
The waiting is nearly over for South
County commuters anxiously anticipating
the opening of the South Bay Expressway.
Another construction milestone was
reached in late March when the last
segment of the South Bay Expressway’s
Otay River Bridge was erected. 

At three-quarters of a mile long and, at
its peak, nearly 19 stories tall, the four-
lane Otay River Bridge will connect com-
munities and businesses across the South
Bay to Otay Mesa and the International
Border.  Located at the southern end of
the Expressway, the bridge plays a crucial
role as it spans the Otay River, a major
geographic obstacle and opens up a new
north-south transportation corridor.

“The bridge will improve regional
mobility by filling a gap in San Diego’s
freeway system and will provide a new,
convenient connection for businesses
across eastern Chula Vista and Otay Mesa
to employment centers across the border,”
said Greg Hulsizer, CEO of South Bay
Expressway.

The Expressway, also known as SR 125,
is scheduled to open late this summer,
providing hundreds of commuters with a
less congested route to shopping, work
and home.

The 10-mile express toll road, San
Diego County’s first such road, will take
travelers from Otay Mesa Road in Otay
Mesa near the International Border all the

way to State Route 54 in Spring Valley
where they will connect with the existing
125, allowing them to travel north to
Santee. This connection will be fast, reli-
able and provide a scenic view as well.

Called “San Diego’s Environmentally
Friendly Toll Road,” by the San Diego
Union-Tribune, more than $20 million has
been spent on preserving sensitive habitat
and wildlife surrounding it, including
1,000 acres of native habitat to be set
aside as permanent open space.

At a construction cost of just over $635
million, South Bay Expressway will serve
residents of South County by eliminating
the heavy stop-and-go traffic that residents
have become all too accustomed to.  The
Expressway will offer numerous

South Bay Expressway Nearing Completion
With Construction of Otay River Bridge
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Briefings:
Projected Late Summer Opening for Toll Road

South County Economic Development Council

With the completion of the Otay River Bridge, the South Bay Expressway moved
closer to its anticipated late summer opening, when it is expected to provide much-
needed traffic relief for South County travelers.
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Third Avenue Village Emerging
As Wedding Planning Hot Spot

ith a host of wedding-oriented service
stores to choose from, Chula Vista’s Third

Avenue Village is emerging as an ideal place for
couples to plan just about every aspect of their
wedding. 

Eight Third Avenue shops offer brides-to-be
and their bridal parties an endless selection of
radiant wedding gowns and bridesmaid dresses,
while another seven provide formal wear to
ensure the men look their best as well.  Third
Avenue has more than just clothing to offer,
however, as two shops are available to assist
with floral and decoration needs, and five
jewelers are available to help couples find the
perfect set of rings or refit precious family
heirlooms.  Five additional business provide
cake and catering services and still another two
are available to meet the all important need for
photographers and videographers.

What’s more, those making use of Third
Avenue Village to plan their wedding can hold it
there as well, as six Third Avenue venues are
capable of hosting smaller weddings and
receptions, with well over 20 salons and spas
available to handle grooming needs on the day
of the wedding.

The South County Economic Development
Council and the Chula Vista Third Avenue
Village have teamed up to promote the area as a
premier wedding planning destination.  A
recently released full-color, eight-page brochure
highlights the many Third Avenue businesses
available to help with all aspects of planning

a wedding.

HBO Filming Series In
Imperial Beach

he spotlight will soon be on Imperial
Beach like never before.  The popular

cable network HBO is filming its new series
“John From Cincinnati” in Imperial Beach.  The
series, which follows the fictitious Yost family of
Imperial Beach and has been described as part
surf story, part mystery, represents a rare
opportunity for nationwide exposure for the
Imperial Beach community.

The city currently receives $750 from HBO
for each day of filming.  If popular with viewers,
however, it is expected that the new series will
generate long-term economic rewards for
Imperial Beach in the form of increased tourism.
“John From Cincinnati” is the latest show from
producer David Milch, whose resume includes
production or creation of such blockbuster hits
as “Hill Street Blues,” “NYPD Blue” and most
recently, “Deadwood.” 

The show has filmed scenes in a variety of
venues throughout Imperial Beach, including
Border Field State Park, the Tijuana Sloughs,
YMCA Surf Camp, several private homes and
various locations along the state highway. Some
Imperial Beach residents have also gotten the
opportunity to make appearances in the show,
ranging from brief appearances as an extra to
small but recurring roles.

Redevelopment Agency
Announces Real Estate
Opportunity In Imperial Beach

mperial Beach’s Redevelopment Agency
has issued a request for proposals for real

estate development of an approximately 5 1/2-
acre site located on the south side of State
Route 75/Palm Avenue, between 9th and 7th
streets. The Agency is seeking a development
that creates a town center that maximizes retail
opportunities and offers an exciting and
stimulating place to gather. 

Imperial Beach Mayor Jim Janney said this
future redevelopment project represents an
outstanding opportunity for the city to enhance
an area in need of a face-lift. 

“We need to pursue public and private
partnerships to stimulate improvements in the
Palm Avenue commercial corridor,” said Janney.
“I look forward to the possibility of offering the
community a substantial upgrade in places to
shop.”

The deadline for proposals is July 12.  For
additional information contact Jerry Selby at
(619) 424-2226 or jselby@cityofib.org.

San Diego Planning
Department Working on
Regional Plan Update

an Diego’s Planning Department is
working closely with the Otay Mesa

Planning Group on developing the Otay Mesa
regional plan update.  The planning department
recently presented five new plan updates, all of
which are still being considered and refined,
with new updates expected out this month. 

The Otay Mesa Community Planning Area is
a dynamic and rapidly developing area of San
Diego. The area is bounded by the Otay River
Valley and Chula Vista on the north, the
International Border on the south, Interstate
805 on the west and the county on the east. 

Currently, 62 percent of the Otay Mesa area,
or approximately 9,300 acres, remains unused
or underdeveloped, making it the largest
planning area in all of San Diego.  The original
Otay Mesa Community Plan was adopted in
1981 and the intent of the update is to establish
a framework for future development that will
raise the standard of expectations for Otay Mesa.

The city also recently announced that
otaymesaupdate.org, a new website devoted to
providing the latest news and developments
pertaining to the regional plan update process,

Kudos to Representative Bob Filner, who challenged South
County stakeholders to come up with one, single recommendation
to lessen wait times at the border. The Border Alliance group met
on several occasions and came to a unanimous decision that double
stacking of check points by immigration officers, two to a gate at
both the San Ysidro and Otay Mesa border crossings, would be the
single most effective means to shorten the wait to cross the border
back into the U.S.

Double stacking is similar to the checkout stands at your neigh-
borhood Wal-Mart where one line feeds to two cashiers.
Congressman Bob Filner subsequently endorsed the double-stacked
concept by sending a letter to the Chairman of the House of the
Representatives Subcommittee on Homeland Security, requesting an
additional $2 million from the 2008 Homeland Security
Appropriations Bill to add additional “stacked” booths at the San
Ysidro and Otay Mesa crossings. 

We strongly believe that double stacking will have an immediate
effect and will alleviate some of the waiting.  More inspectors
equipped with the right technology should help speed crossings and
reduce ever-growing wait times.  

As I’ve said before in this column, the current situation at our

A third border crossing may soon become a reality. A recent San
Diego Association of Governments study, conducted on behalf of
CalTrans to assess the financial feasibility of building a third crossing,
revealed that the proposed East Otay Mesa Port of Entry is a
potentially good financial investment for the region provided
sufficient resources are available for the
project. The proposed border crossing
would be an eastern extension of
Interstate 905, accessed via State Route 11.

The need for a third crossing has never
been greater. An extensive SANDAG study
revealed that wait times at the border cost
the San Diego area, California, the U.S.
and Mexico an estimated $8.4 million and
83,000 jobs annually.

Wait times for both vehicular and
pedestrian traffic at the two existing points
of entry have reached the point where
two- to three-hour delays have become
commonplace. According to SANDAG’s
feasibility study, a third crossing with nine

By Jim Janney, South County Economic Development Council

Third Border Crossing May Become A
Reality; Remaining Money Found for 905
Completion

passenger vehicle lanes and nine truck lanes would create a normal
wait time of just 20 minutes at the other border entrances.

Next steps in the process are to receive environmental clearance
for the project, conduct a study to assess the functional feasibility of
the proposed crossing, work with congressional and state delega-
tions to obtain necessary approvals and obtain a permit from the
federal government.

In another piece of news, the remaining funds have been found
to improve and widen state Route 905.
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border is intolerable, not only for the
many employees of South County
businesses who cross the border
legally everyday to get to their jobs,
but also for those who enter the
South County from Tijuana everyday
to shop in our stores, eat in our
restaurants and help stimulate our
economy. 

The San Ysidro Port of Entry, for
example, handles approximately
150,000 people on a daily basis, a
number that includes some 35,000 to 45,000 cars, 25,000 to 35,000
pedestrians and between 200 and 300 buses.  During busy times,
such as weekends or the weekday afternoon rush hour, border cross-
ing wait times of up to three hours in either direction are no longer
unusual.

Something needs to change and needs to change now.
Double stacking at our border crossings would be a much-needed
first step in the right direction.  

Chula Vista’s Third Avenue Village
provides those planning a wedding with
a wide range of services to help meet
their many needs.

HBO’s new series “John From
Cincinnati” will showcase many aspects
of Imperial Beach before nationwide
audiences, giving the community
unprecedented national exposure.

(continued on page5)
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District is developing plans to allow for this
increase and is producing a long-term trade
development plan that goes as far as the year
2030. The imports identified as having the
highest potential of increasing include automo-
biles, fruit, building materials and windmills.

From shipyards to marine terminals, San
Diego Bay’s waterfront businesses employ tens
of thousands of San Diegans. The National City
Marine Terminal, in the South County, is a 125-
acre complex and a primary port of entry for
Honda, Acura, Volkswagen, Isuzu and others.
More than 250,000 import and export vehicles
are processed here annually for distribution by
rail and truck throughout the United States. The
terminal is capable of handling well over
300,000 vehicles per year and plans are under
way to attract more automobile imports.
Another primary commodity handled at this
terminal is lumber, transported by barge and
breakbulk ships from the Pacific Northwest. The
Port has also handled export cattle and contain-
ers at the National City terminal.

will be up and running in the next few months.

New Condominiums Under
Construction As National City
Revitalization Takes Shape

onstruction is under way at Harbor View 
Condominiums, the first project to break

ground under National City’s new Downtown
Specific Plan.

The six-story, $25 million mixed-use
development is now under construction on
Eighth Street with completion anticipated by
year’s end.  It will feature 75 condos ranging in
size from 700 square feet to 3,000 square feet as
well as 13,000 additional square feet of retail
space. 

Pricing begins in the low $200,000s and will
range into the mid-$400,000s, with one-, two-
and three-bedroom units available.  Phase one,
featuring the first 15 units, was released in
October and quickly sold out.  Phase two sales
are now under way. 

The Harbor View project is just one element
in National City’s downtown redevelopment
plans.  National City officials expect the new
Specific Plan to help recreate the downtown
area as a combination of high-rise residential
and mixed-used office buildings alive with
hotels, shops, offices, restaurants and cafes.  To
help set the foundation for developments still to
come, National City has invested more than $20
million in infrastructure improvements in the
last three years.  

San Diego County Supervisor
Cox Announces Proposed
Budget

an Diego County Supervisor Greg Cox has
announced a proposed budget for the

2007-08 fiscal year of $4.7 billion, a 7.1 percent
increase over the previous fiscal year.

“That’s a large figure,” said Cox.  “But it is
important not to let the numbers overshadow
what the budget really means for the citizens of
this county.  This year’s proposed county
budget focuses on services that are vital to all
our citizens.”

Cox said the proposed budget would be
spent on a wide range of public services aimed
at improving the quality of life for county
residents. 

“We will always take great care to spend tax-
payer dollars wisely and we will deploy our
budget dollars to the services where they can do
the most good,” added Cox. 

Among the projects included in the
proposed budget is an $80 million expenditure
for a new building that will expand services of
the Medical Examiner and the County
Veterinarian.  The budget also calls for the
addition of 31 people to the county’s Behavioral
Health Services unit, 15 beds to its Psychiatric
Hospital, which currently has 30 beds, and 83
people to Child Welfare Services.

“We continue to watch out for the most
vulnerable members of our society,” explained
Cox.

The budget also allocates a significant
amount of money toward improvements to the
county’s recreational amenities, including the
addition of 15 people to the Parks and
Recreation Department and 15 miles of trails to
the county trails system. The proposal also calls
for $3 million toward design and construction
of multi-use trails in the Otay Valley
Regional Park.

Additionally, the Sweetwater Summit
Regional Park in Bonita is poised to get $2
million in funding for approximately 90-100
recreational vehicle campsites, and
approximately $500,000 is set aside for the
northern segment of the Sweetwater Regional
Multi-Purpose Loop Trail and Bonita Golf
Course Trail.  There is also $470,000 proposed
for Tijuana River Valley Regional Park trails and
habitat restoration project.

Several New Businesses
Recently Opened In Coronado

everal new retail establishments opened
recently in Coronado. Next time you’re in

the area, pay them a visit. Spa Nicos is a new day
spa located in downtown Coronado. WineStyles,
a stylish wine-tasting establishment, and Panera
Bakery-Café, featuring freshly baked breads,
soups and sandwiches, are also now open for
business. In addition, Bella’s Lingerie is a new
boutique that recently opened. Herring &
Herring relocated their long-time legal practice
from downtown San Diego to Coronado. And
The Gensler Group, a financial planning firm,
also relocated from downtown San Diego to
Coronado.  

Port Of San DIego Forecasting
Increase In Cargo

id you know that the Port of San Diego
has one of the few on-dock cold storage

facilities on the West Coast and is the first port
of entry on this coast for refrigerator ships
arriving from Latin America? Containers import-
ed by Dole Fresh Fruit Company are regularly
offloaded at the Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal
and transported to the adjacent cold storage
facility. 

At a recent meeting of the San Diego Unified
Port District Commissioners, a maritime cargo
demand forecast was presented to the standing-
room-only audience. A total of 2.9 million tons
of cargo moved through the Port in fiscal year
2005/06 and this is expected to grow to 3.5
million tons in the fiscal year 2006/07. The Port
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Situated between Chance Bistro and
Crown City Antiques and Tea Parlor,
WineStyles is one of the newest retail
establishments in Coronado.

The National City Marine Terminal
processes more than 250,000 import
and export vehicles annually for
distribution by rail and truck throughout
the United States.

Harbor View Condominiums, a six-story,
$25 million mixed-used development,
represents the first step in National
City’s Downtown Specific Plan.

(continued from page 3)

The Third Annual Elected Officials
Reception hosted by SCEDC, Port of San
Diego, City of Chula Vista and South
County Chambers of Commerce will take

place September 20th at the Chula Vista
Bayside Park.  The reception will high-
light the accomplishments of the region’s
economic development efforts and set
the stage for future plans for
economic growth.  More than 400 elect-
ed officials, business and
community leaders attended the same
event held last year at the Promenade
in Coronado.

Save
the Date

MMC Energy 
Renaissance Executive Forums
Signature Funding 
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The Accounting Group
Paragon Management Company 
California Southern SBDC

Published by the 
South County Economic
Development Council
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Working Committees
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For more information or to join any of these
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South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143 fax 619-424-5738
cindy@SanDiegoSouth.com

convenient on/off ramps located at San
Miguel Ranch Road, East H Street, Otay
Lakes/ Telegraph Canyon Road, Olympic
Parkway and Birch Road.

South Bay Expressway will provide
travelers with complimentary roadside
assistance. A courtesy patrol will assist
motorists should anyone run out of gas,
breakdown or get a flat tire.

Tolls for the Expressway are based on
the distance traveled and the number of
axles on the vehicle. Purchasing a FasTrak
card, an electronic toll-collection system
that allows motorists to completely bypass
tollbooths at full highway speeds, will signif-
icantly decrease the cost of the toll road.

For more information on the South Bay
Expressway or to sign up for FasTrak, visit
SouthBayExpressway.com or call
(619) 661-7070.

The project recently hit a stumbling block
when it became evident that acquiring the
rights of way from neighboring property
owners was proving to be more expensive
than originally budgeted.

Improvements to highway 905 are vital
to the continued economic prosperity of the
South County. Widening the often-traveled
truck commerce route will alleviate cong-
estion on Otay Mesa Road, the only major
east-west surface road servicing Otay Mesa.

(“Third Border Crossing” continued
from page 2)

“ A total of 2.9 mil-
lion tons of cargo

moved through the
Port in fiscal year

2005/06 and this is
expected to grow to 3.5
million tons in the fis-

cal year 2006/07.”

(“South Bay Expressway” continued
from page 1)

C

S
S

D



Video Promoting South
County Wins Award

The efforts of the South County
Economic Development Council (SCEDC)
to promote southern San Diego County
have been rewarded with an Award of
Excellence from the California Association
for Local Economic Development or
CALED. The SCEDC was recognized at
CALED’s annual conference this May with
an award of merit for its entertaining and
creative promotional video entitled “South
San Diego: Live. Work. Dream.”  

The SCEDC’s award-winning nine-
minute video highlights the benefits of
relocating, expanding or establishing
businesses in San Diego’s South County.
It is specifically designed to give business
owners and operators located outside of
San Diego a more precise view of the reg-
ion’s key business assets, including its infra-
structure, nationally renowned quality of
life, year-round great weather and proximity
to the U.S.-Mexican border, an asset that no
other area in the United States can offer.

CALED’s Award of Excellence program
brings statewide public and professional
recognition to projects and programs devel-
oped during the previous year that have
made significant contributions to the field
of economic development.  The merit
award recognizes outstanding efforts and
achievements in economic development
advertising, marketing and promotion.

This award is shared with the many col-
laborators from the various government and
business entities who dedicated their
resources for the creation of this video.

SCEDC To Host Breakfast
To Welcome New Board
Members 

The South County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC) will host a
breakfast at South Bay Fish & Grill on July 3
at 7:30 a.m. to welcome the incoming board
of directors for the fiscal year 2007-2008
and thank the outgoing board. All SCEDC
members are invited to attend.   

Doug Paul of The Paul Company has
been elected as the new SCEDC president,
replacing soon-to-be past president Jim
Janney. Paul serves as president of The Paul
Company, a San Diego real estate
development firm, focused on meeting
underserved community needs with
innovative, environmentally sensitive
development solutions. Prior to
establishing his current company, Mr. Paul
served as chairman and founder of Project
Design Consultants, a professional design
services firm, headquartered in downtown
San Diego, specializing in land planning
and civil engineering.

Dan Biggs of Designed Internet
Solutions has been elected as the new vice
president, with Bill Tunstall and Norma
Hernandez each elected as second vice
president.  Ed Lopez of Sempra Energy and
Rosa Lopez Gonzalez of Union Bank will
round out the group of new officers, having
been elected as secretary and treasurer,
respectively. 

The new SCEDC Board of Directors will
welcome four newly elected first-time
members in 2007-2008, including Chris
Boyd of Sharp Hospital, Shannon Brown of
The Border Agency, Dr. Jesus Gandara of
Sweetwater Union High School District,
Ricardo Macedo of Security Business Bank
and Julia Simms of j. simms agency.  

Past members of the board elected to
start new two-year terms include Frank
Belock of Parson’s, Joe Ellis of Solidus
Property, Greg Hulsizer, CEO of South Bay
Expressway, the aforementioned Janney,
Pete Mabrey of Scripps, Tony McCune of
McCune Chrysler/ Jeep, Enrique Melgar of

San Diego National Bank, Charles Moore of
Allied Waste, Christine Moore of AT&T and
Hector Vanegas of SANDAG.

Returning board members whose two-
year terms conclude with the upcoming
fiscal year include Robert Borgman of First
National Bank, Bill Clevenger of GeoCon,
Denny Cuccarese of The Corky McMillin
Companies, Marilyn Lassman of Pacific
Southwest Association of Realtors, Arturo
Monfort of the Tijuana EDC, Bill Ostrem of
EastLake Development Company, Ileana
Ovalle of Cox Communications, Alfonso
Ruiz Padilla of the Tijuana CDT, Tom
Tourtellott of Highland Partnership, Particia
Trauth of Project Design Consultants and
Angelika Villagrana of the San Diego
Regional Chamber of Commerce. 

City appointees serving one-year terms
on the board include Ben Hueso from the
City of San Diego, Dukie Valderama from
San Diego Unified Port District, Greg Cox
from County of San Diego, Greg Sandoval
from Southwestern College, Luis Natividad
from National City, Fred McLean from
Imperial Beach, John McCann from Chula
Vista and Al Ovrum from Coronado.

Digital Divide
Subcommittee Finds
Technology Gap In South
County Has Closed

A recent study conducted for the SCEDC
by the Workforce Education Committee
found that the infrastructure technology
gap in South County has for the most part
been closed, with more than 97 percent of
residents and businesses in South County
now able to access the Internet via Cox
Communication's broadband high speed
data service or AT&T Yahoo’s high speed
Internet.

The Digital Divide Subcommittee was
asked to update the 2004 San Diego
Regional Technology Alliance study on the
availability of technology in San Diego
County, which found the existence of a
technology gap for residents of South
County.

Additionally, according to the subcom-
mittee report, a considerable amount of
public computer and Internet access sites
have become available to the community
since the study was conducted.

An important change contributing to the
dramatic increase in Internet accessibility is
the availability of wireless access through
the upgrade of computer hardware in South
County libraries, which makes it possible
for residents to connect to the Internet
from anywhere within the range of the
libraries’ equipment. Educational facilities
in South County have also increased their
broadband capacity, helping further close
the previously existing gap.

In addition, corporate philanthropy
supporting public access to technology has
played an essential role in the effort to
promote greater access to the Internet for
low-income and limited-English-speaking
communities, with companies such as
AT&T, Best Buy, Circuit City, Hewlett-
Packard, Qualcomm and Microsoft all
contributing. Still another contributing
factor has been the ever-increasing availabil-

SCEDC Endorses San
Diego Health Care
Connection
Based on the negative economic impacts ail-
ing workers have on businesses and the
community health care system at large,
SCEDC has endorsed Senate Bill 51, the San
Diego Health Care Connection, put forth by
state Senator Denise Ducheny. The bill,
which went to committee on March 14,
would assist
businesses in providing healthcare to their
uninsured employees.

The Health Care Connection will offer
affordable group healthcare coverage to San
Diego employers that do not currently
provide health coverageand to those that
offer coverage but have employees who are
uninsured due to their inability to pay
premiums. Under the “three share” model the
bill proposes, employers and employees,
along with the state and federal government,
would all contribute to the cost of coverage.

The model includes premium assistance
for employees whose family income is less
than 300% of the federal poverty level.
Employers not currently providing coverage
can begin providing coverage with lower
contribution levels that gradually increase
over time. There is also a proposed basic
benefits package with co-payment levels tied
to family income for those workers enrolled
in the premium assistance program.

Joining the SCEDC in endorsing Senator
Ducheny’s proposal are the San Diego
Taxpayers Association, San Diego Regional
Chamber, San Diegans for Healthcare
Coverage, Scripps Health, San Diego County
Medical Society, SDSU's College of Health &
Human Services, San Diego Workforce
Partnership, County of San Diego, Asian
Business Association, Council of Community
Clinics, Hospital Association of San Diego and
Imperial Counties, Sharp HealthCare, San
Diego Organizing Project and the American
Nurses Association of California.
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High-speed Internet access and state-of-the-art technology is now more readily avail-
able to South County students, residents and businesses than ever before.

By providing assistance to San Diego
businesses, State Senator Denise
Ducheny’s proposed bill would help
bring affordable healthcare to a large
group of San Diegans who do not
currently receive coverage.

(continued on page 7)

(“Digital Divide” continued from page 6)

Doug Paul, owner of The Paul Company
and past chairman and founder of
Project Design Consultants, has been
elected to serve as the next president of
the South County Economic Develop-
ment Council’s Board of Directors.

ity and affordability of home and laptop
computers, which are widely available
throughout the region as a cost-effective
alternative.

Going forward, the Digital Divide
Subcommittee report suggests constant
upgrades to existing public resources and
businesses, continual infrastructure
maintenance and the continued promotion
of computer literacy growth by education
and community service groups.



1111 Bay Blvd., Suite E
Chula Vista, CA 91911

South County Economic Development Council

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
NON-PROFIT

CHULA VISTA, CA

PERMIT NO 457

Bus Tour Exposes San
Diego Business Journal
Staff To South County

A group of editors, reporters and staff
members from the San Diego Business
Journal were shown first hand all that the
South County has to offer businesses on
Friday, March 2, during a day-long bus tour
of the region hosted by staff and members
of the South County Economic
Development Council.

This was a great way for us to showcase
some of the South County’s most desirable
attributes to a group of editors and
reporters who understand good news
stories when they see them,” said Cindy
Gompper-Graves, chief executive officer of
the SCEDC and one of several narrators of
the tour.  “The region has so much to offer
to businesses that it really is just a matter of
getting the word out.  We couldn’t have
been happier with the receptiveness of the
San Diego Business Journal staff.”

Before embarking on the trip, Business

Journal staff were addressed by SCEDC
President Jim Janney and shown the coun-
cil’s award-winning promotional video. 

The bus tour, which also included guest
narrators from various regions of the South
County, took Business Journal staff through
parts of Chula Vista, National City, Otay
Mesa and San Ysidro.  Stops were made at
key areas of potential development,
including the proposed Gaylord Hotel and
Convention Center site along the Chula
Vista bayfront. 

The tour also stopped at the site of the
Chula Vista eastern urban center, where
representatives from The Corky McMillin
Companies, developer of the 200-acre
parcel, briefed Business Journal staff on the
future development plans for site. 

Attendees were then treated to lunch in
the main office of the soon-to-be-completed
South Bay Expressway, the 10-mile toll road
that is expected to ease traffic for South
County travelers when it opens this fall.
South Bay Expressway CEO Greg Hulsizer
was there to answer questions from the
reporters in attendance.  The tour was then

capped off with a trip to the proposed site
of the third U.S./Mexican border crossing.

The site of the soon-to-be-completed
South Bay Expressway was one of the
stops on an informational bus tour the
SCEDC hosted for staff members from
the San Diego Business Journal.

The XVII Annual Economic Summit
will be at the San Diego Convention Center

on September 28th.

Book your table now!

We hope to see everyone there.
Details to follow in the August edition

of this newsletter.

Elected Officials Reception,
September 20, Chula Vista Bayside Park.

See page 5 for details.


