
At the end of January, per the request
of Senator John Cornyn, the United States
Government Accountability Office (GAO)
began a review of border wait times and
other topics associated with long lines to
cross the border.  San Diego Mayor Bob
Filner was in attendance along with
commercial truck
drivers, federal officials
and the South County
EDC.  The South
County EDC was the
only nonprofit present
for the discussion.  

A large portion of
the discussion focused
on the subject of cargo
movement and its
effects on the region’s
economy.  The delay in
shipping of components and products
equates to a delay in the purchasing
power of the consumer.  Border wait
times also have a direct impact on the

local economies by contributing to
employee absence and tardiness as well as
lowering levels of consumer and tourist
spending.  

South County EDC President and CEO,
Cindy Gompper-Graves, informed the
group that there is no sure-fire way to

accurately monitor the
wait times at the
border.  She referred to
the pedestrian study
conducted by the South
County EDC to record
the experiences that
crossers encountered
on foot.  Information
gathered from the
study included how
often individuals cross
from Mexico into the

United States, how long they waited to
cross, and where, in their opinion,
improvements are needed to increase
overall efficiency of the border. 
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South County EDC
Visioning Project 

The South County Economic
Development Council has embarked on a
regional vision project focused on
investment opportunities and job creation.
The goal of the project is to create a more
marketable and economically viable South
County, which consists of Chula Vista,
National City, Imperial Beach, Coronado

“Thanks for setting the tour of the Aquatica water park. It was great to hear and see the action Sea World is taking to give the
Chula Vista area world class entertainment. I can’t wait to see the completed project in a few months. And, I am anxious to get my
reservation in for the cabana with my wife and grandkids! Thanks again for the invitation and setting this tour up.”

– Mark Watton, Otay Water District
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It has already been a busy year in the
South County.  First, I would like to
congratulate the City of Chula Vista for
receiving the “Creating Community Award of
Excellence” for their water safety program.
Successful programs like these save
countless lives by educating community
members about water safety.  Keep up the
good work Chula Vista!

It was very exciting to see the implosion
of the South Bay power plant.  Its removal
not only improves our skyline, it will make
way for the implementation of the Chula
Vista Bayfront Master Plan, which includes a
convention center, hotels, parkland and
other business opportunities. 

I would also like to commend our
county supervisors and Mayor Bob Filner
their solar initiative.  It is great to see efforts
being made to make government buildings

The South Bay Expressway (SR-125 toll
road) has greatly increased the number of
users since SANDAG reduced tolls in June
of last year.  A record number of motorists
are taking advantage of the toll road.   

SANDAG acquired South Bay Expressway
in December 2011, and the agency cut toll
prices by as much as 40 percent effective
June 30, 2012. Tolls now range from 50
cents to $2.75 for customers with a FasTrak

electronic tolling account and from $2 to
$3.50 for cash and credit card users.
SANDAG has increased the sale of South
Bay Expressway FasTrak transponders by
selling them at local Costco locations.  

“SANDAG’s action to purchase and then
lower tolls on SR-125 is paying off both
financially and in making commutes more
efficient through Chula Vista,” said Chula
Vista Mayor Cheryl Cox. “What’s exciting for

our city is that ‘local trips’ are up 46
percent over the same period last year. That
means fewer cars using surface streets to
reach the 805 and increased access to
shopping centers in the eastern portion of
Chula Vista.”

South Bay Expressway stretches for 10
miles through eastern Chula Vista from
State Route 905 near the Otay Mesa Port of
Entry to State Route 54 near the Sweetwater

Reservoir. The highway provides
quick and convenient travel choices
between eastern Chula Vista,
Downtown San Diego, East County,
Sorrento Valley, I-8, I-15, Otay Mesa,
and Mexico. Many major shopping,
entertainment, recreational, and
educational destinations, such as
Otay Ranch Town Center, the
Olympic Training Center, and
Southwestern College are located
off the highway.

By Ricardo Macedo, Chair of Board
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more eco-friendly.  Their initiative will
hopefully become a model for other cities
and counties to follow.  

The Port of San Diego is another
organization that deserves
acknowledgement for their efforts to go
green.  They received an award from the
Environmental Protection Agency for their
efforts to promote an environmentally
friendly port.   

A big thanks to Sea World-Aquatica and
their staff for leading South County EDC
members on the tour of Aquatica last
month. We are all looking forward to such a
great attraction opening in South County in
June.  

Finally, I want to encourage everyone to
participate in the South County EDC’s
visioning project.  There is great potential
here in the South County for growth and

prosperity.  With your help and
collaboration, we can maximize that
potential.  Please contact us at the South
County EDC if you would like to be part of
a greater vision for the South County.

PHOTO CREDIT: SANDAG

South Bay Expressway Sees Record Usage Levels
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By Supervisor Greg Cox
The San Diego region is no stranger to

innovation. With our growing bio-tech,
high-tech and defense sectors, along with
our port and border, our region is perfectly
positioned to be one of the great
economies of the Pacific Rim. 

One of our lesser-known assets is our
“Blue Economy” – a fast-growing cluster of
maritime companies and organizations that
already generate over $14 billion in annual
economic impact to our region. In fact, San
Diego’s maritime industry and related
economic activity comprise the regional
“Blue Economy” that was recognized in the
2012 San Diego Maritime Industry Report
as an economic powerhouse with more
than 1,400 companies producing over $14
billion of direct sales and a workforce of
almost 46,000 spread across an array of
traditional and technology-oriented sectors

I highlighted this “Blue Economy” at my
State of the County Address in February. I
also declared it the year of the “Blue
Economy” by presenting a proclamation for
OceanSTEM 2013, an initiative that calls for
numerous events throughout the year in the
region to celebrate the importance of
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics to the maritime community

and the public.  
The initiative will include interactive and

hands-on activities, and it will link
elementary, middle and high school
students with nonprofits, academia,
industry, research institutions,
entrepreneurs and inventors.

San Diego is the perfect place for this
initiative. We have maritime cities located at
the strategic “pivot point” for the Pacific.
The fast growing maritime technology – the
largest such concentrated cluster in the
country and probably in the world –
represents the “Next Big Thing” for our
region and we will be actively supporting its
development.  It gives us one of the most
unique regional economies in the world
and can be a catalyst to create new jobs in
San Diego. That’s everything from
shipbuilding to underwater robotics,
aquaculture and desalination technology.

It is one of the next big things for San
Diego and with my own supervisorial
district surrounded by San Diego Bay, I am
committed to firing up this economic
engine. 

Bayshore Bikeway Extends
Through National City    

At the beginning of 2013 the San Diego
Association of Governments (SANDAG)
began construction to extend the Bayshore
Bikeway across the Sweetwater River into
National City.  The Bayshore Bikeway is a
24-mile bicycle path around the San Diego
Bay. Currently, approximately 13 miles of
bicycle paths are in use on the Bikeway. The
rest of the bikeway consists of on-street
sections designated as either bicycle lanes
or bicycle routes.

The extension is a welcome addition to
the area.  The bike path is located in an
area that allows for both recreation and
commuting purposes.  There are large
employment centers all along the bay and
the new section of bikeway will provide
more transportation options for workers.  

“This segment brings us one step closer
to the day when we have a completed Bay
Shore Bikeway. Giving our region an
alternative form of both transportation and
recreation is the dream and passion of our
community ,” said National City Mayor Ron
Morrison. 

PAGE 3

COUNT Y

Cyclists enjoying completed sections of the Bayshore
Bikeway.  The bike path will soon extend north into

National City. Photo courtesy of SANDAG. 

NATIONAL CIT Y

(continued on page 4)
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Tourist will also benefit from the
completion of the Bayshore Bikeway as they
will be able to see some of the most scenic
views of the bay while exploring the
different surrounding cities.  

Construction is scheduled to be finished
by summer 2013.  

Water Awareness Program Wins
Creating Community Award of
Excellence 

The City of Chula Vista received the
“Creating Community Award of Excellence”
from the California Park and Recreation
Society (CPRS) for its Water Awareness in
Residential Neighborhoods (WARN)
program.  The City was recognized at the
California and Pacific Southwest Recreation
Park Training conference held in San Jose
last week.  

In 2007, three children drowned in their
backyard swimming pools, prompting the
Chula Vista Fire Department to develop the
WARN program to educate residents about
water safety.
City of Chula
Vista staff
worked
diligently to
target
residents
through
professional
partnerships,
creative
solutions and
family events.
Since the
program’s
inception,
there has not been a single drowning in
Chula Vista.  

“The CPRS awards program is the
highest recognition our agency can receive
and our award is a credit to the staff,
volunteers and partners who made this
happen,” said Kristi McClure, assistant
director of recreation for the City of Chula

Vista. “We are honored to receive this award
on behalf of our residents.”  

Bike Corrals Coming to Coronado
The City of Coronado will soon be

installing bike corrals in an attempt to make
Coronado safer and more bike friendly.
Eight corrals will be installed on side streets
that run adjacent to Orange Avenue for a
trial period of six months at a cost of
$13,000 to the city. The corrals will convert
an auto parking space into a secure place
for up to 10 bicycles.  

Many Coronado residents use bikes as
their means of transportation to work, to
shop and as recreation.  Coronado is also a
large tourist destination.  The installation of

these bike corrals will make the city more
tourist friendly, giving visitors more options
to explore the city.  

The corrals are safe, easy to use and
promote healthy lifestyles and an eco-
friendly means of getting around.  The
community will also benefit from reduced
vehicle noise and pollution. 

“The City of Coronado hopes to
promote both bicycle riding and its
commercial district by placing bike corrals
along Orange Avenue,” said Blair King,
Coronado City Manager.  “We hope to get
people out of their vehicles and onto
bicycles and, by providing bike corrals along
Orange, we hope they do some shopping
as well.”

The plan for Coronado was developed
by the community’s Bicycle Advisory
Committee.  Residents should expect to see
corrals in their community in May, 2013.   

Things To Do In Imperial Beach 
This spring, the South County EDC’s

tourism committee produced the latest
“Things to Do” brochures for the City of
Imperial Beach. South County EDC worked
with Imperial Beach staff to underwrite,
produce and print all of the brochures.  The
result is a sleek and attractive informational
hand out that will attract tourists to the city.  

“The brochure provides an attractive and
concise overview of some of the many
recreational and tourist

activities that are
available to
visitors of Imperial
Beach.  Our hope
is that this will
provide our visitors
with a useful guide to
sight-seeing and
enjoying all that
Imperial Beach has to
offer,” said Imperial
Beach Assistant City
Manager and Community
Development Director Greg
Wade. 

The brochure provides visitors with
information about things they can do and
see in Imperial Beach and the surrounding
area. Highlights include sightseeing on
Imperial Beach Pier; horseback riding along
the coast; experiencing wildlife at the
Tijuana Estuary Visitor Center; learning to
surf; learning surf history at the Outdoor
Surfboard Museum or simply relaxing at
Border Field
State Park.

City Moves Forward with Water
Repurification

On March 20, the City of San Diego’s

PAGE 4

IMPERIAL BEACH

CORONADO

SAN DIEGO

Roundup (continued from Page 3)

CHULA VISTA

City of Chula Vista
staff and their award

for “Creating
Community Award of

Excellence” 

Coronado’s corrals will look similar to ones
depicted here.
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Natural
Resources and

Culture Committee took a step
forward on implementing water repuri-
fication in San Diego.  The committee voted
unanimously to accept the Project Report
from the Water Repurification
Demonstration Project, which was initiated
in 2007.  This action was supported by a
broad-based coalition, including the
business community, environmental
organizations, labor groups, taxpayer
advocates and consumers. 

At a recent press conference,
Councilmember David Alvarez, chair of the
Natural Resources and Culture Committee,
said “When you compare the potential costs
of water repurification, there is no question
that constructing a recycled water system
for potable water is the most cost effective

option.”
Water repurification involves the

advanced treatment of reclaimed
water produced at  the City’s two
water reclamation plants to a level
similar to that of distilled water.
This “purified” water would then
be sent to the San Vicente

Reservoir, where it would blend with local
runoff and imported water supplies.  It
would then receive a final round of
treatment at a drinking water treatment
plant before being distributed as drinking
water.

Because San Diego County imports more
than 80% of its water supply, it is critical
that local sources of water are developed to

reduce our dependence on imported water.
The action by the City Council committee
clears the way for the City to explore how
to implement water repurification on a
broader scale.   

Port of San Diego Participates in
Brookings Metropolitan Export
Initiative 

The Port of San Diego is currently
participating in a regional exporting
initiative led by the Brookings Institution,
an internationally renowned think tank
based in San Diego and Washington D.C.
Their participation is part of their ongoing
effort to support maritime commerce.  

The team is in the process of developing
a Market Assessment which will create an
international business plan for the San
Diego region.  

In 2012, the Brookings Institution
invited the City of San Diego to participate
in its first Metropolitan Export Exchange
program. The Metropolitan Export
Exchange is a new program designed to
boost the economy and create jobs through
a ground-up collaborative effort in which
regional civic, business, and political leaders
work together to increase exporting activity.

Successful cities fuel economic growth,
which is why Brookings selected San Diego,
along with seven other regions, to develop
and institute a plan to expedite the regional
export strategy.  The Port’s efforts, along
with the Brookings Institution, will create
jobs here in San Diego and stimulate the
local economy. 

PORT DISTRICT

PHOTO CREDIT: UNIFIED PORT OF SAN DIEGO 
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Last month, Senator Mark Wyland,
Assembly Majority Leader Toni Atkins and
the Coalition for a Prosperous America
hosted a one-day trade and economic
summit, "Manufacturing in the Golden
State: Making California Thrive.”  More than
150 participants met to discuss the changes
happening to the manufacturing industry in
California.  The summit was held in
conjunction with State Senator Mark
Wyland and Assembly Majority Leader
Toni Atkins.  

Participants included local
manufacturers from all sectors, labor
leaders, educators, elected officials,
business owners and suppliers.  

“This summit was tremendously
valuable. We heard directly from the people
who are dealing with the consequences of
the policy decisions made in Sacramento”,
said Senator Mark Wyland.   “I really
appreciated the opportunity to bring
together stakeholders from across the

political and economic spectrums
to have meaningful dialogue
about the importance of
manufacturing in California and
our nation’s trade policy.  It’s my
hope that we can take those
stories and suggestions back to
Sacramento and work together to
create sensible economic policy.
Additionally, I am grateful to the
South County EDC for the help
and guidance they provided to
this successful summit. ”

Atkins remarked, “It is
collaborations like this summit
that will ensure we remove
barriers to prosperity while also preserving
the things that make California such a
desirable place to live – clean air and water;
an affordable, quality educational system;
middle class incomes that enable people to
support a family; and our natural beauty. I
will continue to work with business, labor,

education, and
government leaders
toward that goal.”

South County EDC
President and CEO, Cindy
Gompper-Graves added:
“While the manufacturing
industry has struggled
over the past decade, we
are seeing the return of
these jobs to the United
States from China and
elsewhere."  

The South County
EDC spearheaded a
region wide

manufacturing survey in 2012.  The survey
has been used to identify issues and
mitigation to bring manufacturing back to
the United States.  The South County EDC
will continue to stay involved in discussions
on this important issue. 

Save the Date
23rd Annual South County

EDC Economic Summit 
September 13, 2013

@ San Diego Convention Center

Economic Summit: Manufacturing in the Golden State

“Manufacturing in the
Golden State: Making

California Thrive”
summit panelists

discussing changes in
California’s

manufacturing
industry.

LEAD San Diego

Pasha

TAVA

Sea World Aquatica  

Burkett & Wong

Merrill Lynch

Coronado Historical Association 

Reality Driven Consulting 

Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California

South County EDC Board members and members of the public enjoyed a tour
of the South Bay.  Guests learned all about the National City Marina, Chula

Vista Bayfront Master Plan and much more.
"Great tour - thoroughly enjoyed all of the info gained on the Port, Chula Vista and

National City - kudos SCEDC!" 
-Ana Melgoza, San Ysidro Health Center

Like us on Facebook!
@facebook.com/SouthCountyEDC
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“I just wanted to let you
know that there were 1404
Enterprise Zone Hiring Credit
Vouchers issued in 2012. That
is a 35% increase over 2011.
The “Feet on the Street” events
and the work you do all year
were highly successful in
helping us reach these results.
Thank you for all your
assistance.”

– Craig Ruiz
City of Chula Vista 

Economic Development Department

Save the Date
8th Annual

Elected Officials
Reception

September 26th, 4-6 PM

@ Pier South Hotel, Imperial Beach

Working Committees
of the SCEDC

TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd
IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree

MMaarrkkeettiinngg  aanndd  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp
WWoorrkkffoorrccee  aanndd  EEdduuccaattiioonn

LLooaann  &&  FFiinnaannccee  
PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy

For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:

South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143

fax 619-424-5738
Cindy@southcountyedc.com

Visioning Project (continued from Page 1)
and the communities of Otay Mesa and San
Ysidro.  Within San Diego County, these
communities have the largest pockets of
poverty, along with high unemployment
rates.  

As the San Diego region continues to
grow, the last bastion of large undeveloped
property exists primarily in South County.
Numerous major development projects are
planned in these areas, however, a
comprehensive vision to link these projects
together has not been developed.  A South
County university,  third border crossing,
cross-border terminal and a bay front
convention center are just a few examples of
proposed projects that can be linked
together to maximize synergies, attract new
development and promote job growth.  The
creation of a unified economic development
vision and economic strategy In South
County will encourage a collaborative
approach to prosperity.  Furthermore, the
strategy will allow South County entities to
collaborate on issues and opportunities that
lead to economic prosperity in a cohesive
and comprehensive manner.

South County EDC intends to manage
the project and assume the leadership role
to ensure its success. The project will deliver
a plan with tangible action items that can be
accomplished within 5 years.  It requires the
expertise of an economic development
consultant to review existing data provided
by SCEDC and develop an economic vision
and strategy that is built on wide public
input. Two committees, an oversight
committee and a "topic expert" committee,
will review data and input, provide further
analysis and preparation of the final report.
At the request of councilmember David
Alvarez, the plan will also include messaging
points for the South County.  

“Your assistance and the
information you provided has
certainly enabled our staff to
seek employment resources and
solutions during challenging
times.”

– Tim D. Fowler
Regional Parole Administrator 

Region IV

Project cost is anticipated to be
$150,000. The Center for Civic Engagement
with the San Diego Foundation has
provided a $50,000 grant toward the effort.
Funding will afford SCEDC and its
consultants and committees the ability to
conduct extensive research. This will bring
people from various sectors, including
government, non-government, the general
public, business and education, to create the
strategy that will link together future
development through vision, ideas and
input.

If you would like to participate in the
visioning project, please contact the South
County EDC: 619-424-5143.

All in attendance agreed that wait times
must be addressed for all aspects of the
border, not just cargo.  Doing so will be
valuable to our regional economy.  The
South County EDC will continue to
promote discussions like these and future
measures to make our border crossing
more efficient.  

Binational News (continued from Page 1)

For more information on the SCEDC Visioning Project

visit www.southcountyedc.com
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Port of San Diego receives the Climate Leadership award from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
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It has already been a busy year in the
South County.  First, I would like to
congratulate the City of Chula Vista for
receiving the “Creating Community Award of
Excellence” for their water safety program.
Successful programs like these save
countless lives by educating community
members about water safety.  Keep up the
good work Chula Vista!

It was very exciting to see the implosion
of the South Bay power plant.  Its removal
not only improves our skyline, it will make
way for the implementation of the Chula
Vista Bayfront Master Plan, which includes a
convention center, hotels, parkland and
other business opportunities. 

I would also like to commend our
county supervisors and Mayor Bob Filner
their solar initiative.  It is great to see efforts
being made to make government buildings

The South Bay Expressway (SR-125 toll
road) has greatly increased the number of
users since SANDAG reduced tolls in June
of last year.  A record number of motorists
are taking advantage of the toll road.   

SANDAG acquired South Bay Expressway
in December 2011, and the agency cut toll
prices by as much as 40 percent effective
June 30, 2012. Tolls now range from 50
cents to $2.75 for customers with a FasTrak

electronic tolling account and from $2 to
$3.50 for cash and credit card users.
SANDAG has increased the sale of South
Bay Expressway FasTrak transponders by
selling them at local Costco locations.  

“SANDAG’s action to purchase and then
lower tolls on SR-125 is paying off both
financially and in making commutes more
efficient through Chula Vista,” said Chula
Vista Mayor Cheryl Cox. “What’s exciting for

our city is that ‘local trips’ are up 46
percent over the same period last year. That
means fewer cars using surface streets to
reach the 805 and increased access to
shopping centers in the eastern portion of
Chula Vista.”

South Bay Expressway stretches for 10
miles through eastern Chula Vista from
State Route 905 near the Otay Mesa Port of
Entry to State Route 54 near the Sweetwater

Reservoir. The highway provides
quick and convenient travel choices
between eastern Chula Vista,
Downtown San Diego, East County,
Sorrento Valley, I-8, I-15, Otay Mesa,
and Mexico. Many major shopping,
entertainment, recreational, and
educational destinations, such as
Otay Ranch Town Center, the
Olympic Training Center, and
Southwestern College are located
off the highway.

By Ricardo Macedo, Chair of Board
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more eco-friendly.  Their initiative will
hopefully become a model for other cities
and counties to follow.  

The Port of San Diego is another
organization that deserves
acknowledgement for their efforts to go
green.  They received an award from the
Environmental Protection Agency for their
efforts to promote an environmentally
friendly port.   

A big thanks to Sea World-Aquatica and
their staff for leading South County EDC
members on the tour of Aquatica last
month. We are all looking forward to such a
great attraction opening in South County in
June.  

Finally, I want to encourage everyone to
participate in the South County EDC’s
visioning project.  There is great potential
here in the South County for growth and

prosperity.  With your help and
collaboration, we can maximize that
potential.  Please contact us at the South
County EDC if you would like to be part of
a greater vision for the South County.

PHOTO CREDIT: SANDAG

South Bay Expressway Sees Record Usage Levels
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By Supervisor Greg Cox
The San Diego region is no stranger to

innovation. With our growing bio-tech,
high-tech and defense sectors, along with
our port and border, our region is perfectly
positioned to be one of the great
economies of the Pacific Rim. 

One of our lesser-known assets is our
“Blue Economy” – a fast-growing cluster of
maritime companies and organizations that
already generate over $14 billion in annual
economic impact to our region. In fact, San
Diego’s maritime industry and related
economic activity comprise the regional
“Blue Economy” that was recognized in the
2012 San Diego Maritime Industry Report
as an economic powerhouse with more
than 1,400 companies producing over $14
billion of direct sales and a workforce of
almost 46,000 spread across an array of
traditional and technology-oriented sectors

I highlighted this “Blue Economy” at my
State of the County Address in February. I
also declared it the year of the “Blue
Economy” by presenting a proclamation for
OceanSTEM 2013, an initiative that calls for
numerous events throughout the year in the
region to celebrate the importance of
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics to the maritime community

and the public.  
The initiative will include interactive and

hands-on activities, and it will link
elementary, middle and high school
students with nonprofits, academia,
industry, research institutions,
entrepreneurs and inventors.

San Diego is the perfect place for this
initiative. We have maritime cities located at
the strategic “pivot point” for the Pacific.
The fast growing maritime technology – the
largest such concentrated cluster in the
country and probably in the world –
represents the “Next Big Thing” for our
region and we will be actively supporting its
development.  It gives us one of the most
unique regional economies in the world
and can be a catalyst to create new jobs in
San Diego. That’s everything from
shipbuilding to underwater robotics,
aquaculture and desalination technology.

It is one of the next big things for San
Diego and with my own supervisorial
district surrounded by San Diego Bay, I am
committed to firing up this economic
engine. 

Bayshore Bikeway Extends
Through National City    

At the beginning of 2013 the San Diego
Association of Governments (SANDAG)
began construction to extend the Bayshore
Bikeway across the Sweetwater River into
National City.  The Bayshore Bikeway is a
24-mile bicycle path around the San Diego
Bay. Currently, approximately 13 miles of
bicycle paths are in use on the Bikeway. The
rest of the bikeway consists of on-street
sections designated as either bicycle lanes
or bicycle routes.

The extension is a welcome addition to
the area.  The bike path is located in an
area that allows for both recreation and
commuting purposes.  There are large
employment centers all along the bay and
the new section of bikeway will provide
more transportation options for workers.  

“This segment brings us one step closer
to the day when we have a completed Bay
Shore Bikeway. Giving our region an
alternative form of both transportation and
recreation is the dream and passion of our
community ,” said National City Mayor Ron
Morrison. 

PAGE 3
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Cyclists enjoying completed sections of the Bayshore
Bikeway.  The bike path will soon extend north into

National City. Photo courtesy of SANDAG. 

NATIONAL CIT Y

(continued on page 4)
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Tourist will also benefit from the
completion of the Bayshore Bikeway as they
will be able to see some of the most scenic
views of the bay while exploring the
different surrounding cities.  

Construction is scheduled to be finished
by summer 2013.  

Water Awareness Program Wins
Creating Community Award of
Excellence 

The City of Chula Vista received the
“Creating Community Award of Excellence”
from the California Park and Recreation
Society (CPRS) for its Water Awareness in
Residential Neighborhoods (WARN)
program.  The City was recognized at the
California and Pacific Southwest Recreation
Park Training conference held in San Jose
last week.  

In 2007, three children drowned in their
backyard swimming pools, prompting the
Chula Vista Fire Department to develop the
WARN program to educate residents about
water safety.
City of Chula
Vista staff
worked
diligently to
target
residents
through
professional
partnerships,
creative
solutions and
family events.
Since the
program’s
inception,
there has not been a single drowning in
Chula Vista.  

“The CPRS awards program is the
highest recognition our agency can receive
and our award is a credit to the staff,
volunteers and partners who made this
happen,” said Kristi McClure, assistant
director of recreation for the City of Chula

Vista. “We are honored to receive this award
on behalf of our residents.”  

Bike Corrals Coming to Coronado
The City of Coronado will soon be

installing bike corrals in an attempt to make
Coronado safer and more bike friendly.
Eight corrals will be installed on side streets
that run adjacent to Orange Avenue for a
trial period of six months at a cost of
$13,000 to the city. The corrals will convert
an auto parking space into a secure place
for up to 10 bicycles.  

Many Coronado residents use bikes as
their means of transportation to work, to
shop and as recreation.  Coronado is also a
large tourist destination.  The installation of

these bike corrals will make the city more
tourist friendly, giving visitors more options
to explore the city.  

The corrals are safe, easy to use and
promote healthy lifestyles and an eco-
friendly means of getting around.  The
community will also benefit from reduced
vehicle noise and pollution. 

“The City of Coronado hopes to
promote both bicycle riding and its
commercial district by placing bike corrals
along Orange Avenue,” said Blair King,
Coronado City Manager.  “We hope to get
people out of their vehicles and onto
bicycles and, by providing bike corrals along
Orange, we hope they do some shopping
as well.”

The plan for Coronado was developed
by the community’s Bicycle Advisory
Committee.  Residents should expect to see
corrals in their community in May, 2013.   

Things To Do In Imperial Beach 
This spring, the South County EDC’s

tourism committee produced the latest
“Things to Do” brochures for the City of
Imperial Beach. South County EDC worked
with Imperial Beach staff to underwrite,
produce and print all of the brochures.  The
result is a sleek and attractive informational
hand out that will attract tourists to the city.  

“The brochure provides an attractive and
concise overview of some of the many
recreational and tourist

activities that are
available to
visitors of Imperial
Beach.  Our hope
is that this will
provide our visitors
with a useful guide to
sight-seeing and
enjoying all that
Imperial Beach has to
offer,” said Imperial
Beach Assistant City
Manager and Community
Development Director Greg
Wade. 

The brochure provides visitors with
information about things they can do and
see in Imperial Beach and the surrounding
area. Highlights include sightseeing on
Imperial Beach Pier; horseback riding along
the coast; experiencing wildlife at the
Tijuana Estuary Visitor Center; learning to
surf; learning surf history at the Outdoor
Surfboard Museum or simply relaxing at
Border Field
State Park.

City Moves Forward with Water
Repurification

On March 20, the City of San Diego’s

PAGE 4
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SAN DIEGO

Roundup (continued from Page 3)

CHULA VISTA

City of Chula Vista
staff and their award

for “Creating
Community Award of

Excellence” 

Coronado’s corrals will look similar to ones
depicted here.
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Natural
Resources and

Culture Committee took a step
forward on implementing water repuri-
fication in San Diego.  The committee voted
unanimously to accept the Project Report
from the Water Repurification
Demonstration Project, which was initiated
in 2007.  This action was supported by a
broad-based coalition, including the
business community, environmental
organizations, labor groups, taxpayer
advocates and consumers. 

At a recent press conference,
Councilmember David Alvarez, chair of the
Natural Resources and Culture Committee,
said “When you compare the potential costs
of water repurification, there is no question
that constructing a recycled water system
for potable water is the most cost effective

option.”
Water repurification involves the

advanced treatment of reclaimed
water produced at  the City’s two
water reclamation plants to a level
similar to that of distilled water.
This “purified” water would then
be sent to the San Vicente

Reservoir, where it would blend with local
runoff and imported water supplies.  It
would then receive a final round of
treatment at a drinking water treatment
plant before being distributed as drinking
water.

Because San Diego County imports more
than 80% of its water supply, it is critical
that local sources of water are developed to

reduce our dependence on imported water.
The action by the City Council committee
clears the way for the City to explore how
to implement water repurification on a
broader scale.   

Port of San Diego Participates in
Brookings Metropolitan Export
Initiative 

The Port of San Diego is currently
participating in a regional exporting
initiative led by the Brookings Institution,
an internationally renowned think tank
based in San Diego and Washington D.C.
Their participation is part of their ongoing
effort to support maritime commerce.  

The team is in the process of developing
a Market Assessment which will create an
international business plan for the San
Diego region.  

In 2012, the Brookings Institution
invited the City of San Diego to participate
in its first Metropolitan Export Exchange
program. The Metropolitan Export
Exchange is a new program designed to
boost the economy and create jobs through
a ground-up collaborative effort in which
regional civic, business, and political leaders
work together to increase exporting activity.

Successful cities fuel economic growth,
which is why Brookings selected San Diego,
along with seven other regions, to develop
and institute a plan to expedite the regional
export strategy.  The Port’s efforts, along
with the Brookings Institution, will create
jobs here in San Diego and stimulate the
local economy. 

PORT DISTRICT

PHOTO CREDIT: UNIFIED PORT OF SAN DIEGO 
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Last month, Senator Mark Wyland,
Assembly Majority Leader Toni Atkins and
the Coalition for a Prosperous America
hosted a one-day trade and economic
summit, "Manufacturing in the Golden
State: Making California Thrive.”  More than
150 participants met to discuss the changes
happening to the manufacturing industry in
California.  The summit was held in
conjunction with State Senator Mark
Wyland and Assembly Majority Leader
Toni Atkins.  

Participants included local
manufacturers from all sectors, labor
leaders, educators, elected officials,
business owners and suppliers.  

“This summit was tremendously
valuable. We heard directly from the people
who are dealing with the consequences of
the policy decisions made in Sacramento”,
said Senator Mark Wyland.   “I really
appreciated the opportunity to bring
together stakeholders from across the

political and economic spectrums
to have meaningful dialogue
about the importance of
manufacturing in California and
our nation’s trade policy.  It’s my
hope that we can take those
stories and suggestions back to
Sacramento and work together to
create sensible economic policy.
Additionally, I am grateful to the
South County EDC for the help
and guidance they provided to
this successful summit. ”

Atkins remarked, “It is
collaborations like this summit
that will ensure we remove
barriers to prosperity while also preserving
the things that make California such a
desirable place to live – clean air and water;
an affordable, quality educational system;
middle class incomes that enable people to
support a family; and our natural beauty. I
will continue to work with business, labor,

education, and
government leaders
toward that goal.”

South County EDC
President and CEO, Cindy
Gompper-Graves added:
“While the manufacturing
industry has struggled
over the past decade, we
are seeing the return of
these jobs to the United
States from China and
elsewhere."  

The South County
EDC spearheaded a
region wide

manufacturing survey in 2012.  The survey
has been used to identify issues and
mitigation to bring manufacturing back to
the United States.  The South County EDC
will continue to stay involved in discussions
on this important issue. 

Save the Date
23rd Annual South County

EDC Economic Summit 
September 13, 2013

@ San Diego Convention Center

Economic Summit: Manufacturing in the Golden State

“Manufacturing in the
Golden State: Making

California Thrive”
summit panelists

discussing changes in
California’s

manufacturing
industry.

LEAD San Diego

Pasha

TAVA

Sea World Aquatica  

Burkett & Wong

Merrill Lynch

Coronado Historical Association 

Reality Driven Consulting 

Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California

South County EDC Board members and members of the public enjoyed a tour
of the South Bay.  Guests learned all about the National City Marina, Chula

Vista Bayfront Master Plan and much more.
"Great tour - thoroughly enjoyed all of the info gained on the Port, Chula Vista and

National City - kudos SCEDC!" 
-Ana Melgoza, San Ysidro Health Center

Like us on Facebook!
@facebook.com/SouthCountyEDC
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“I just wanted to let you
know that there were 1404
Enterprise Zone Hiring Credit
Vouchers issued in 2012. That
is a 35% increase over 2011.
The “Feet on the Street” events
and the work you do all year
were highly successful in
helping us reach these results.
Thank you for all your
assistance.”

– Craig Ruiz
City of Chula Vista 

Economic Development Department

Save the Date
8th Annual

Elected Officials
Reception

September 26th, 4-6 PM

@ Pier South Hotel, Imperial Beach

Working Committees
of the SCEDC

Transportation and
Infrastructure

Marketing and Membership
Workforce and Education

Loan & Finance 
Public Policy

For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:

South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143

fax 619-424-5738
Cindy@southcountyedc.com

Visioning Project (continued from Page 1)
and the communities of Otay Mesa and San
Ysidro.  Within San Diego County, these
communities have the largest pockets of
poverty, along with high unemployment
rates.  

As the San Diego region continues to
grow, the last bastion of large undeveloped
property exists primarily in South County.
Numerous major development projects are
planned in these areas, however, a
comprehensive vision to link these projects
together has not been developed.  A South
County university,  third border crossing,
cross-border terminal and a bay front
convention center are just a few examples of
proposed projects that can be linked
together to maximize synergies, attract new
development and promote job growth.  The
creation of a unified economic development
vision and economic strategy In South
County will encourage a collaborative
approach to prosperity.  Furthermore, the
strategy will allow South County entities to
collaborate on issues and opportunities that
lead to economic prosperity in a cohesive
and comprehensive manner.

South County EDC intends to manage
the project and assume the leadership role
to ensure its success. The project will deliver
a plan with tangible action items that can be
accomplished within 5 years.  It requires the
expertise of an economic development
consultant to review existing data provided
by SCEDC and develop an economic vision
and strategy that is built on wide public
input. Two committees, an oversight
committee and a "topic expert" committee,
will review data and input, provide further
analysis and preparation of the final report.
At the request of councilmember David
Alvarez, the plan will also include messaging
points for the South County.  

“Your assistance and the
information you provided has
certainly enabled our staff to
seek employment resources and
solutions during challenging
times.”

– Tim D. Fowler
Regional Parole Administrator 

Region IV

Project cost is anticipated to be
$150,000. The Center for Civic Engagement
with the San Diego Foundation has
provided a $50,000 grant toward the effort.
Funding will afford SCEDC and its
consultants and committees the ability to
conduct extensive research. This will bring
people from various sectors, including
government, non-government, the general
public, business and education, to create the
strategy that will link together future
development through vision, ideas and
input.

If you would like to participate in the
visioning project, please contact the South
County EDC: 619-424-5143.

All in attendance agreed that wait times
must be addressed for all aspects of the
border, not just cargo.  Doing so will be
valuable to our regional economy.  The
South County EDC will continue to
promote discussions like these and future
measures to make our border crossing
more efficient.  

Binational News (continued from Page 1)

For more information on the SCEDC Visioning Project

visit www.southcountyedc.com
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Chula Vista, CA

Port of San Diego receives the Climate Leadership award from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
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