those
same jobs pay $60,000 annually.  Container
traffic in California has doubled in less than
10 years and will double again in the next
10 years, according to Fassler-Katz, yet the
three largest ports – Los Angeles, Oakland
and Long Beach – are reaching capacity.
This will translate into more business for
San Diego.  

But Port Commissioner Robert “Dukie”
Valderrama warned that we are running out of
space to accommodate more trade business.

“We need more storage space at our
terminals to facilitate the movement of
additional goods,” said Valderrama at the
conclusion of the conference.

EMPLOYMENT UP
(continued from page 1)
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Out With The Old, In With The
New At Imperial Beach

he city of Imperial Beach is planning on
transforming its oceanfront and

expanding its tourism potential with two
economic development plans.

The Seacoast Inn, an older three-story hotel
right on the beach, is proposed to be
demolished and replaced with a four-story, 78-
room structure. The new building would
include underground parking, a restaurant,
cocktail lounge, outdoor patio, pool and spa,
meeting rooms and landscaping.

Benefits to the community of Imperial Beach
would include 35 feet of new beach width and
improvements to the end of Date Avenue such
as enhanced paving, landscaping, parking and
realignment of the seawall.

The hotel will also have an “eco” design that
uses up-to-the-minute technology, benefiting the
environment and enhancing Imperial Beach’s
growing eco-tourism industry. Environmental
sensitivity will be incorporated into the siting,

design, selection of materials, water and energy
components, as well as operation and
management of the hotel.

Permits are scheduled to be issued by the
city over the coming months and construction
should begin in about 12 months.

In addition to a new hotel, Imperial Beach
retained professional real estate consulting
services to analyze potential sites for tourist-
enhancing attractions on both the oceanfront
and along the Palm Avenue corridor.

“We are very excited about the opportunities
these visitor-enhancing projects will bring to our
city,” said Mayor of Imperial Beach Jim Janney.
“Not only will they help to showcase our
beautiful beaches but will also add to our
revenue base and bring jobs.”

Plans In Place For New Sycuan
Hotel In National City

lanning is under way for Marina Gateway, 
a combined hotel, restaurant and com-

mercial development in National City that will
be highlighted by a new state-of-the-art Sycuan
luxury hotel, according to Patricia Beard, rede-
velopment manager for the Community
Development Commission of National City.

Marina Gateway comprises three sites
totaling approximately nine acres within the San
Diego Regional Enterprise Zone, which gives
numerous state tax advantages to businesses
located within the area.  The project is part of
the overall redevelopment of the National City
harbor district, generally bounded by Paradise
Marsh to the south, Bay Marina Drive (24th
Street) to the north, Interstate 5 to the east and
Marina Way to the west.

This $25 million project is a combined effort
of the Sycuan Tribal Development Corporation

along with MRW Group, who together formed
the Marina Gateway Company, LLC. 

Marina Gateway will begin National City's
bayfront transformation from industrial use to
recreational and retail use.  The Sycuan Tribe
has committed to building a three-star 173-room
hotel on the waterfront along with a 4,000-
square foot restaurant and 16,000  square feet of
commercial space overlooking the federal
wildlife preserve and walking trails located
immediately west of I-5 on the south side of Bay
Marina Drive.  

In addition, National City’s Community
Development Commission recently entered into
an Exclusive Negotiating Agreement (ENA) with
Marina Gateway Development Corporation in
order to discuss the feasibility of developing two
additional 4, 000-square-foot restaurants.  The
land to be developed under the ENA sits on two
blocks immediately north of the Sycuan Marina
Gateway hotel site.  Marketing efforts are under
way to find a right fit for the restaurant sites,
with an eye toward a family-oriented, breakfast,
lunch, and dinner restaurant operator.

Coronado Examines Traffic
Congestion

ignificant progress has been made
between the city of Coronado and the

U.S. Navy toward the necessary environmental
documentation as well as a detailed project
report for improvements to the state Route

75/282 transportation corridor, which includes
the San Diego-Coronado Bay Bridge, Third and
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The planned demolition and replace-
ment of the Seacoast Inn is one of the
initial steps in the transformation of
Imperial Beach’s oceanfront.

The $25 million Marina Gateway project
including a Sycuan luxury hotel will help
put National City’s marina district on
the map. 

The city of Coronado and the U.S. Navy
are working together to determine the
most effective long-term traffic solutions
for the region, including possible
improvements to the state route 75/282
corridor, which includes the San Diego-
Coronado Bay Bridge. 
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“We are very excited
about the opportunities
these visitor-enhancing

projects will bring
to our city.” 

–Jim Janney, Mayor of Imperial Beach.

SCEDC Announces “Right
Here Right Now” As 2007
Summit Theme

The South County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC) is inviting
members to take part in the 17th annual
Economic Summit, “Right Here Right Now.” 

Dr. Sally Ride, former NASA astronaut and
president and CEO of Sally Ride Science, has
been named one of the event’s two keynote
speakers.  Dr. Ride will be joined as a
keynote speaker by Tijuana Mayor Kurt
Honold.  

According to Summit Chairwoman
Shannon Brown, South County is emerging
into the dynamic region that was envisioned
when the SCEDC was founded more than 20
years ago.  A look back in history and a peek
into the future is planned at this year’s
Summit.

The event will be held on Friday, Sept.
28, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the San
Diego Convention Center. The SCEDC’s
Economic Summit brings together more than

400 business leaders, community leaders and
public officials on an annual basis. 

There will be an elected officials panel
discussion on the growing business
opportunities in the South County and how
our elected officials are going to facilitate
them. Additionally, there will be a sports and
entertainment panel to discuss the growing
number of sports facilities in the South
County, the possible relocation of the
Chargers to the region and the huge econom-
ic role sports and entertainment play.

Considered one of the premier business
events in San Diego, the Economic Summit is
providing a number of sponsorship opportu-
nities for businesses, allowing members to
maximize their exhibiting and marketing
efforts.

Sponsors will have the option to choose
between several different sponsorship levels,
including Gold, Silver and Table sponsor-
ships. Additionally, there are a number of
other sponsorships available including
awards sponsorships, registration sponsor-
ships, welcome bag sponsorships, program

advertiser and display table sponsorships.
For more information, please contact

Cindy Gompper-Graves, chief executive offi-
cer at 619-424-5143 or
www.sandiegosouth.com.

South County Education
Gets A New Look

After breaking ground in the spring of
2006, Southwestern College is preparing to
open its new Higher Education Center this
fall.  The 70,000-square-foot state-of-the-art
facility includes 15 classrooms, four science
labs, three computer labs and ancillary
counseling and support services.  Academic
training will be provided for more than
5,000 students at this new Otay Mesa
extension of Southwestern College.

The Higher Education Center will be
home to several signature programs includ-
ing a police academy, environmental
technology, nursing, fire science technology
and paramedic, emergency medical techni-
cian and international business programs.

South County has experienced
tremendous growth in both the housing
and commercial sectors in recent years and
a substantial investment in educational
infrastructure has accompanied this growth,
according to Rob Hixson of CB Richard
Ellis.  “And Southwestern College is now

capturing the essence of
Otay Mesa’s geographic
business advantage
through its International
Business Program,” he
said.

Additional education
improvements in the
South County include a
future High Tech High
School and High Tech
Middle School coming
to eastern Chula Vista
next year, which could
accommodate as many
as 900 students and
employ 65 facility and staff members. The
school’s emphasis will be in environmental
subjects and programs.

Scheduled to open this fall is Mater Dei
Catholic High School in Chula Vista. Built
on approximately 40 acres near Olympic
Parkway, the campus will feature state-of-
the-art education facilities and technology.
Projected to have a student population of
2,000, Mater Dei will continue the legacy

and tradition of Marian Catholic High
School in Imperial Beach.

Furthermore, significant progress is
being made in Chula Vista on the future
University Park and Research Center.
Expected to accommodate approximately
20,000 students, the 500-acre setting will
include a university campus and related
research institutes and centers.
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More than 5,000 students will benefit from Southwestern
College’s new Higher Education Center, a 70,000-square-foot
facility slated to open in Otay Mesa this fall.

Dr. Sally Ride, former NASA astronaut
and President and CEO of Sally Ride
Science, will be a keynote speaker at
the South County Economic
Development Council’s 17th annual
Economic Summit to be held on Friday,
Sept. 28
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Fourth streets in Coronado up to and including
Orange Avenue. 

This report and documentation phase,
scheduled for completion in 2009, will
determine the best long-term traffic solutions
for the community. As the conclusion of this
phase nears, the city will begin to discuss and
evaluate final design plans for the selected
preferred traffic alternative. The project’s suc-
cess depends on keeping a positive working
relationship with project partners, such as 
the Navy.

Top city and Navy officials recently met to
discuss project alternatives and funding
opportunities. The Navy issued a positive letter
as a result of this meeting, reaffirming its 
commitment to the city to help relieve traffic
congestion in Coronado. 

“We are prepared to fully participate in the
evaluation of potential designs,” wrote Assistant
Secretary of the Navy BJ Penn.  “And we will
help identify appropriate funding sources for
subsequent phases of the process.” 

Secretary Penn went on to say that he is
confident the partnering agencies on this
project “will find the right regional approach to
this multifaceted transportation problem that
enables the city and the Navy to achieve
respective goals and missions.” 

The city’s long-standing partnership with the
Navy dates back more than 100 years. Most
recently, the city and the Navy partnered on the
completion of the Third Street Gate in
Coronado, which provides naval personnel with
direct access to and from Naval Air Station North
Island from Third Street. 

“The Navy will help Coronado address its
traffic problem and we are very appreciative of
their support,” said Coronado City Manager
Mark Ochenduszko. “Secretary Penn’s letter is a
good example of the type of positive working
relationship the city enjoys with the Navy.”

New Rohr Exhibit Opens At
Chula Vista Heritage Museum

he Chula Vista Heritage Museum has
recently welcomed the Rohr Exhibit for

public viewing. Step back in time to an era
when the Rohr Aircraft Corporation was the
world’s largest subcontractor of jet-related
components. The Rohr Corporation was Chula
Vista’s single largest employer for decades and
contributed greatly to the growth and economy
of the city. At the end of World War II, Rohr

employed more than 9,000 men and women on
the payroll in a town that had only 4,000
residents at the start of the war.  

The new exhibit showcases the company's
role in transforming a city known as the “Lemon
Capital of the World” into an industrial hub.
Come in to view historic photographs, airplane
parts and tools, and a scale model of the drop
hammer, a machine invented by Rohr to shape
sheet metal. Exhibit sponsors include the city of
Chula Vista, Goodrich, former Rohr employees
and the Heritage Museum Society. 

The Chula Vista Heritage Museum is located
at 360 Third Ave. in Chula Vista’s historic
downtown. It is open Tuesday and Thursday,
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Visit chulavistalibrary.com
or call (619) 427-8092 for more information. 

County Working To Reinvest In
Regional Parks 

s more people move into the South
County and the area’s population grows,

so too does the need for playgrounds, open
spaces, trails and parks.

That’s why county Supervisor Greg Cox has
moved to address that need by reinvesting
county dollars into a number of existing
regional parks and into projects to create more
facilities for hikers, athletes and equestrians.

The Otay River Valley is a major focus of the
county’s efforts to improve recreation
opportunities for residents.

The valley has a rich history, dating back to
the 1770s when Father Serra chose the Otay
River Valley as his first camp and continuing
through the early 1800s when vast Spanish
ranchos covered the area.

Today, with increasing urbanization, land use
in the valley is changing. The county, along with
the cities of San Diego and Chula Vista, created
the Otay Valley Regional Park to serve South
County residents and visitors by providing open
space and recreation opportunities. Those
opportunities include playing fields and picnic
areas and hiking, biking and horse trails, while
also protecting open space, wildlife, historic,
agricultural and archaeological resources.

The park is proposed to have 13 miles of
multi-use trails that will include connections to
adjacent trail systems, such as the Bayshore
Bikeway and the Chula Vista Greenbelt trail
system.

The Board of Supervisors, along with
officials of other jurisdictions, recently approved
an 8.3-mile segment of the trail system. The
county is seeking funding to construct that first
segment, between Interstate 5 and Interstate
805.  Supervisor Cox’s office gave a further
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(continued from page 3)

Photos such as this one of women fac-
tory workers at Rohr during World War
II are among the many historic photo-
graphs and other items on display for
public viewing at the Rohr Exhibit in the
Chula Vista Heritage Museum.

The 78-acre Otay Lakes Park provides
South County residents with a beautiful
view of Otay Lakes and the surrounding
hills in addition to a playground, horse-
shoe courts, hiking trails, a lawn area
and a native plant garden. 

T
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At the end of World War
II, Rohr employed more
than 9,000 men and

women on the payroll in a
town that had only 4,000

residents at the start
of the war.

boost to the trail plans by providing $300,000
for a staging area for equestrians and other
users of the park.

The Mace Street Staging Area, in Chula Vista,
will be designed to accommodate multiple user
groups. The money will be used to complete the
design and environmental analysis, including
construction documents, for the staging area.
The design and environmental analysis will
determine if any mitigation measures are need-
ed and will provide a cost estimate for construc-
tion of the staging area.

But Otay Valley Regional Park isn’t the only
recreation area undergoing improvements. In
recent weeks, the county allocated $150,000 for
a concept plan for a sports complex in the
Tijuana River Valley. The concept plan is for a
future multi-sport complex on 63 acres of coun-
ty-owned land on Sunset Avenue in the Tijuana
River Valley Regional Park.

The plan will include an analysis of
opportunities and constraints, with a
preliminary report on potential impacts. This
project will involve extensive public outreach
and input to identify the recreational needs of
the surrounding community. It will take
approximately 18 months to complete.

With these projects, residents of the South
County can be guaranteed of finding plenty of
parks and open spaces for active play and
recreation.

San Ysidro Street
Improvements Under Way

he San Ysidro Streetlights Project and the
San Ysidro Streetscape Improvements

Project are slated to begin construction in the
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The Third Annual Elected Officials
Reception hosted by SCEDC, Port of San
Diego, City of Chula Vista and South
County Chambers of Commerce will take

place September 20th at the Chula Vista
Bayside Park.  The reception will high-
light the accomplishments of the region’s
economic development efforts and set
the stage for future plans for
economic growth.  More than 400 elect-
ed officials, business and
community leaders attended the same
event held last year at the Promenade
in Coronado.

Save
the Date

Gaylord Entertainment
JLC Consulting Services
Las Olas
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lanes effectively with two border agents per
lane, not one, thus
expediting the flow of traffic. 

With the delays continuing to cost our
economy, it only seems logical that we
allocate extra funds to minimize stoppage at
the border. Now is the time to agree on a
plan, priorities and a funding scheme to
reduce congestion, improve safety and
keep international trade moving across
our borders.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(continued from page 2)

coming months. The new streetlights are expect-
ed to be installed in early 2008 while
construction on the streetscape improvements
may start as soon as this November.

Together, the two projects will create a safer
and more user-friendly environment for the
busiest international land crossing in the world
through the construction of 1) new sidewalks,
curbs and gutters, 2) new streetlights and 3)
upgraded fencing and new street furniture. The
improvements will help remove blight and
stimulate community and economic
development. The enhancements, funded by San
Ysidro Redevelopment tax increment, will
initiate the revitalization of a major corridor in
the city of San Diego.

T

The Otay River Valley
is a major focus of the

county’s efforts to
improve recreation

opportunities
for residents.

The South County Economic Development
Council is funded in part by grants from the
cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, Imperial
Beach, National City and San Diego, the
County of San Diego and the Port of San
Diego and our members.
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Fourth streets in Coronado up to and including
Orange Avenue. 

This report and documentation phase,
scheduled for completion in 2009, will
determine the best long-term traffic solutions
for the community. As the conclusion of this
phase nears, the city will begin to discuss and
evaluate final design plans for the selected
preferred traffic alternative. The project’s suc-
cess depends on keeping a positive working
relationship with project partners, such as 
the Navy.

Top city and Navy officials recently met to
discuss project alternatives and funding
opportunities. The Navy issued a positive letter
as a result of this meeting, reaffirming its 
commitment to the city to help relieve traffic
congestion in Coronado. 

“We are prepared to fully participate in the
evaluation of potential designs,” wrote Assistant
Secretary of the Navy BJ Penn.  “And we will
help identify appropriate funding sources for
subsequent phases of the process.” 

Secretary Penn went on to say that he is
confident the partnering agencies on this
project “will find the right regional approach to
this multifaceted transportation problem that
enables the city and the Navy to achieve
respective goals and missions.” 

The city’s long-standing partnership with the
Navy dates back more than 100 years. Most
recently, the city and the Navy partnered on the
completion of the Third Street Gate in
Coronado, which provides naval personnel with
direct access to and from Naval Air Station North
Island from Third Street. 

“The Navy will help Coronado address its
traffic problem and we are very appreciative of
their support,” said Coronado City Manager
Mark Ochenduszko. “Secretary Penn’s letter is a
good example of the type of positive working
relationship the city enjoys with the Navy.”

New Rohr Exhibit Opens At
Chula Vista Heritage Museum

he Chula Vista Heritage Museum has
recently welcomed the Rohr Exhibit for

public viewing. Step back in time to an era
when the Rohr Aircraft Corporation was the
world’s largest subcontractor of jet-related
components. The Rohr Corporation was Chula
Vista’s single largest employer for decades and
contributed greatly to the growth and economy
of the city. At the end of World War II, Rohr

employed more than 9,000 men and women on
the payroll in a town that had only 4,000
residents at the start of the war.  

The new exhibit showcases the company's
role in transforming a city known as the “Lemon
Capital of the World” into an industrial hub.
Come in to view historic photographs, airplane
parts and tools, and a scale model of the drop
hammer, a machine invented by Rohr to shape
sheet metal. Exhibit sponsors include the city of
Chula Vista, Goodrich, former Rohr employees
and the Heritage Museum Society. 

The Chula Vista Heritage Museum is located
at 360 Third Ave. in Chula Vista’s historic
downtown. It is open Tuesday and Thursday,
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Visit chulavistalibrary.com
or call (619) 427-8092 for more information. 

County Working To Reinvest In
Regional Parks 

s more people move into the South
County and the area’s population grows,

so too does the need for playgrounds, open
spaces, trails and parks.

That’s why county Supervisor Greg Cox has
moved to address that need by reinvesting
county dollars into a number of existing
regional parks and into projects to create more
facilities for hikers, athletes and equestrians.

The Otay River Valley is a major focus of the
county’s efforts to improve recreation
opportunities for residents.

The valley has a rich history, dating back to
the 1770s when Father Serra chose the Otay
River Valley as his first camp and continuing
through the early 1800s when vast Spanish
ranchos covered the area.

Today, with increasing urbanization, land use
in the valley is changing. The county, along with
the cities of San Diego and Chula Vista, created
the Otay Valley Regional Park to serve South
County residents and visitors by providing open
space and recreation opportunities. Those
opportunities include playing fields and picnic
areas and hiking, biking and horse trails, while
also protecting open space, wildlife, historic,
agricultural and archaeological resources.

The park is proposed to have 13 miles of
multi-use trails that will include connections to
adjacent trail systems, such as the Bayshore
Bikeway and the Chula Vista Greenbelt trail
system.

The Board of Supervisors, along with
officials of other jurisdictions, recently approved
an 8.3-mile segment of the trail system. The
county is seeking funding to construct that first
segment, between Interstate 5 and Interstate
805.  Supervisor Cox’s office gave a further
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Photos such as this one of women fac-
tory workers at Rohr during World War
II are among the many historic photo-
graphs and other items on display for
public viewing at the Rohr Exhibit in the
Chula Vista Heritage Museum.

The 78-acre Otay Lakes Park provides
South County residents with a beautiful
view of Otay Lakes and the surrounding
hills in addition to a playground, horse-
shoe courts, hiking trails, a lawn area
and a native plant garden. 

T
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At the end of World War
II, Rohr employed more
than 9,000 men and

women on the payroll in a
town that had only 4,000

residents at the start
of the war.

boost to the trail plans by providing $300,000
for a staging area for equestrians and other
users of the park.

The Mace Street Staging Area, in Chula Vista,
will be designed to accommodate multiple user
groups. The money will be used to complete the
design and environmental analysis, including
construction documents, for the staging area.
The design and environmental analysis will
determine if any mitigation measures are need-
ed and will provide a cost estimate for construc-
tion of the staging area.

But Otay Valley Regional Park isn’t the only
recreation area undergoing improvements. In
recent weeks, the county allocated $150,000 for
a concept plan for a sports complex in the
Tijuana River Valley. The concept plan is for a
future multi-sport complex on 63 acres of coun-
ty-owned land on Sunset Avenue in the Tijuana
River Valley Regional Park.

The plan will include an analysis of
opportunities and constraints, with a
preliminary report on potential impacts. This
project will involve extensive public outreach
and input to identify the recreational needs of
the surrounding community. It will take
approximately 18 months to complete.

With these projects, residents of the South
County can be guaranteed of finding plenty of
parks and open spaces for active play and
recreation.

San Ysidro Street
Improvements Under Way

he San Ysidro Streetlights Project and the
San Ysidro Streetscape Improvements

Project are slated to begin construction in the
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The Third Annual Elected Officials
Reception hosted by SCEDC, Port of San
Diego, City of Chula Vista and South
County Chambers of Commerce will take

place September 20th at the Chula Vista
Bayside Park.  The reception will high-
light the accomplishments of the region’s
economic development efforts and set
the stage for future plans for
economic growth.  More than 400 elect-
ed officials, business and
community leaders attended the same
event held last year at the Promenade
in Coronado.

Save
the Date

Gaylord Entertainment
JLC Consulting Services
Las Olas
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lanes effectively with two border agents per
lane, not one, thus
expediting the flow of traffic. 

With the delays continuing to cost our
economy, it only seems logical that we
allocate extra funds to minimize stoppage at
the border. Now is the time to agree on a
plan, priorities and a funding scheme to
reduce congestion, improve safety and
keep international trade moving across
our borders.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(continued from page 2)

coming months. The new streetlights are expect-
ed to be installed in early 2008 while
construction on the streetscape improvements
may start as soon as this November.

Together, the two projects will create a safer
and more user-friendly environment for the
busiest international land crossing in the world
through the construction of 1) new sidewalks,
curbs and gutters, 2) new streetlights and 3)
upgraded fencing and new street furniture. The
improvements will help remove blight and
stimulate community and economic
development. The enhancements, funded by San
Ysidro Redevelopment tax increment, will
initiate the revitalization of a major corridor in
the city of San Diego.

T

The Otay River Valley
is a major focus of the

county’s efforts to
improve recreation

opportunities
for residents.

The South County Economic Development
Council is funded in part by grants from the
cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, Imperial
Beach, National City and San Diego, the
County of San Diego and the Port of San
Diego and our members.
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Out With The Old, In With The
New At Imperial Beach

he city of Imperial Beach is planning on
transforming its oceanfront and

expanding its tourism potential with two
economic development plans.

The Seacoast Inn, an older three-story hotel
right on the beach, is proposed to be
demolished and replaced with a four-story, 78-
room structure. The new building would
include underground parking, a restaurant,
cocktail lounge, outdoor patio, pool and spa,
meeting rooms and landscaping.

Benefits to the community of Imperial Beach
would include 35 feet of new beach width and
improvements to the end of Date Avenue such
as enhanced paving, landscaping, parking and
realignment of the seawall.

The hotel will also have an “eco” design that
uses up-to-the-minute technology, benefiting the
environment and enhancing Imperial Beach’s
growing eco-tourism industry. Environmental
sensitivity will be incorporated into the siting,

design, selection of materials, water and energy
components, as well as operation and
management of the hotel.

Permits are scheduled to be issued by the
city over the coming months and construction
should begin in about 12 months.

In addition to a new hotel, Imperial Beach
retained professional real estate consulting
services to analyze potential sites for tourist-
enhancing attractions on both the oceanfront
and along the Palm Avenue corridor.

“We are very excited about the opportunities
these visitor-enhancing projects will bring to our
city,” said Mayor of Imperial Beach Jim Janney.
“Not only will they help to showcase our
beautiful beaches but will also add to our
revenue base and bring jobs.”

Plans In Place For New Sycuan
Hotel In National City

lanning is under way for Marina Gateway, 
a combined hotel, restaurant and com-

mercial development in National City that will
be highlighted by a new state-of-the-art Sycuan
luxury hotel, according to Patricia Beard, rede-
velopment manager for the Community
Development Commission of National City.

Marina Gateway comprises three sites
totaling approximately nine acres within the San
Diego Regional Enterprise Zone, which gives
numerous state tax advantages to businesses
located within the area.  The project is part of
the overall redevelopment of the National City
harbor district, generally bounded by Paradise
Marsh to the south, Bay Marina Drive (24th
Street) to the north, Interstate 5 to the east and
Marina Way to the west.

This $25 million project is a combined effort
of the Sycuan Tribal Development Corporation

along with MRW Group, who together formed
the Marina Gateway Company, LLC. 

Marina Gateway will begin National City's
bayfront transformation from industrial use to
recreational and retail use.  The Sycuan Tribe
has committed to building a three-star 173-room
hotel on the waterfront along with a 4,000-
square foot restaurant and 16,000  square feet of
commercial space overlooking the federal
wildlife preserve and walking trails located
immediately west of I-5 on the south side of Bay
Marina Drive.  

In addition, National City’s Community
Development Commission recently entered into
an Exclusive Negotiating Agreement (ENA) with
Marina Gateway Development Corporation in
order to discuss the feasibility of developing two
additional 4, 000-square-foot restaurants.  The
land to be developed under the ENA sits on two
blocks immediately north of the Sycuan Marina
Gateway hotel site.  Marketing efforts are under
way to find a right fit for the restaurant sites,
with an eye toward a family-oriented, breakfast,
lunch, and dinner restaurant operator.

Coronado Examines Traffic
Congestion

ignificant progress has been made
between the city of Coronado and the

U.S. Navy toward the necessary environmental
documentation as well as a detailed project
report for improvements to the state Route

75/282 transportation corridor, which includes
the San Diego-Coronado Bay Bridge, Third and
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The planned demolition and replace-
ment of the Seacoast Inn is one of the
initial steps in the transformation of
Imperial Beach’s oceanfront.

The $25 million Marina Gateway project
including a Sycuan luxury hotel will help
put National City’s marina district on
the map. 

The city of Coronado and the U.S. Navy
are working together to determine the
most effective long-term traffic solutions
for the region, including possible
improvements to the state route 75/282
corridor, which includes the San Diego-
Coronado Bay Bridge. 
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“We are very excited
about the opportunities
these visitor-enhancing

projects will bring
to our city.” 

–Jim Janney, Mayor of Imperial Beach.

SCEDC Announces “Right
Here Right Now” As 2007
Summit Theme

The South County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC) is inviting
members to take part in the 17th annual
Economic Summit, “Right Here Right Now.” 

Dr. Sally Ride, former NASA astronaut and
president and CEO of Sally Ride Science, has
been named one of the event’s two keynote
speakers.  Dr. Ride will be joined as a
keynote speaker by Tijuana Mayor Kurt
Honold.  

According to Summit Chairwoman
Shannon Brown, South County is emerging
into the dynamic region that was envisioned
when the SCEDC was founded more than 20
years ago.  A look back in history and a peek
into the future is planned at this year’s
Summit.

The event will be held on Friday, Sept.
28, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the San
Diego Convention Center. The SCEDC’s
Economic Summit brings together more than

400 business leaders, community leaders and
public officials on an annual basis. 

There will be an elected officials panel
discussion on the growing business
opportunities in the South County and how
our elected officials are going to facilitate
them. Additionally, there will be a sports and
entertainment panel to discuss the growing
number of sports facilities in the South
County, the possible relocation of the
Chargers to the region and the huge econom-
ic role sports and entertainment play.

Considered one of the premier business
events in San Diego, the Economic Summit is
providing a number of sponsorship opportu-
nities for businesses, allowing members to
maximize their exhibiting and marketing
efforts.

Sponsors will have the option to choose
between several different sponsorship levels,
including Gold, Silver and Table sponsor-
ships. Additionally, there are a number of
other sponsorships available including
awards sponsorships, registration sponsor-
ships, welcome bag sponsorships, program

advertiser and display table sponsorships.
For more information, please contact

Cindy Gompper-Graves, chief executive offi-
cer at 619-424-5143 or
www.sandiegosouth.com.

South County Education
Gets A New Look

After breaking ground in the spring of
2006, Southwestern College is preparing to
open its new Higher Education Center this
fall.  The 70,000-square-foot state-of-the-art
facility includes 15 classrooms, four science
labs, three computer labs and ancillary
counseling and support services.  Academic
training will be provided for more than
5,000 students at this new Otay Mesa
extension of Southwestern College.

The Higher Education Center will be
home to several signature programs includ-
ing a police academy, environmental
technology, nursing, fire science technology
and paramedic, emergency medical techni-
cian and international business programs.

South County has experienced
tremendous growth in both the housing
and commercial sectors in recent years and
a substantial investment in educational
infrastructure has accompanied this growth,
according to Rob Hixson of CB Richard
Ellis.  “And Southwestern College is now

capturing the essence of
Otay Mesa’s geographic
business advantage
through its International
Business Program,” he
said.

Additional education
improvements in the
South County include a
future High Tech High
School and High Tech
Middle School coming
to eastern Chula Vista
next year, which could
accommodate as many
as 900 students and
employ 65 facility and staff members. The
school’s emphasis will be in environmental
subjects and programs.

Scheduled to open this fall is Mater Dei
Catholic High School in Chula Vista. Built
on approximately 40 acres near Olympic
Parkway, the campus will feature state-of-
the-art education facilities and technology.
Projected to have a student population of
2,000, Mater Dei will continue the legacy

and tradition of Marian Catholic High
School in Imperial Beach.

Furthermore, significant progress is
being made in Chula Vista on the future
University Park and Research Center.
Expected to accommodate approximately
20,000 students, the 500-acre setting will
include a university campus and related
research institutes and centers.
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More than 5,000 students will benefit from Southwestern
College’s new Higher Education Center, a 70,000-square-foot
facility slated to open in Otay Mesa this fall.

Dr. Sally Ride, former NASA astronaut
and President and CEO of Sally Ride
Science, will be a keynote speaker at
the South County Economic
Development Council’s 17th annual
Economic Summit to be held on Friday,
Sept. 28
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From agriculture to manufacturing, the United States’ economy
depends on the effective flow of goods and services. International
border crossings between the U.S. and Mexico are critically
important components of each nation’s economies, responsible for
the daily passage of billions of dollars in commerce. 

The U.S./Mexican border is a crossing point for a trading relation-
ship estimated to be worth $263 billion annually. However, much of
that trade depends on just a few vital ports of entry, whose outdated
infrastructure leaves them vulnerable to lengthy delays.  Nearly 10%
of all people and goods that come into the U.S. through land ports
of entry pass through San Diego’s Otay Mesa and San Ysidro border
crossings. The lack of appropriate attention has resulted in
overburdened check points experiencing stifling congestion. 

In 2005, according to the San Diego Association of Governments,
the average two-hour delays historically experienced at the Otay
Mesa Border Crossing caused the San Diego and Baja binational
economy to lose over $6 billion in total lost output / commercial
revenues and more than 42,000 regional jobs. These severe impacts
to our economy are felt most by workers and businesses located
near the border. 

There are two primary reasons why the border wait times are
excessive. The No. 1 cause continues to be not enough fully staffed

Interest in the growing Tijuana economy from across the Pacific is
increasing, according to officials from the Tijuana Economic
Development Corporation. The Chinese are showing strong interest
in Baja California, especially Tijuana, as a prime location for invest-
ment. The Tijuana EDC received two Chinese delegations in the past
few months, with a third scheduled for late this year.

A delegation of 28 government representatives and entrepreneurs
of the province of Jiangsu visited Tijuana last November, with special
interest in construction, infrastructure and housing development.

A second delegation of 23 government
representatives and entrepreneurs from
Beijing visited Tijuana in March with
interest in the automotive and pharmaceu-
tical industries, various services, construc-
tion and infrastructure.

Both delegations agreed that Mexico’s
strong commercial relations along with the
vital location of Tijuana in proximity to
San Diego make it one of the most
powerful economies in the world and a
desirable place in which to invest.

Now, thanks to strong efforts and 

By Doug Paul, South County Economic Development Council

Baja California Attracts International
Investors And Car Manufacturers

guidance from state and local government, these potential
investments are becoming a reality. With an approximate investment
of $400 million, Chinese Car Manufacturer ZX Auto and its United
States partner Chamco have agreed to establish a manufacturing
plant in Tijuana.

Three new vehicles will eventually be built in Tijuana, including a
pick-up truck, a sport utility vehicle and a three-wheeled compact
vehicle. 

This new investment is expected to create 5,000 new jobs within
a period of 5 years and it will solidify Baja California’s growing 
automotive sector, which is expecting the arrival of additional 
automotive suppliers from China, the United States and Europe.
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inspection booths in place to meet
the growing travel demands. Second,
the capital infrastructure and invest-
ment in the crossing stations has
lagged behind available technology. 

There is consensus among eco-
nomic experts and political leaders
that urgent improvements are
needed. However, agreements need
to be finalized about the priorities of
projects and how financing can be
obtained. In his 2008 budget,
President Bush has requested $10.2
billion for customs and border protection upgrades. Though this
may seem like an exorbitant amount of money, it is not nearly
enough to effectively reduce wait times.

Ideally, the amount of funds that a port of entry receives should
be proportional to the volume of traffic that it processes. If San
Ysidro received an amount of funding comparable to other ports of
entry along the border, it would be able to staff all 24 northbound

A delegation of approximately 20 members from the South County EDC recently toured new
oceanfront developments from Tijuana to Rosarito, including several luxury-class residential
projects by developers from this side of the border.  Whereas the last Baja tour focused on the
maquiladora industry in the Tijuana region, this year’s tour highlighted the booming
visitor industry along the coast between Tijuana and Rosarito. 

(continued on page 5)

SCEDC Helps South
County Businesses Prosper
With Loans 

The South County Economic
Development Council’s small business
lending program provides South County
businesses that otherwise might not qualify
for a loan through a bank with non-tradi-
tional small business loans of $5,000 to
$50,000. Offering competitive interest rates,
the SCEDC has the funds to make several
large loans.

“The SCEDC wants to see South County
businesses prosper,” said incoming SCEDC
Treasurer Rosa Lopez-Gonzalez. “We work
as ombudsmen with other agencies to
connect South County businesses with the
tools for success. We connect businesses
with agencies that provide mentoring, assist
in developing a business plan, find
employees and get things needed to
successfully start and grow a business.” 

According to Lopez-Gonzalez, SCEDC’s
small business loan program is more
nurturing to businesses than a bank
because so many additional services and
guidance are offered. Additionally, SCEDC’s
criterion for a small business loan is much
less restrictive than a bank’s. Loans can be
granted even if there isn’t enough collateral
or a good credit score.

“By offering loans that are often seen as
a little riskier, we are infusing momentum,
energy and interest into South County
businesses, which further show the value of
our South County economy,” Lopez-
Gonzalez added.

SCEDC’s small business loan application
process takes as little as 30 days to
complete from start to finish. First,
interested parties must download a small
loan application from SCEDC’s Web site.
After the application is received and
complete, it goes before the SCEDC Loan
Committee, which is comprised of business
owners and loan officers.

Money received from the program may
be used for anything that will preserve and
generate jobs in the South County. Funds

may be used to purchase equipment,
expand operations, add to the workforce,
improve cash flow, buy inventory and
upgrade equipment.

For more information on the SCEDC’s
small business loan program, or to down-
load an application, visit
www.sandiegosouth.com.

SCEDC Hosts South
County School Districts’
Superindendents

For the first time ever, the South County
Economic Development Council Workforce
and Education Committee met with super-
intendents from all of South County’s
school districts to discuss ways to pave the
way for more collaboration between SCEDC
and the education sector in the future.

The meeting included an overview of the
purpose of SCEDC’s Workforce and
Education Committee, ways that business
and education can strengthen their
partnership, and a presentation and
discussion on the findings of the South
County Workforce Needs Assessment
Survey.

It was concluded that a connection
between the schools and business must be
embedded into the existing curriculum,
according to committee co-chair Norma

Hernandez  “Internships for students
exploring career paths are very important
and the business community should be
involved and encouraging,” she said.  “It is
also essential to educate parents on the
importance of students learning life skills
for success in their future.”

The committee will be looking into the
Bill Gates & Dell Foundation’s Texas High
School Project for examples of the business
community partnering within the education
arena.  This will be a priority for the
committee in the coming months, according
to Lassman.
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Cindy Gompper-Graves of the SCEDC, a
restaurant customer, La Especial owner
Jose Ybarra, Chula Vista Mayor Cheryl
Cox, Jack Blakely of TAVA and Lisa
Cohen of the Chula Vista Chamber of
Commerce celebrate the opening of La
Especial Mexican restaurant in Chula
Vista this past June.  The restaurant is
one of many South County businesses to
benefit from the SCEDC’s small business
lending program.

destination.  
Another speaker on the panel was

Robert Sharak of the Cruise Lines
International Association.  He said the
North American cruise market has grown
every year since 1980 and that all cruise
lines run at 104 percent occupancy.  Twelve
new ships are coming on line in 2007 but
the cruise lines can not build the ships fast
enough to keep up with demand.  In 2006,
San Diego saw a 128 percent increase in
port calls from cruise vessels.  

A consultant to the California senate’s
Transportation Sub-Committee, Norman
Fassler-Katz, indicated that the future looks
bright for San Diego and trade jobs.  He
said that trade jobs in California pay
$45,000 on average but in San Diego those
same jobs pay $60,000 annually.  Container
traffic in California has doubled in less than
10 years and will double again in the next
10 years, according to Fassler-Katz, yet the
three largest ports – Los Angeles, Oakland
and Long Beach – are reaching capacity.
This will translate into more business for
San Diego.  

But Port Commissioner Robert “Dukie”
Valderrama warned that we are running out of
space to accommodate more trade business.

“We need more storage space at our
terminals to facilitate the movement of
additional goods,” said Valderrama at the
conclusion of the conference.

EMPLOYMENT UP
(continued from page 1)
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Since 2002, employment among the
Port of San Diego tenants has grown by a
remarkable 47 percent and now
represents 3.6 percent of all jobs in the
entire county.  

The San Diego Unified Port District
recently held a conference to present the
economic impact of the Port tidelands on
the San Diego region. The findings
presented at this conference reinforce the
Port’s importance in growing San Diego’s
economy.

Annually, the businesses around 
Tidelands and the bay generate more than
$10.6 billion toward the region’s 
economy, more than 77,000 jobs and sup-
port 30 maritime businesses. The Port
tidelands economy includes a highly
diverse mix of tenants and sub-tenants
who occupy two major economic sectors --
travel and commercial and industrial and
trade. These two sectors represent 34,858
jobs and $3 billion annual output and
42,280 jobs and $7.6 billion annual

output respectively.  
David Peckinpaugh, president and CEO

of the San Diego Convention and Visitors
Bureau, spoke at the conference on the
state of the tourism industry locally and
delivered a forecast for the remainder of
2007.

He said visitors to San Diego are
expected to increase 1.5 percent this year
and direct spending by these visitors is
expected to be up 5 percent for a total of
$7.8 billion spent by tourists in the region
this year.

Peckinpaugh noted that San Diego has
only 54,000 hotels rooms with only 2,000
to 3,000 more expected in each of the
next three years.  He compared this to
111,000 rooms in Orlando, 134,000 in Las
Vegas and 93,000 in Los Angeles.  He said
San Diego has roughly the same number
of rooms as Phoenix and Anaheim.  San
Diego needs more hotels if it is going to
compete as a world-class tourist

Employment Up 47% Within Port District 
AUGUST 2007

S O U T H  C O U N T Y

Briefings:
South County Economic Development Council

This year, more than 50,000 containers of bananas will enter the Port
of San Diego at the Dole Fresh Fruit Facility at the Tenth Avenue
Marine Terminal in National City.
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Inside?
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DID YOU KNOW?
■ An average of 150 million board feet of lumber 

comes through the Port each year.  This is 
enough lumber to stretch across the continental
U.S. 10 times.

■ The Port financed the construction of the San
Diego Convention Center in 1989 at a cost of
more than $160 million.

■ Each cruise ship call to San Diego generates an
economic impact of about $2 million.

■ One out of every eight new automobiles in the
U.S. enters the country through the Port of San
Diego

■ Each December, the Port sponsors the Big Bay
Balloon Parade, with the most balloons of any
parade in the U.S. (Yes, even more than Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade!)

1111 Bay Blvd., Suite E
Chula Vista, CA 91911
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SCEDC Provides South
County Businesses With
Resources

Dan Biggs’ business needed two
part-time employees who were computer
literate and possessed competent work
skills, including promptness. As vice presi-
dent of the South County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC), he had
learned about the various business connec-
tions available through the SCEDC. 

Biggs happily found that the career
services provided through the South County
Career Center were professional and 

friendly. Each candidate that was sent to
him for the position was prescreened,
therefore possessing the required skills. All
that was left to him was to find the right
personality to fit his company.

“I always look to hire local people,” said
Biggs. “By going through the South County
Career Center, I was able to find the right
people from right here in South County. It
was easy and cost considerably less than
other career placement agencies.  I 
recommend them wholeheartedly.”

Biggs credits his highly successful 
candidate search to the connections he has
made at SCEDC, stating that without this
organization, he never would have known
about these extra services. 

“Connecting South County businesses
with other agencies is only a small part of
the SCEDC’s tools for success,” he added. 

SCEDC provides a number of 
opportunities for South County businesses
to connect with other organizations to
improve the success of their business.
Services range from the small-business

lending program to outside agencies that
provide mentoring and assistance in
developing business plans.

For more information about how the
SCEDC can help South County businesses,
visit  www.sandiegosouth.com.
Or call 619-424-5143.

The XVII Annual Economic Summit
San Diego Convention Center

September 28th
Book your table now!

Dr. Sally Ride, Keynote Speaker
Read all about it on Page 6

Business Services Coordinator Connie
Velazquez and the South County Career
Center use their resources to help small
business owners in the South County
find competent employees whose skills
fit the specific needs of their companies. 

“By going through the South
County Career Center, I was
able to find the right people

from right here in South
County.”

– Dan Biggs, SCEDC Vice President


