
Panelists and speakers at the South
County EDC’s 25th Annual Economic
Summit all agreed – collaboration is key
to economic growth in the South County.

Almost 500 of San Diego’s business
leaders and public officials gathered in
October for the annual summit, the largest
event the South County EDC produces
each year. 

Kelly Cunningham, economist and
senior fellow at the National University
System Institute for Policy Research,
presented findings on the South County
economy, which showed that South
County grew three times faster from 2010
to 2013 than the overall county. 

“There’s a boom in South County.
People and jobs are growing there,”
Cunningham said.

He added that the fields to pay
attention to are in the innovation,

technology, health care and cyber security
sectors. 

San Diego experienced more out-
migration in the past – now it’s at an
equal or neutral level, said Marney Cox,
chief economist at SANDAG. The reason
for that change is job growth.  

Phil Blair, executive officer at
Manpower West, recognizing that
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Collaboration is Key for
Continued Growth in the

South County 

Members of the Economic Panel, from left to right, were
Phil Blair, Peter Calstrom, Kelly Cunningham, Marney Cox

and Nels Jensen, editor of the San Diego Business Journal, who
served as the moderator.

South County seems
to be the location

that’s taking
advantage of changes

in the economy.
–Marney Cox,

SANDAG
”

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 5)

Look South
for More

Opportunities 
Marney Cox, chief economist at

SANDAG, advised the Economic Summit
audience to look south, as there are many
opportunities for South County to grow in
conjunction with Mexico.

Congressman Juan Vargas, who led a
binational impact discussion at the summit
agreed, stating that South County needs to
build bridges instead of walls.

“And we are – we’re building bridges
and bigger gates. We’re not putting up
walls,” Vargas said. 

Joining Vargas in the binational
discussion were two elected officials from
the Mexican federal government: Sen.
Ernesto Ruffo Appel and Sen. Victor“
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The Tijuana and San Diego business
communities along with government
officials from both sides of the border
recently celebrated the 20th anniversary of
the Sentri Program that brought faster
border crossings to the region.

The event was held in San Diego at the
Institute of the Americas and featured
keynote speaker Gavin Newsom, lieutenant
governor of California, and Congresswoman
Lynn Schenk, who led the Sentri program
initiative pushed the legislation through
Congress until its approval. 

USCD Chancellor Pradeep Khosla
released the results of an important study
on the future of border innovation
conducted by local visionaries, technology
and transportation specialists. The results of

the study provide innovative ideas on how
to put San Diego in the forefront of border-
crossing efficiency through the adoption of
more efficient security systems, new
technologies and bi-national collaborative
models.

Since its inception, the Sentri Program
has been a driver of increased connectivity
and economic growth between Tijuana and
San Diego. The program facilitates faster
border crossings through a process of pre-
scanning and pre-approval of qualified low-
risk travelers. Among those who benefit
most from the Sentri Program are hundreds
of company executives and suppliers to
Tijuana’s maquiladoras.
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The Sentri Program Turns 20

It was my distinct pleasure to chair this
year’s 25th Annual Economic Summit and I
want to thank my partner in hosting the
event, "Dukie" Valderrama, Port of San
Diego commissioner.  Dukie has served as a
master of ceremonies for the summit for
more years than anyone can remember and,
as always, he did a fantastic job.

I also want to thank our keynote
speakers who were exceptional this year.
Derica Rice of Eli Lilly and Chris Van
Gorder, president and CEO of Scripps
Health, provided insight that our audience
could not have heard anywhere else.

Rice talked about the recently
announced expansion of Lilly’s research
center in La Jolla and Van Gorder explained
how Scripps Health is investing in wireless
technology, which would allow for 24/7
access to doctors, and collaborating with
some of the region’s best and brightest
minds to solve the world’s most complex
and urgent medical problems.

Our elected officials panel did not
disappoint this year and included Sen. Ben
Hueso; Lorena Gonzalez and Shirley Weber,

California assembly members; Laura Torres,
Baja California assembly member; County
Supervisor Greg Cox; Dan Malcolm, Port of
San Diego commissioner; Ron Morrison,
mayor of National City; Silvano Abarca,
mayor of Rosarito Beach; Serge Dedina,
mayor of Imperial Beach; and Pamela
Bensoussan, Chula Vista councilmember.       

The economic outlook panel had
surprising news about South County and
featured Peter Callstrom, president and
CEO of San Diego Workforce Partnership;
Kelly Cunningham, economist at National
University System Institute for Policy

Research; Marney Cox, chief economist at
SANDAG; and Phil Blair, executive officer at
Manpower West. 

And in keeping with tradition, we were
thrilled to have a binational discussion with
Congressman Juan Vargas and Mexican
senators Ernesto Ruffo Appel and Sen.
Victor Hermosillo y Celada.

An additional speaker, Carl Guardino,
president and CEO of the Silicon Valley
Leadership Group, discussed tech economy
competitiveness.

Thank you to everyone, who made this
the best Economic Summit ever!

SCEDC Chair Monica Montaña is pictured here with keynote
speakers Derica Rice, far left, Chris Vangorder, far right,

as well as Pedro Villegas of SDG&E, title sponsor. 

The Binational Panel at the
Economic Summit included, from left

to right, senators Ernesto Ruffo
Appel and Victor Hermosillo y

Celada from the Mexican federal
government and U.S. Congressman

Juan Vargas.
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Port Issues RFP for Pond 20
Wetlands Mitigation Bank 

The Port of San Diego has issued a
request for proposals from developers to
establish and operate a wetlands mitigation
bank on 84 acres of Pond 20 at the gateway
to Imperial Beach on Palm Avenue. 

The RFP seeks consultants that can
provide expertise and guidance for each
step in the mitigation bank development
process and developers interested in
assuming responsibility for the ecological
and financial success of the mitigation bank. 

In its entirety, Pond 20 includes 95 acres
of land, of which the vast majority has been
set aside to remain in its natural state as
part of the mitigation bank, 3.1 acres on the
western edge for commercial development
to complement the new Bikeway Village in
Imperial Beach and 7.9 acres on the eastern
edge for low-intensity commercial
development.

The mitigation bank is expected to
produce revenue that will go into a Pond 20
Economic Development Fund to be spent
within the cities of Imperial Beach and the
ity of San Diego, Council District 8.

Construction Nearing Completion
on Waterfront Adventure Center 

Construction is nearing completion on
the new 4,700-square-foot Waterfront
Adventure Center in National City adjacent
to Pepper Park and Pier 32 Marina along
San Diego Bay.  

The facility built at a cost of $4.4 million
with funds provided by the Port of San
Diego, will include two multi-purpose
classrooms that can be opened as one
larger room; storefront/office space; locker
rooms with showers and restrooms; boat
and equipment storage; decorative lighting,
landscaping and public art.

The building is fully constructed and
interior improvements are now being made.

Chula Vista Recognizes Projects
That Beautify, Enhance, Sustain
and Transform

Ten projects were recognized recently at
the Ribbons & Shovels awards dinner for
improving and enhancing the appearance,
appeal and economic vitality of Chula Vista.
The awards celebrated the best in art,
architecture, landscape, historic
preservation, environment, and more. The
city of Chula Vista recognized individuals,
organizations or businesses for outstanding
projects that were completed between 2010
and 2014. 

The Ribbons & Shovels winner for a new
residential project was Corta Bella. The
award for non-residential construction went
to the Douglas & Nancy Barnhart Cancer
Center. Chula Vista Center won for best
commercial renovation and restoration
project.

Improvements in the public realm went
to MTS and SANDAG for the Trolley renewal
project and Hilltop Child Development
Center’s "Habitat gARTen" won for best
public art. Rohr House, Chula Vista Historic
Site #98, won best historic preservation
project and The Landings at Winding Walk
won best affordable housing project.

A green building award went to
Southwestern College DeVore Stadium and
the Mayor's Award for Neighborhood
Revitalization went to Del Mar and
Davidson Apartment Complex developed by
Mario Lopez.    

Good News Abounds in Imperial
Beach

Warmer than normal temperatures
continue to bring a number of visitors to
the beach to enjoy the cooler weather and
dine at some of the new restaurants that
have recently opened in Imperial Beach. 

Visitors enjoy the beach, the pier and the
Friday Farmer’s Market in the safest beach
community in San Diego County, according
to recently released regional crime statistics.
The statistics compiled by the FBI indicate
that only the community of Poway enjoys a
lower crime rate than Imperial Beach. 

This past summer, Imperial Beach
experienced an important milestone. The
United States and Mexico signed a Treaty
Minute recognizing the importance of
working together to reduce the amount of
sediment, trash and debris entering the
Tijuana Estuary and eventually making its
way to the shoreline of Imperial Beach. This
significant event sets the stage for improved
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PORT OF SAN DIEGO

CHULA VISTA

The new Waterfront Adventure
Center will provide services for

boaters using the public boat ramp
at Pepper Park and community

gathering areas.

NATIONAL CITY

The Douglas & Nancy Barnhart
Cancer Center at Sharp Memorial

Hospital in Chula Vista won an
award for best non-residential

construction project.

IMPERIAL BEACH
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communication, legislative support and
potentially additional funding to address
these concerns. 

The Bernardo Shores RV Park along the
Silver Strand is now empty in preparation
for a new housing project that recently
received Coastal Commission approval.
Approximately 175 new townhomes will
replace the 100 RV stalls and will provide
much needed market-rate housing in
Imperial Beach. An additional 14 residential
units have also been approved to be built
along Seacoast Drive and construction is
under way there. 

The city is reviewing its beach
maintenance techniques and working
toward a management strategy that is more
environmentally sound, fiscally responsible
and maintains its reputation as having the
cleanest beaches in the county. More than
half of Imperial Beach is protected open
space and environmental protection and
enhancement is a big part of what makes
the community so attractive. Together with
the Tijuana Estuary and the bayfront,
proper stewardship of the beach is a top
priority.      

Mayor and Council Pass
Neighborhood Repair
Streamlining Plan

The San Diego City Council recently
approved the latest in a series of reforms
proposed by Mayor Faulconer to “repair the
city's repair system" and ensure that
infrastructure projects are completed more
quickly and efficiently.

"These reforms are about investing
taxpayer dollars in our neighborhoods
faster and more efficiently," Mayor
Faulconer said. "By cutting red tape, being
innovative with technology and making
better use of the dollars we have, we can
speed up street repair and improve
neighborhoods across San Diego."

In March of this year, the Mayor
proposed more than 20 reforms to the city's
infrastructure program. The reforms focus
on technology to increase program
efficiency, reduce bureaucracy and provide
better financial oversight so taxpayer dollars
are managed more effectively. Once fully
implemented, projects like street repair will
be completed 20 percent faster on average.

As part of these reforms, the City
Council approved an expansion of the
Multiple Award Construction Contract
(MACC) program, which will cut red tape so
the city can hire contractors faster and allow
projects to begin sooner. This reform allows
the administration to award contracts of a
higher value, up to $30 million, and saves
time by pre-qualifying and hiring
contractors in advance of projects.

"Capital Improvement Project
streamlining has been a long time coming,"
said City Council President Sherri Lightner.
"Given the need for new public facilities,
such as fire stations and libraries, along
with other infrastructure improvements,
changes to the MACC program will allow
the city to implement projects more quickly
while using fewer resources."

Reforms implemented so far include
online bidding for construction projects, a
change that has helped reduce the contract

procurement process for capital projects by
three weeks.

Coronado Library Will Receive
Internet Boost with State and
Federal Connections

The Coronado Public Library was
accepted into a program earlier this year,
which will connect it to the super computer
at University of California, San Diego, and a
high-capacity, 3,800-mile fiber-optic
network. 

The Library provides Internet access to
patrons who bring in their own computers.
It also provides Internet access through its
wireless system and has wired public
computers. With higher and higher
bandwidth being consumed by modern
applications, slow Internet is a constant
issue. That is why the Library applied to the
program offered to public libraries in
California through the nonprofit
Corporation for Education Network
Initiatives in California. 

The bandwidth will come at reduced
rates, especially when a federal discount for
school and public library
telecommunications is applied. The Library
currently pays approximately $1,800 per
month or $21,600 per year for its Internet.
Upon the full implementation of the CENIC
system, costs will be reduced to $435 per
month or $5,220 per year, a 300 percent
savings. 

The Internet service, which will be 1
gigabit per second, is a very high
bandwidth, about 10 times faster than
current speeds.

Investing In Infrastructure Will
Improve the Economy
By Supervisor Greg Cox 

You’ve probably heard the expression to
make money, you have to spend
money.That adage can be seen at work in
South County where recently I joined
several local leaders to celebrate the start of
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CORONADO

SAN DIEGO

Imperial Beach’s new townhome
community along San Diego Bay

will boast bike trails, connecting to
the popular Bayshore Bikeway.

COUNTY
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Collaboration     (continued from front page)construction on new freeway connectors to
reduce border congestion and accelerate
the flow of goods between Mexico and the
United States.

The freeway connectors will directly link
to state Route 905 and the future state
Route 11 to northbound state Route 125. It
is a $21.5 million project that is being
funded with money from the TransNet half-
cent sales tax, federal funds and state bond
money.

That is money well spent. This
investment in our local infrastructure will
pay off by creating local construction jobs
and, in the long term, by boosting our vital
border commerce.

Over the past two decades, trade
between the U.S. and Mexico has grown
and last year alone, more than 800,000
northbound trucks in goods passed through
the Otay Mesa Port of Entry. Studies have
shown that border congestion costs the U.S.
billions of dollars in economic trade and
thousands of jobs each year. By investing in
our infrastructure, we will move people and
goods more efficiently.  

And we’re not done yet. Work is nearing
completion on a segment of SR 11 from SR
905 east to Enrico Fermi Drive. 

As we continue improving our
infrastructure, our local economy will keep
shifting gears and expanding faster. It’s a
wise investment in our future.

grandparents are competing with their
grandchildren for the same job, said that
continuous learning is key. “Boomers all the
way down to Generation Y, it’s time to
reinvent ourselves,” he said.

Peter Calstrom, president and CEO of
the San Diego Workforce Partnership
mentioned that his organization has
received a grant for Re-entry Work San
Diego, a program that will put a career
center into the Otay jail.  The program is
expected to reduce recidivism rates by
assisting with employment training and
opportunities.  

Key indicators of South County’s success
include projects such as, the development
of Brown Field and the opening of the
Cross Border Terminal, according to
Supervisor Greg Cox, who was a member of
the Elected Officials Panel. Residents benefit
from economic growth and activity through
the ability to retain and grow businesses,
which will reverse the flow of traffic as more
jobs are created. This will provide
opportunities for residents to have jobs
closer to home, which Supervisor Greg Cox
said is “not only refreshing, but will bolster
the economies of all South County cities.” 

Port of San Diego Chairman Dan
Malcolm said, “Transformation is happening
in a big way in South County,” with the
Chula Vista Bayfront as the largest project in
the Port’s history. 

International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers

HNTB Corporation

Waddell & Reed

WORDS

As a locally owned and

operated institution,

Silvergate Bank joined the

South County EDC

specifically to expand its

community outreach by

establishing strategic

partnerships with the

businesses and associations

in the South County area of

San Diego.

Casey Hopkins,
Silvergate Bank

“

”
Opportunities (continued from front page)
Hermosillo y Celada.

  "The opportunities between Mexico
and the U.S. are fantastic,” Hermosillo said.
“We have to tell D.C. and Mexico City that
this is the place to promote."  He went on
to describe the need to get federal officials
to market our area abroad. 

  Senator Appel added that the water
crisis is not impacting business and the
economy. “The drought doesn’t care about
the border,” he said.

South County is a unique
geographic location with acres

of available land. The
proximity to the border will be

key in the years ahead with
billions of dollars in economic
growth opportunities on both

sides of the border.
Supervisor Greg Cox

“

”
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South County Economic Growth
Three Times Faster than

County Overall
The 23 zip codes defining South County outpaced the overall

county's growth in GDP, personal income and employment from
2010 to 2013, according
to a report from the
National University
System Institute for Policy
Research.

South County has
seen GDP increase 37.6
percent from 2010-2013,
a rate three times faster
than the county's overall
rate of growth. This
growth has been fueled
by an increasing number
of high-tech and professional service companies located in South
County, continued growth along the border, and gains in the
"Working Waterfront" of the San Diego Bay, according to the report. 

South County's personal income increased by 69.4 percent
during the three year period, and employment grew by 29.2 percent.
This indicates that people are living and working in South County, as
opposed to commuting to other areas. 

"People tend to spend more money where they live rather than
where they earn money. This brings more prosperity localized to the
South County region," Cunningham said. 

South County's largest employment, income, and sales increases
came from professional, scientific, and technical services, according
to the report. These are typically skilled, high-wage positions, which
contribute to a strong multiplier effect on other local businesses, he
explained. 
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South County Career Center
Invests More Than $500,000

in Local Businesses
This past fiscal year, the South County Career Center provided

$509,494 in wage reimbursements to local companies expanding
their workforce.  These reimbursement programs provided a
substantial financial savings to South County companies, offsetting
the cost of training new employees. 

The wage reimbursement programs offered by the South County
Career Center provide a unique opportunity to invest in a
company’s growth and future development.  Taking advantage of this
program can yield substantial financial benefits -- reimbursement of
50 percent of the wages earned by eligible new workers for up to six
months. All paperwork for this program is managed by the South
County Career Center with very little required of a South County
business.

“The wage reimbursement program helped our business continue
to grow and allowed us to double our service department,” said Alex
Galicia, owner of BPI Plumbing. “We appreciate all the work the
South County Career Center did matching great candidates with our
workforce needs.”

For more information contact Diane Rose or Adonna Aubry-Slay
at (619) 628-0300.

The South County Economic Development Council is funded in
part by grants from the cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, Imperial

Beach, National City and San Diego, the County of San Diego
and the Port of San Diego as well as our members.

Thanks to Shelly Tregembo of the County of San Diego for
capturing this photo of a group of Lead San Diego
participants who recently toured the hottest spots

in South County. 
They are shown here at the Olympic Training Center.

www.SouthCountyEDC.com

It's very
    impressive — having

that kind of growth is
almost stunning.

–Kelly Cunningham,
National University System
Institute for Policy Research
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South County EDC Gives Out Several Awards
at 25th Annual Economic Summit

In addition to the economic and elected official panels, South
County EDC’s 25th Annual Economic Summit included an awards

ceremony that honored individuals and

organizations for their devotion to the South County region.
Award honorees and categories included:

Alejandra Mier y Terán, Otay Mesa

Chamber of Commerce – bestowed

with the Bi-National Endeavor

Award, presented annually to a

leader who has committed extended

efforts to continue fostering

relationships and promote economic

growth on both sides of the border.

This award was sponsored by
City of Imperial Beach.  

Nora Vargas – presented with the

Golden Dedication/Marilyn Lassman

Lifetime Achievement Award, which

is given to a distinguished leader

that has served in many leadership

positions and has integrated

valuable benchmarks upon his or

her community.

This award was sponsored by

Falck San Diego.  

Pat Salas, South Bay Health &Insurance Services – presented withthe Pioneer Award, which is givenannually to a leader whosevisionary contributions have brokentraditional societal, political oreconomic barriers, whereby openingdoors and setting a new course forthe South San Diego County region.This award was sponsored byMAAC Project.  

Melinda Nish, Southwestern College

and Bob Brower, Point Loma

Nazarene University were joint

recipients of the Regional Leadership

Award, which annually honor an

individual or organization that has

served as a leader in integrating

valuable benchmarks upon the

region and has made a significant

impact in the South County in the

past year.

This award was sponsored by

COX Communications.  

Star News  -- named the recipient of

the annual Corky McMillin Best of
South County Award, which is

presented to a business that has a
history of consistent excellence in

products/services, customer
satisfaction and overall

performance. John Moreno accepted
the award.This award was sponsored by

The Corky McMillin Company.  

Scott and Susan McMillin were given

the Outstanding Corporate Citizen

Award for their remarkable

contribution to the South County

through their business activities.

This award was sponsored by

U.S. Bank.  
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Elected Officials Receptions Attracts Huge Crowds
Hundreds of South County EDC members, their guests and

scores of elected officials gathered at the Living Coast Discovery
Center in Chula Vista this fall to share economic news and network.

Thank you to the City of Chula Vista and the Port of San Diego for
sponsoring this event.
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