
South County Economic Development
Council welcomed an impressive crowd of
more than 200 elected officials, business
and community leaders as well as a
handful of new members to its Annual

Holiday Breakfast in December.
San Diego Zoo Venture Business

Manager, Jon Prange, and his associate,
Dena Emmerson, were the morning’s
special guests, who entertained members
with a presentation on biomimicry. It is an
innovation method that seeks sustainable
solutions by emulating nature's time-
tested patterns and strategies.

Prange said the Zoo is investing heavily
in biomimicry and working with well-
known San Diego companies to assist with
product development. He encouraged
South Bay companies to join in this new
discovery as biomimicry practices are
designed to help companies save energy,
reduce waste and create successful
products. 

“The economy needs the environment.
It can’t be an afterthought,” said Prange. 

Prange discussed nature’s impact on
new innovations by demonstrating how
studying various animals can lead to our
own efficiency and positively affect our
community. In his presentation, he
discussed the river hippopotamus and
how it produces a “blood sweat” which
serves as an antiseptic, insect repellent
and sunscreen.  Researchers hope to
create a product inspired by hippo sweat
that will aid in preventing sunburn,
infection and insect bites. 

Prange also explained how researchers
are studying elephant feet and American
alligator blood to aid in new discovery.
Elephant feet have the ability to detect
seismic vibrations in the ground. They can
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Dena Emmerson and Jon Prange from
San Diego Zoo Global brought the
biomimicry presentation to SCEDC in
hope of educating South County
business and community leaders about
the ways Fortune 500 companies are
investing in this practice.

Prange called biomimetic innovation “natural capitalism” because we learn about
more efficient products and processes from plants and animals.
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Now that 2011 has come to a close, it’s a great time to reflect on
what has transpired in the last year and what we can look forward to
in 2012.

Many businesses struggled in 2011, but the good news is that in
the coming year there is a positive outlook. Consumer confidence is
up and unemployment is down.  In an announcement just last week,
a panel of economists and local experts predicted that San Diego's
economy will show the strongest growth in six years with a 1.8
percent increase in 2012. This is exciting news to our South County
governments, businesses and residents. 

In the past year alone, auto sales have jumped 15 percent in San
Diego County. An uptick in auto sales is an especially important
trend for our region, which is home to two major auto parks in
National City and Chula Vista. I’m proud to report that while the
economy was struggling to recover, your board of directors and staff
at South County EDC worked tirelessly to set the table for our
community’s continued economic recovery in 2012.

In 2012 we will see many changes that will have a profound
effect on our local economic development. With the upcoming

Cross Border Terminal
Project Moves to
City Council

The Cross Border Terminal moved one
step closer to becoming a reality in
December. In a unanimous vote, the City
of San Diego Planning Commission
approved the project and it now moves to
City Council for final approval. 

Otay-Tijuana Joint Venture LLC, project
owners along with developers and South
County EDC members have been pushing
the authorization of this project for more
than 12 years.

With more than two million people
driving across the border every year to get
to Tijuana’s Rodriguez International
Airport, this new terminal will give San
Diegans more traveling options. Traffic
will be greatly reduced with a terminal
being built on the U.S. side of the border
and travelers will be given more flying
options with Rodriguez offering direct
flights to 20 Mexican cities and at least 
eight locations not offered from
Lindbergh Field. 

South County EDC would like to thank
its members and partners for their
support, including Angelika Villagrana,
James Clark, Paul Webster, Rob Hixson,
Alejandra Mier Y Teran, who together with
its staff, provided testimony at the
planning commission in support of
the project.  

By Christine Moore of AT&T
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elections and redistricting, we will have new
legislative representation. The recent
Supreme Court ruling likely means the end of
redevelopment as we know it. This year will
also bring new leadership as Customs and
Border Protection Chief Alan Bersin, who
frequently partnered with South County EDC
on projects impacting economic development
in our region, has departed and we await the
announcement of the new appointee. We
wish him well on his next venture and want to express our deep
appreciation for all he has done for our region.

Among the most talked about happenings in 2012 is the Chula
Vista Bayfront Master Plan that will finally go before the California
Coastal Commission in March. This hearing will be the most critical
regulatory proceeding to date in this long-awaited process. Approval
means that development can move forward and the project will
bring tremendous economic benefit to all of South County. 

(continued on page 6)

South County EDC is proud to announce that the Cross Border
Terminal received final approval from City Council on Jan. 10.

This would not be possible without the support of all its members
and partners who signed more than 100 letters

at its Jan. 3 board meeting. 

Update:
City Council Approves

Cross Border Terminal Project

A new terminal would mean greater
airport efficiency and more plane
options for travelers.
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Committees Meet to Discuss
Planned Development in East
Otay Mesa

At a December 16 meeting, members of the
Public Policy Committee and the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee assembled to
discuss industrial use plans for more than
25,000 acres of land available in East Otay Mesa. 

Ricardo Jinich, co-founder of Paragon
Management and member of SCEDC, gave a
presentation on the background and the
forthcoming investment in this area so that
members were aware of the many infrastructure
developments in place as well as the economic
benefits that will arise once the Cross Border
Facility and the Otay Mesa II Port of Entry are
completed.

Major public infrastructure investments that
are currently under way include construction of
city and county roads, SANDAG rapid bus transit
lines and completion of State Route 11 and
Interstate 905. Private developers are funding
the construction of a sewer system, recycled
water facilities, emergency services for fire/law
enforcement, land for fire/sheriff stations and
habitation restoration and mitigation services on
hundreds of acres set aside for sensitive species.

Jinich said that once the Cross Border
Terminal and the second Otay Mesa II Port of
Entry are completed, there will be a tremendous
explosion of industrial companies moving to
the area. 

“This is the largest remaining open area in
San Diego for job creation,” said Jinich. “Not
only will this area provide for more than 42,000
new jobs by 2020, it will generate millions in
sales tax revenue and billions in assessed value.” 

An Economic Impact Study of the Otay Mesa

II Port of Entry by the San Diego Regional
Chamber of Commerce reports that economic
benefits will surpass $14 billion in San Diego.
Outside of San Diego, the overall economic
benefits will surpass $31.6 billion. 

“East Otay Mesa’s economic benefits not
only support San Diego locally, but all of
California through increased trade and
commerce,” said Jinich. “It is important that we
encourage businesses to start up or move to the
region as it is a great place for heavy industrial,
high tech, manufacturing, retail and commercial
facility use.”

Work Begins on National City
Aquatic Center

Ground has broken on the new 4,700-
square-foot Aquatic Center in National City. The
goal of the project is to bring more visitors to
the city, where they can rent boats and take
lessons on the more than 3.2 miles of bayfront.

“The aquatic center is the long-awaited
opportunity for the young people of National
City to have access to their bay,” said National
City Mayor Ron Morrison. 

The $3.8 million project is being built with
money from National City, the Unified Port of
San Diego and the County of San Diego. Design
and construction are being funded by $3 million
from the City’s redevelopment agency, $830,000
from the Port’s capital improvement budget and
a $150,000 grant from the County’s
Neighborhood Reinvestment Program.

It will be the city's first public access to the
Sweetwater River, which connects to the bay,
and will be built in Pepper Park, located on the
south end of Tidelands Avenue and adjacent to
Pier 32 Marina.  Pepper Park is one of 17
waterfront parks maintained by the Unified Port

of San Diego in the five member cities of
National City, Chula Vista, Imperial Beach,
Coronado and San Diego.

The new facility will feature activities
including kayaking, rowing and environmental
education courses managed by the South Bay
Family YMCA. The exterior will resemble a kite
from the air and feature environmentally
friendly building components. Landscaping
improvements, paved areas for outside activities,
security walls and fencing, as well as a
promenade and walkways will also be new
additions to the facility.

Coronado Boat House
Undergoing Final Stages of
Construction on Glorietta Bay

Workers are coming closer to completing
construction of the combined boat house and
public club room on the southeast side of

Glorietta Bay Park.  
In December, irrigation construction began

on the playground. Contractors removed the
forms for the playground curbs and began to
backfill in preparation for installation of
irrigation, sod and Fibar—a playground
protection material. The conduit linking the
city’s fiber optic system to the project’s
communication room was recently installed
across the park and excavation was repaired.

High beams have also been installed in the
club room and roof trusses are in place. Once
completed, this building will serve as the center
for youth day camps and teen programs and
include both structured and drop-in activities. 

“With so many terrific recreation assets at
your fingertips, I am confident that every
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COUNT Y

(continued on page 4)

CORONADO

The Coronado Boat House will be the
latest addition to the Strand Way line of
marina-side buildings. It is expected to
be ready for use in the summer of 2012.

NATIONAL CIT Y

Work finally begins on the National City
Aquatic Center after nearly a decade of
planning. It is scheduled to be completed
by spring 2013.

East Otay Mesa is the largest
undeveloped industrialized location in
the county.
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Coronado resident will take advantage of the
diverse opportunities at the new Boat House
and Club Room,” said Recreation Services
Director Linda Rahn.

As part of the Glorietta Bay Civic Center and
Promenade Project, the $4 million, 5,000-square-
foot building will provide storage for many types
of non-motorized paddle vessels, space for
Coronado Recreation Department summer
youth programs and administrative offices.
Funding has been provided by the San Diego
Unified Port District, Coronado’s Community
Development Agency and the City’s
General Fund.

New Breakwater Shopping
Center Will Provide More Retail
Options for City Residents

Demolition of the former Miracle Shopping
Center has finally begun after more than 10
years of redevelopment planning.

Known as the Breakwater Shopping Center,
the new center will consist of seven buildings
and house approximately 46,200 square feet of
retail and commercial space. It will be spread
out over 4.95 acres with a Starbucks and Panda
Express expressing interest in occupying
the space. 

According to Imperial Beach Redevelopment
Agency Coordinator Jerry Selby, the new center
will be complete in May 2013. It will take nine
months to a year to build the shopping mall,
though it has been proposed that the project be
built in two phases if more tenants are not
identified.

Once completed, the shopping center will
have a surface parking lot with 238 parking
spaces, an outdoor patio area, extensive
landscape and pedestrian-friendly sidewalks.

Direct access to the center will be provided by
an entrance from Palm Avenue as construction
crews raise the current grade to match the
existing grade of the street.

Port Celebrates Completion of
$1.6 Million ADA Accessibility
Improvements Project

Tuesday, Dec. 6 marked the official ribbon
cutting ceremony to commemorate the
completion of a $1.6 million project that made
accessibility improvements to 176 locations
within the Port of San Diego.

Board of Port Commissioners Chairman
Scott Peters, Chula Vista Port Commissioner Ann
Moore and William Stothers of the Port’s
Accessibility Advisory Committee led the
ceremony at Chula Vista Bayfront Park. 

This is the second phase of a three-phase
program to address accessibility barriers
throughout the Port’s jurisdiction to comply
with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The three-phase program was authorized in
June 2007 with the program’s first phase which
consisted of accessibility improvements
including crosswalk and parking area
improvements to Shelter Island, the Harbor
Police Administration Building near Harbor
Island and the B Street Cruise Ship Terminal.
Phase I cost $68,000 and was completed in
2008. This served as a pilot project to
immediately resolve public complaints and
evaluate an approach for other locations in
Chula Vista, National City, San Diego, Coronado
and Imperial Beach.

Phase II began in October 2010 when the
Board of Port Commissioners awarded a $1.6

million construction contract to PAL General
Engineering, Inc., a San Diego small business.
This phase consisted of improvements including
accessible paths, curb cuts, new concrete
sidewalks, improved asphalt pavement,
additional accessible parking spaces, ramps to
restrooms and parking areas, picnic tables and
directional signage. 

The third phase is estimated to cost $75,000
and is currently in design.

“Enhancing access to public areas is one of
the Port’s strategic goals. While that is the law of
the land, it is fitting for the Port to fulfill this
goal for a more fundamental reason,” said Scott
Peters, chairman of the Board of Port
Commissioners. “The Port of San Diego operates
on the people’s property. And the people – all
of us – should be able to access it and to
enjoy it.”

Chula Vista Named Among Top
U.S. Digital Cities

Congratulations to the City of Chula Vista,
which has been selected as one of the top-
ranked digital city governments, according to
the 10th Anniversary Digital Cities Survey. 

Compiled by e.Republic’s Center for Digital
Government and Digital Communities Program,
the City of Chula Vista ranked 8th in cities with
a population of 125,000 to 249,000. The survey
was open to all U.S. cities with a population of
30,000 or more, and sought information on how
cities bring information and communication
technology to their city.

“Cities that are investing in technology are
capturing cost savings that are critical to
continuity of operations and their ability to meet
higher demand for services,” said Todd Sander,
director of Digital Communities. “The highest-
ranking cities in the survey showed great strides
in consolidating, enabling shared services,
government transparency and communications
interoperability. We applaud these innovators as
they work in the spirit of collaboration to
provide extraordinary value to constituents
despite budget setbacks.”

Chula Vista earned the ranking by utilizing
various methods of technology to inform the
community. Some services include patrol cars
linked to a mounted License Plate Reader
system, which helps locate stolen or crime-
involved vehicles; an updated online service for
residents including the “Request for Service”
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PORT DISTRICT

ADA improvements by the Unified Port
of San Diego include more accessible
picnic tables in Coronado Tidelands
Park.

CHULA VISTA

IMPERIAL BEACH

Redevelopment of the shopping center
will include the reconfiguration and
reconstruction of the 7th/Palm
Avenue/State Route 75 intersection.

Photo: Unified Port of San Diego 

12100 SCEDC Newsletter 21  1/19/12  10:22 AM  Page 4



PAGE 5

Holiday Gathering (continued from Page 1)
sense a small earthquake from more than 30
miles away, he said. American alligator
blood can successfully destroy 23 strains of
bacteria, including strains known to be
resistant to antibiotics such as HIV and the
herpes virus.

“Biomimicry has the potential to lead to
disruptive change,” Prange said. “It is a
positive, game-changing concept where the
economy and the environment are moving
more toward harmony.”

With biomimetic innovation progressing,
many San Diego businesses have already
begun to incorporate biomimicry into their
products. Dena Emmerson, a Zoo
biomimicry research assistant, used
Qualcomm as an example of one company
that has developed an e-reader presentation
screen modeled after the microstructure of
a butterfly’s wings. Its design generates
color without the use of pigment and offers
low power consumption and superb
viewing quality in a wide range of
environmental conditions, including
bright sunlight. 

Globally, Emmerson explained how an
architect in Zimbabwe collaborated with
engineers to design a building with termite-
inspired air conditioning. The building is
modeled after learning that the
macrotermitinae termite can maintain the

temperature inside their mounds within
one degree. This design saved 3.5 million in
air conditioning costs in its first five years.

“As we move forward toward the future,
the technology that allows us to explore the
microscopic world increases,” concluded
Emmerson. 

Prange emphasized that this natural
capitalism will lead to more efficient
products and processes. By using nature,
researchers are building from the molecule
up, meaning there is no waste and they will
completely utilize green chemistry.

“Based on a study by Point Loma
Nazarene University, the local economic
impact can be as big as $325 million by
2025,” he said. 

San Diego Zoo Global seeks to become a
leader in the biomimicry movement by
collaborating with local, national and global
organizations, Prange said. In San Diego,
the Zoo has created the Biomimicry
BRIDGE, Biomimicry Business, Research,
Innovation, Design, Governance and
Education, a multi-pronged organization
comprised of representatives from San
Diego Zoo Global, the City of San Diego,
Point Loma Nazarene University, San Diego
State University, University of California San
Diego, University of San Diego and
CONNECT. It serves to guide biomimetic
development and to create a more efficient
and sustainable world. 

application to report potholes, graffiti, and
street light problems; a WiFi service added to
recreation and library facilities, and the
identification and notification of Chula Vista
residences with swimming pools to launch a
pool safety campaign.

County Partners with Chula Vista,
Businesses to Create “Green”
Jobs By Supervisor Greg Cox

The home on Fig Avenue in Chula Vista
looks like many others in the neighborhood. But
it is from this brightly painted house that the
County of San Diego is partnering with the City
of Chula Vista and leading community
organizations on an innovative program to
create “green” jobs and promote energy
efficiency.

Energy Upgrade San Diego is a
comprehensive regional program that provides
valuable job training to unemployed and
underemployed construction workers by putting
them on projects retrofitting homes and
apartments. The goal is to create a sustainable
market for energy efficiency retrofits that will
reduce energy consumption, while also creating
jobs to stimulate our struggling economy.

The program got its start 2010 when the
County of San Diego received a $3 million grant
from the California Energy Commission. With
the grant, the County partnered with local
institutions, contractors, agencies and non-profit
groups to roll out the program. We have worked
with the California Center for Sustainable
Energy, San Diego Gas and Electric and the City
of Chula Vista, among others, on
the program.

So far, more than two dozen residents from
around the region, including South County,
have taken classroom and hands-on training,
learning such tasks as installing duct systems
and insulation. Local contractors provided
internships – paid by the grant -- to the students
and some students received jobs after the
program.

In Chula Vista, some of the students worked
on the house on Fig Avenue, installing an energy
efficient heating system and water heater, and
sealing and insulating the house to improve its
climate control.

The house, at 590 Fig Avenue, will be
opened for public tours this year as an energy
showcase home. It will eventually be sold by the

“Based on a study by Point
Loma Nazarene University, the
local economic impact can be as
big as $325 million by 2025.” 

– John Prange

COUNT Y

“We encourage others to join

in this new discovery. South

County companies have the

capability to help transform

Southern California into a

bustling center of high-tech,

biotechnology and green industry

that employs the local populace.”
– John Prange

City to a low-income family.
Meanwhile, Energy Upgrade San Diego will

organize more training programs and energy
retrofit projects this year. 

In these difficult economic times, Energy
Upgrade San Diego is another example of how
the County is working with public and private
partners to create jobs in our region.
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San Diego County
Commercial Activity
Looking Brighter with an
Increase in Building Activity

According to the Construction Industry
Research Board, building activity went down
50.6 percent from September to October this
year, but is up 55.2 percent from October
2010, which is a healthy increase from
past years.

Building permits for 208 housing units
were issued in October. The October decline
is likely to stem from fewer apartments
authorized as the number decreased from 334
in September to 82 in October. The
apartment category has been unpredictable
this year as major projects get approved some
months and few get approval in other
months. However, single-family homes rose
from 87 in September to 126 in October. 

For the year to date, 4,280 units have been
approved, which is a 47.6 percent increase for
the same period last year which had 2,900
units. In nonresidential permit activity, permit
valuation was $94.6 million in October, up
39.6 percent from $67.8 million in September
and up 47.5 percent from $47.5 million in
October 2010.

Statewide activity has increased as well for
both residential and nonresidential permit
activity. According to the research board, year-
to-date permits were up 7.3 percent from the
same period last year for residential permit
valuation and up 14.9 percent for
nonresidential permit valuation.

The Research Board also reported an
increase in public building valuations for San
Diego County, noting that they are 24 percent

ahead of the 2010 levels with a total of
$597.5 million. Statewide, the figure was
$5.2 billion, down 17.5 percent year-over-
year.

San Diego’s total was $491 million for
heavy construction which is down 48.7
percent from $219.4 million for the same
period last year. The total was $9.5 billion
statewide, up 17.4 percent from $8.1 billion
last year.

Looking ahead, the Research Board
predicts 2011’s housing permit total to be at
46,000 units, up 2.8 percent from 2010, and
increasing to 59,000 units by 2012.
Although these figures are an increase from
last year, if the projected totals hold up
through 2012, the period from 2008 to
2012 will be the slowest housing
production total since records started being
kept in the early 1950s.

While the bayfront moves ahead, the
other port cities will continue to develop
and expand their projects as well. Imperial
Beach will see the largest hotel in their city
constructed, the Seacoast Inn Hotel, and
National City will continue to see visitors
and residents alike enjoy their beautiful
marina and facilities. All of this bodes well
for our recovering tourism industry—in fact,
the San Diego Convention and Visitors
Bureau noted that 2011 saw the highest
visitor levels since 2008, so the best is yet
to come!

Like many of you, I look forward to what
2012 will bring. PricewaterhouseCoopers
has named the San Diego region one of the
Top 10 “Markets to Watch” in 2012 stating
that our economic outlook is brighter than
those of similar metro areas throughout the
western United States. We’ve never lost sight
of what our communities have to offer and
thanks to the continued hard work of the
SCEDC Board of Directors, staff and
community partners, 2012 is offering much
to look forward to. Best wishes for a
healthy, happy and prosperous New Year!

President’s Message (continued from Page 2)

South County EDC has joined
Twitter and Facebook.
If you are a member,

prospective member or live in
the South County region, we

encourage you to follow us on our
social pages to keep up-to-date
on news and events happening

throughout the South Bay.

Facebook Page:
South County EDC or

www.facebook.com/SouthCountyEDC

Twitter Handle: @SouthCountyEDC 

Find, Follow
and Like Us

on Our Social
Networks!

“For the year to date, 4,280

units have been approved, which

is a 47.6 percent increase for the

same period last year which had

2,900 units.”

Chicano Federation
Gordon Carrier Arch
Crown Cove Aquatic

Moser Drew Architects
Border View YMCA

Echo Pacific
Girl Scouts

Family Health Centers
Veba

Southern Caregivers Resource
Northwestern Mutual

Financial Services
Feeding America
Hensel Phelps
Balfour Beatty

Mission Federal Credit Union
Dudek Engineering

Los Arcos Restaurant
Village Cremation
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SCEDC Accomplishments
Keep South County on
Path to Prosperity

It was a significant year of achievement
for South County Economic Development
Council as the nonprofit organization
focused more on educating the region’s
business and governmental leaders about
economic issues that relate to the
South County. 

The year started off on a high note when
the regional advocate concluded a year-long
border pedestrian crossing survey that was
aimed at understanding the nexus between
the binational economies and uncovering
actions needed to alleviate the pedestrian
wait at the San Ysidro Port of Entry.

Data revealed that pedestrian wait times
reached more than two hours during peak
periods, with the largest number of
respondents indicating shopping, followed
by work, as their reason for crossing the
border. A disturbing trend showed an
increase in the number of respondents who
believe the SENTRI program to be
unnecessary and that a SENTRI card would

not shorten wait times.
“People back in Washington D.C. and

Mexico City needed to realize that the San
Ysido Port of Entry is an economic engine
and a gateway for commerce,” said Cindy
Gompper-Graves, CEO of SCEDC. “It was a
call to action for both governments to
allocate sufficient resources needed to
lessen the border wait.”

With the border serving as a vital link for
tourism and business, SCEDC took a more
proactive measure to publicize the regions
areas of interest and provide more financial
opportunities for business development. 

In April, SCEDC’s tourism task force
secured a contract with San Diego
Convention and Visitors Bureau to create a
new South Bay landing page on the ConVis
Website. The committee also developed and
distributed two tourism brochures to local
tourist destinations and provided a series of
media bus tours, which led to greater
coverage of South County.  

SCEDC then launched a business
outreach initiative in the cities of Chula
Vista, Imperial Beach and National City to
identify businesses that were hiring and

laying off. This effort was underwritten by
the San Diego Workforce Partnership.
SCEDC also provided information on loans,
incentives and other programs to more than
400 businesses and assisted more than 20
companies with moving or relocating into
the region.

“We worked also with companies to
relocate or expand operations in South
County,” said Gompper-Graves. “These
additions will increase employment
opportunities and bring more money into
the economy.” 

Along with these initiatives, SCEDC was
instrumental in hosting several public
forums throughout the year that were
designed to inform its constituents about
redevelopment plans and updates
surrounding the Cross Border Facility
project. 

South County EDC continues its mission
to educate the business community and
encourage economic development as it adds
these successes to its growing list of
accomplishments. 

Thank you to all the CEOs,
CFOs, tax preparers and
accountants who attended the
Enterprise Zone forum on Dec.
9, which was hosted by South
County EDC and included
presentations by the State
Franchise Tax Board and IRS
officials. More than 90 attendees
received an in-depth training of

South County EDC Hosts EZ Forum

From left, Efrain Ibarra of SCEDC
and City of San Diego Community
Development Coordinator Lydia
Moreno discuss free job referral
services, development permit
expediting and assistance, tax
savings on loans and much more at
this year’s EZ forum.

Save the Date
22nd Annual Economic Summit

Friday, Sept. 21, 2012
San Diego Convention Center

8 a.m.

The date is set! Join the South County
EDC and more than 400 business and
community leaders as well as public

officials for this premier business event
in September. Sponsorships are now

available. The Summit offers a myriad
of sponsor opportunities to highlight
your business, draw attention to your
services and increase your networking

all while supporting South County
EDC. Don’t pass up this amazing

opportunity!

Sponsorships Are Available
For more information, contact

Cindy Gompper-Graves at
Cindy@SouthCountyEDC.com

new and upcoming changes to
the Enterprise Zone and the
tax code.
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A group of San Diego representatives
met in December with the U.S. Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Commerce, Matt
Erskine, and Economic Development
Administration representatives Wil
Marshall and Len Smith, at a SCEDC-
sponsored meeting to discuss the
maritime industry including desalination
and aquaculture having potential
economic opportunities in San Diego.

The representatives from San Diego
were comprised of Jo-Marie Diamond of

East County EDC; Meredith Dowling, vice
president of business development, San
Diego Regional EDC; Cindy Gompper-
Graves of South County EDC; Michael
Jones, president of The Maritime Alliance,
and Bill Riedy, executive director of The
Maritime Alliance.

Together, they focused on the creation
of “blue jobs” or maritime-related jobs,
and exploring the ocean as a region that
offers numerous opportunities for
research and product development.

South County EDC Discusses Maritime Technology Opportunities in San Diego

From left, Wil Marshall, Economic Development Administration; Michael Jones, The Maritime Alliance; Len Smith, Economic
Development Administration; Matt Erskine, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce; Cindy Gompper-Graves, South County EDC;
Bill Riedy, The Maritime Alliance; Jo-Marie Diamond, East County EDC, and Meredith Dowling, San Diego EDC.

Working Committees
of the SCEDC

For more information or to join any
committee, contact:
South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143 fax 619-424-5738
Cindy@southcountyedc.com
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