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Hopes raised for Tijuana-San Diego airport crossing

Construction machinery appeared this week on the Otay Mesa site of a planned cross-border facility that would link to Tijuana's A.R.

Rodriguez InternationalAirport, seen irl the background. - Sandra Dibble

OTAY MESA- ls the long-awaited cross-border bridge that would link Tijuana's airport directly to a U.S. Customs processing facility

in San Diego finally becoming a reality?

The sight of construction equipment this week on vacant land just north of the U.S. border fence at Otay Mesa adjacent to Tijuana's

R.t. RoOriguez International Airport has been raising hopes that the project is moving forward.

,'What this means is the fruition of a 1S-year effort for the South County Economic Development Council," said Cindy Gompper-

Graves, the group's chief executive officer.

The privately financed project, spearheaded by Chicago real estate mogul Sam Zell, consists of a 525-foot pedestrian bridge leading

from the Tijuana terminal to a 65,000-square-foot structure on the U.S. side that includes an area staffed by inspectors from U.S.

Customs and Border Protection. The crossing would be limited to toll-paying airline passengers.

The project's U.S. developer, Otay-Tijuana Venture, partnered with the operators of the Tijuana airp6rt, Grupo Aeroportuario del

Pacifico, or GAP.

A long-running tax dispute between GAP and the city of Tijuana has not been resolved. But GAP officials say they have all the

necessary permits from Mexico's federal government and began construction on the Mexican side last year.

Enrique Valle, a spokesman for Otay-Tijuana Venture, said Wednesday that the formal U.S. groundbreaking is still a couple of

weeks away. "We have some variables in the air yet. As soon as we have everything together, we will be making the official

announcement."
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