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South County EDC Kicks off Manufacturing Week with Industry Panel for Teachers 

Manufacturing leaders share what teachers can do to prepare students for future in industry 

 

CHULA VISTA – More than 100 teachers gathered Friday afternoon to listen to manufacturing leaders 

discuss future workforce needs and how to best prepare students to step into these roles.  

The event was held in preparation of San Diego Manufacturing Week – which runs Monday, Oct. 2 

through Friday, Oct. 6. – and focused on opportunities in the industry; conveying changes occurring or 

projected to occur; sharing what skills, education and employee traits, characteristics, attitudes are 

necessary; and what teachers can do to prepare their students for the future.  

Panelists included Bob Kroeber, BAE Systems; Kristina Kim, Samsung; and Darryl Anunciado, Action 

Drone. 

“We are here because we care about our children’s future,” said Bob Koerber, vice president and 

general manager of BAE Systems San Diego Ship Repair. “Our company and our employees are 

dedicated to seeing our local community thrive. We are helping teachers create curriculum that will 

simulate real-world situations for students. By doing so, we are positioning our youth for successful 

entry into the workforce with real skills they can use after graduation.” 

Kim highlighted the importance of teachers as well, saying, “Teachers play such an important role in the 

growth and transformation of a child into a contributing, productive member of the community. I 

believe that all business leaders must relentlessly engage in ongoing dialogues with teachers, to learn 

about what it takes to fortify a whole community of brilliant and successful individuals of the future 

through education, and to lend support to the teachers in their efforts to make such transformations 

happen.” She went on to talk about the high volume output at their Chula Vista location and how they 

will continue to grow and need manpower to help make that successful.  

Anunciado also talked about the high demand of employees in the drone industry. “Utilizing UAVs 

commercially provides high potential for optimizing costs, quality, time and safety across several 

industries. The UAV market alone is expected to grow to $127 billion in 2020 (PWC 2016). And we don't 

have the manpower to man these jobs,” said Anunciado. “The drone industry isn’t about drones. It’s 

about the people using the drones,” he continued, stressing how education and educators will be the 

key to increase the value of the drone industry. 
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Action Drone is one of the many companies in South County that are getting involved in National 

Manufacturing Week. Other companies opening their doors or partnering with local schools to shine a 

light on the industry, include: 

 CP Group: http://www.mfgday.com/events/2017/cp-group 

 Jabil: http://www.mfgday.com/events/2017/jabil-packaging-solutions 

 Costco Optical: http://www.mfgday.com/events/2017/costco-optical 
 

SCEDC is a non-profit organization, based in Chula Vista, California, that promotes education and 

encourages economic development in the South San Diego County Region. The collaboration of local 

schools and corporations helps SCEDC in their mission to improve the learning environment in South 

County to better prepare the future workforce.  

For more information on SCEDC visit http://www.southcountyedc.com/.  

### 

 

The South County Economic Development Council (South County EDC or SCEDC) is a non-profit 

organization formed in 1989 by a group of South San Diego County business and community leaders, to 

promote education and encourage economic development in the South San Diego County Region.  Their 

member cities include Chula Vista, Coronado, Imperial Beach, National City, San Diego, San Diego 

County, and the Port of San Diego. They work with their partners in the northern portion of Baja 

California in the cities of Mexicali, Tijuana, Tecate, Rosarito and Ensenada. 
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