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Millenia bazzingwith new
development on many fronts
By Thor Kamban Blberman
Daily Transcrlpt Staff Wrlter

he initial phase of Meridian Devel-

opment's Millenia mixed-use project

in eastern Chula Vista has seen the
completion of 550 for-sale units, 791 apart-

ments, two retail components, a hotel, and

a park.

And it's just getting started.

By any measure, Millenia is a sizable de-

velopment, encompassing the equivalent of
80 city blocks.

Its initial wave of construction on the Strat-
ford Land-owned site includes the 135-room
Ayers boutique hotel, approximately 130,000

square feet of retail in Millenia Commons
and Millenia Place, three apartment devel-

opments, eight for-sale neighborhoods and
an urban-style park.

GuyAsaro, president of Meridian Develop-
ment, said approximately $670 million worth
of development has been completed since
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Alexan Millenia, a 309-unit luxury apartment community with 6,600 square feet of retail
space developed by Trammell Crow Residential, recently opened in South County.

Eastridge
sells
shares to
employees
Daily Transcript Staff Report

ission Valley-based Eastridge Work-
force Solutions, a multinational
talent-acquisition and manage-

ment-solutions firm, recently announced that it
has sold a significant block of company shares
to its employees via an employee stock owner-
ship plan (ESOP).

By sharing ownership of Eastridge with its
employees, executives Adam and Jason Svet

intend to empower the company to "focus on
extensive growth and development while con-
tinuing to invest in its culture and employees,"
according to a news release,

Adam Svet took over as chief executive two
years ago, following the death of their father,
Robert Svet, who founded the firm in 1972. The
CEO said that, when the family met to discuss
the company's path forward, building on their
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ZtIIow: Shopping for mortgage often overlooked
Daily Transcript Staff Report credit score above 680, the potential savings by

mortsase shoppins is S280 oer month. Zillow
fices as they decide on a home, perhaps afford-
ins that extra bedroom the.v need or beins able/-F\he typical homebuyer spends more
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the project's groundbreaking in 2013.

He said all but 20 ofthe 550 for-sale residenc-

es have been sold. The homebuilders include

KB Home, Lennar, Meridian Communities and

Shea Homes.

'The (completed) apartment projects are all

95 percent leased," Asaro said.

Tiammell Crow Residential recently com-

pleted construction of Alexan Millenia, a luxu-

ry residential community with 309 apartments,

including live-work units, and 6,600 square

feet of retail and restaurant space, located at

1660 Metro Avenue.

The Alexan Millenia development is current-

ly 95 percent leased.

Amenities include a resort-style pool area,

co-working space, fitness studio with a chil-

dren's entertainment suite, a lounge, game

room, and teen center. Other conveniences in-

clude abike kitchen, children's playground, pet

spa and a dog park.

Asaro added that the next phase of construc-

tion, all of which is underway or contracted, is

valued at $285 million and includes 253 apatl'
ments, more than 335 attached homes, two

parks, a fire station, and a pedestrian bridge

over Eastlake Parkway.

The success ofAlexan Millenia and the other

apartment complexes has spurred the creation

of Alexan Rivue, a 253-unit apartment develop-

ment. Leasing is scheduled to startbefore the

end ofthe year and construction is slated to be

completed in late 2020.

Rivue's amenities will include a resort-style

pool and spa, club lounge with aTVvideo wall

and gourmet kitchen, co-working spaces, fit-

ness studio, Amazon package lockers, and

game lounge complete with a full-size golf sim-

ulator room,

In the meantime, finishingtouches are being

An aerial view of South County's new urban center, Millenia. Recent additions to the community include (clo_cl<wi9e. f.r9m the left foreground)
Ayres Hotel, Millenia Place by Sudberry Properties and Alexan Millenia by Trammell Crow Residential. The right foreground shows the
construction of a new city of Chula Vista fire station.

and expansive fitness center with panoramic "Our project will also be alongside a beauti-

views. ful park,'he added, saying he expects to see

Office properties are another major compo- collegiate sporting events taking place at the

nentof the Milleniaplan. Park.
Chesnut Properties CEO Lee Chesnut said The office buildings will be LEED- and

Millenia office's roughly 325,000-square- WEll-buildingcertified.
foot "Think" campus could see the initial Chesnut plans to develop about 1.5 million

165,000-square-foot offlce building begin con- square feet in Millenia. Think will be followed

struction as early as next month. by "Invent," a 750,000-square-foot Class Atech'

"It will eith'er be November or February of nology campus. "Discover' is being planned as

next year," he said. a 500,000-square-foot life sciences health care

Chesnut said once the initial building is 70 to

75 percent leased, which will be a speculative

development, he will start on the other build-

ing (about 160,000 square feet).

"San Diego is the most difficultplace to build

a building on spec," Chesnut said, adding that

most office buildings don't come out of the

ground without at least some pre-leasing.

He said he is very confident the product is

campus.

Combined, the Chesnutcampuses will be sit-

uated on about 30 acres.

Construction has also begun in the commu-

nity's Main Street District, called The Mix,
which is intended to have the feel of a repur-
posed warehouse district, such as The Pearl

District in Portland, Ore.

Asaro said he envisions breweries, tastlng

Millenia,
Asaro also noted that Meridian is in escrow

with a developer to purchase property in The

Mix for 480 apartments and, initially, 16,000

square feet of commercial space at ground lev-

el.

Plans for The Mix currently include a total

of 55,000 square feet of retail and commercial

space, but could bc o(gaodcd to morc thrn
80,000 square feet, howerrer,

Meridian Communitiee recently broke

ground on Pinnacle, a neighborhood nearThe
Mix offering 126 four-story attached homes

ranging in size from 1,400 square feet to 2,400

square feet. Penthouses will have elevator ac-

cess. Sales are expected to start in January
2020,

Construction on two other urban-etyle parks

in Millcolr - Orlon rnd 6trrh - lr undcrway.

Thcy rre rchcdulod to ogrn ln crrly 2020,

Photo courtesy of Meredian Development



game lounge complete with afull-size golf sim-

ulator room.

In the meantime, finishing touches are being
put on Sudberry Properties' 105,000-square-

foot Millenia Commons and the 25,000-square-
foot Millenia Place, both of which serve as the
front door of the community.

These retail components are about 85 per-

cent committed with an array of tenants, in-
cluding HomeGoods, Cost Plus World Market,
Ross Dress for Less, buybuy Baby, Mattress
Firm, Starbucks, Jamba Juice (with the first
drivethrough in San Diego County), Pacific
Dental Services, Ceviche Craft, World Nails &
Spa, Menchies, Board & Brew, ElTianguis and
a McDonald's.

The food-centric Millenia Commons, ex-
pected to be complete this fall, will feature La
Sabrosita Botanero Grill and Cantina, Grater
Grilled Cheese, Iceskimo, Share Tea, Hur-
ricanes Grill & Wings, Pizzo's Pizzeria, and,

Luna Grill, as well as Great Clips and Chang's
Tae Kwon Do.

The Ayres Hotel Chula Vista, located ad-
jacent to Millenia Place at 1710 Millenia Ave-
nue, has opened with 135 boutique-style guest

rooms, 1,200 square feet of meeting space, a
full bar in the lobby, a business center, heated
outdoor pool, pool bar with outdoor seating,

most office buildings don't come out of the
ground without at least some pre-leasing.

He said he is very confident the product is
strong enough to weather a recession, which
he doesn't expect is even coming.

"These will be the roaring twenties of the

2020s," Chesnut said.

Along with the two four-story office build-
ings, Think will include a parking structure for
1,300 vehicles, and a 7,000-square-foot fitness

center and caf6 complex. Itis anticipated to be

ready for occupancy in May 202I.
"Think will be a project as good as any class,"

Chesnut added, saying rents will be very com-
petitive aswell.

Chesnut's development team includes Gens-

ler, DPR Construction, C2 Building Group, Proj-

ect Design Consultants, and the landscape ar-

chitecture firm OJB (0ffice of James Burnett).
Modern office buildings are few and far be-

tween in the South County, and Chesnut said

he wants to bring that experience to the area.

He hopes to lure tenants to the office cam-
puses he is building, such as post-graduate

universities and those in the health care field,
high technology, life sciences, and other sec-

tors.
"This will be a mixed use of office types,'

Chesnut said.

posed warehouse district, such as The Pearl

District in Portland, Ore.

Asaro said he envisions breweries, tasting
rooms, boutique restaurants, wellness studios,

a Makers Plaza for craftsmen and artisans, a
potential shared'office space and communi-
ty-serving services at The Mix, as well as ad-

ditional office space.

Construction in The Mix will start this fall.
Lennar has purchased two properties in the
heart ofthe sub-area.

The first Mix project will be a 92-unit town-

home neighborhood called The Vibe, located

adjacent to Millenia's Civic Plaza Park.

The second property will be occupied by
a neighborhood called Cleo with homes de-

signed for first-time buyers.

Concurrent with the construction of The
Vibe and Cleo, Lennar will build a pair of
4, 500-square-foot retail buildings for Meridian
Development. These buildings are in addition
to two 10,000-square-feet retail buildings al-

ready under way by Meridian Development on

the property.

Once those buildings are complete in late

2020, Meridian will start construction on the

two-acre Civic Plaza Park. The park, designed

with space for large gatherings and entertain-
ment, is intended to be the social nucleus of

Construction on two other urban-style parks

in Millenia - Orion and Strata - is underway.

They are scheduled to open in early 2020.

Both parks are located along the Chula Vista
Regional Tfail, which features recycled glass

in the trail paving, and will ultimately link to all
six parks in the community.

Orion Park, at the intersection of Orion Av-

enue and Strata Street, will include a water
feature, children's play area, dog areas, shaded
picnic tables, planted arbors and large open

space plazas.

Strata Park, a 1.9-acre park site designed by
Spurlock Landscape Architects, is planned to
feature sun and shade gardens, picnic tables,

fitness area, a student art display, an interac-

tive play area with porch swings, a community
plaza and. restrooms. There also will be illu-
minated paving, LED tree lights and boulders

thatglowin the dark.

Millenia's largest park, Millenia Park, is

scheduled for groundbreaking this winter. The
3.6-acre park, located along Millenia Avenue,

is designed to include a regulations soccer

field, tennis court, basketball court, restrooms,
jogging path, children's play areas and picnic

areas for large and small groups.
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