
Although it sits only 30 miles south of
downtown San Diego, the city of Tijuana
has been undergoing some major
industrial developments in the past year,
of which many people in our region are
unaware. South County EDC’s annual

board of directors meeting February 7
sought to educate its membership about
the major improvements underway that
are aimed at increasing the economic
opportunities along the border. 

A presentation was given by Tijuana
DEITAC Chairman David
Mayagoitia and Executive
Director Flavio Olivieri.
Mayagoitia began by giving a
brief recap of some of the
recent industrial
accomplishments in Tijuana.
He said that the city has so far
invested more than $1 billion
in the development of various
sectors including
manufacturing, housing and
infrastructure, and trade and
tourism. This has resulted in
the creation of more than
14,000 new jobs for citizens
and cross-border workers.

In addition, more than 15 new
companies have moved to the region
including Siliken, Barry Avenue Plating
Company, Inc. and Ryerson, and 24
companies have expanded in the area
including industry giants Samsung, Avery
Dennison, Mattel, Kyocera and Diamond
Electronics. 

“Tijuana seeks to become a major
facilitator of innovation and high-tech
investment,” said Mayagoitia. “By
integrating new infrastructure, incentives
and technical support programs, we hope
to encourage more investment in the
border region.”

Olivieri said that the future vision of
Tijuana will continue to brighten as the
city continues to focus more on
implementing its five-year strategic plan.
The plan is based on five core elements:
organizational promotion, creating new
entrepreneurial opportunities from joint
ventures, incubating manufacturing
projects and fostering organizational
sustainability. 
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Once the plaza construction is complete, the 11-story
building will accommodate 35,000 people, contain a
three-level parking structure for 2,700 vehicles and
boast a 28,000-square-foot main stage. 

Last year $1.1
billion was invested
into Tijuana’s
growth and 14,000
new positions were
created. 



New Roads Lead to More Jobs
and Businesses
–  By Supervisor Greg Cox

Sometimes the best way to attract
businesses, stimulate the economy and create
new jobs is by investing in infrastructure.

The County of San Diego does just that,
whether it be by replacing the outdated County
Operations Center or building a new flood
control channel in Bonita so that nearby homes
and businesses aren’t flooded during heavy
rains, the County of San Diego knows that
investing in infrastructure leads to greater
things. In fact, investment in infrastructure is
encouraged at every level of government.

That’s why the recent completion of the
State Route 905/Interstate 805 interchange in
Otay Mesa was so important. The County of San
Diego has been working with state officials and
local community leaders on the construction of
State Route 905 for many years, walking the
hallways of the state capitol in Sacramento and
working with Caltrans officials. It may have
taken a while but, last month, officials from
Caltrans, the San Diego Association of
Governments and regional leaders held a
ceremony to mark a milestone moment in State
Route 905’s history. 

The completion of the $20 million project
will help move goods and services through
California’s busiest commercial border crossing
at the Otay Mesa Port of Entry more efficiently. 

This is the second phase of a larger $611
million project to move traffic faster and with
less smog. The overall project will add eight
miles of a new six-lane freeway from the Otay
Mesa Port of Entry to I-805, which will help

move the anticipated four million trucks
between California and Mexico that are
projected by 2020. Those trucks mean business.
In 2010, approximately 1.4 million truck
crossings moved $36 billion in goods across the
border at Otay Mesa.

The project was funded entirely by the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009. California has obligated nearly $2.6 billion
in recovery  act  funding  to  nearly  1,000
highway,  local  street and job training
transportation  projects  statewide. 

Investing in infrastructure is critical to keep
the region’s economy on the rebound. State
Route 905 will be a boon for the region’s cross-
border economy and future job growth. 

Pilot Pedestrian Ready Lane
Opens at Otay Mesa Port of Entry 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officials
have opened a pilot pedestrian Ready Lane at
the Otay Mesa Port of Entry in an effort to
decrease wait times for those crossing the
border on foot. 

The new Ready Lane is similar to the existing
vehicle Ready Lanes and allows any traveler with
an approved document that has Radio
Frequency Identification technology to use the
lane for a quicker border crossing. These lanes
have proven effective at improving throughput
by 20 to 25 percent at the San Ysidro and Otay
Mesa crossings, which translates into shorter
overall crossing times.

“This new lane will allow us to test the best
ways to leverage existing technology to shorten
processing times for travelers crossing the
border on foot,” said Chris Maston, director of
field operations in San Diego. “At CBP, we are

committed to continuing to find ways to make
our border safer and more efficient.”

In addition to this development, CBP has
installed three new kiosks at the Otay Mesa
border crossing for the pedestrian Ready Lane.
CBP officers need real-time access to a traveler’s
information in order to make a rapid and
thorough decision concerning admission. 

With this system in place, CBP officers are
able to focus on each traveling individual
because they have access to the information in
advance via the kiosks. For pedestrians, the
kiosks will drastically decrease the amount of
time spent in line for travelers who are waiting
to cross. 

National City Launches Tourism
Marketing District

In January, the National City Tourism and
Marketing District was unanimously approved by
city council and by a majority vote of hoteliers.
It will follow the model of Tourism Business
Improvement Districts, but will utilize the
efficiencies of a private sector operation in the
market-based promotion of local and regional
tourism. 

The National City Tourism and Marketing
District is not a marketing entity but, rather, a
funding conduit for the development and
implementation of effective marketing programs
and services that benefit the lodging businesses
within the district. 

The National City Chamber of Commerce
will be responsible for the allocation and
distribution of the available revenue and will
work with qualified third-party vendors to
supply marketing programs and services.
Tourism Marketing District funds will be used to
promote National City as a tourism destination
and to fund projects, programs and activities
that specifically benefit the hotels within the
district. 

The sales and marketing program will
promote the city as an overnight tourist and
meeting destination. Marketing initiatives will be
designed to enhance the image of lodging
businesses and promote the city as a place
to visit.

Promotional efforts will include using
Internet marketing tools to increase awareness
and optimize its online presence as well as
using print ads in magazines and newspapers to
target potential visitors. Other marketing ideas

As winter comes to an end, it means busy times and new
beginnings in the spring for South County Economic Development
Council. Over the past two months, SCEDC has made some amazing
developments and I am so proud of the progress we continue to
make. 

In an announcement made just last month, the City of San Diego
Planning Commission approved the Cross Border Terminal Project
and the project moved to City Council for final approval. We are
proud to announce that City Council has approved the project and
we couldn’t be more excited. I want to thank the more than 100
SCEDC members and partners who signed letters at the January
board meeting in support of this project because none of it would
have been possible without all of you.

The new Cross Border Terminal will give San Diegans more
traveling options, as they will be able to fly out of Tijuana’s
Rodriguez International Airport without driving across the border.
Rodriguez International Airport offers direct flights to 20 Mexican
cities, eight of which are not available from Lindbergh Field. Flights
are expected to be cheaper from Rodriquez and traffic on the U.S.

Mexico Launches Strategic
Economic Zone for Baja
California Region

Mexican President Felipe Calderón has
launched a Strategic Economic Zone in the
Baja region in an effort to eliminate import
duties on 200 products. The action was
signed in Tijuana on February 3 and is
aimed at increasing the competitiveness of
the Baja California region, increasing
business opportunities in the surrounding
areas and boosting the economy.

“This will allow Mexican businesses to
offer imported products at much more
attractive prices,” said Calderón during an
outdoor ceremony at the San Ysidro border
crossing. “This way we will fortify economic
activity and generate more jobs for our
people.” 

The Strategic Economic Zone was signed
after years of discussion between the state’s
business and political leaders. The
measures of the agreement were outlined in
the Decree for the Competitivity and the
Reduction of Tariffs of the Border Economic
Zone, which was signed by Calderón before

the state’s top political and business leaders
including Gov. José Guadalupe Osuna
Millán and Tijuana Mayor Carlos
Bustamante. This plan comes one month
after the Mexican federal government cut
high tariffs on 204 Chinese products.

While lifting tariffs and import duties is
likely to encourage more Baja California
residents to shop in Mexico, analysts
predict that it is not likely to eliminate
cross-border commerce by any means.
Proponents believe that this initiative will
help boost the economy and increase
business opportunities in South County and
on the other side of the border.

The Baja duty-free zone is the first step
in a plan to turn the peninsula into a
Strategic Economic Zone and increase the
region’s competitive strength. Future steps
for the two states on the Baja California
peninsula include federal and state funds
for businesses that bring new technologies
to the area, as well as tax breaks for key
sectors like aerospace, biotech and
technological innovation. 

By Christine Moore of AT&T
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side will be greatly reduced as well. 
As some of you may know, the South

County EDC applied for a state grant in
February, which could award up to $300,000
for design work to improve Palm Avenue from
Interstate 5 west to Imperial Beach city limits.
I am pleased to announce that the application
was one of two approved by the city of San
Diego for submission to Caltrans. This is
wonderful news as the proposed changes
would encourage investment, promote economic development and
create a cohesive identity with improved bike lanes, street medians
and more trees. 

In other recent news, the Unified Port of San Diego has agreed to
seek the highest and best use for Pond 20, the 95-acre plot of
undeveloped land next to westbound State Route 75. SCEDC has
supported this movement for years, as it will allow us to explore and
create economic opportunity in that area. 

COUNT Y

(continued on page 4)

NATIONAL CIT Y

Results from this pilot as well as one in
El Paso, Texas, will help CBP determine
if the system merits widespread and
national usage.

SAN DIEGO

“This way we will
fortify economic

activity and generate
more jobs for

our people.” 
– Felipe Calderon,

President,
Mexico

(continued on page 5)

Elected officials, and business and
community leaders gathered to
celebrate the completion of the
State Route 905/Interstate 805
Interchange Project.



will include preparing brochures, fliers and
maps, attending professional industry confer-
ences and events, and meeting with business
owners to coordinate tourism promotion efforts.

Seacoast Inn Construction on
Schedule for September
Completion

Construction of the new Seacoast Inn
continues to move forward despite
redevelopment challenges. Recent
improvements include new steel frames being
erected on the third and fourth floors. The
fourth floor, which will serve as a roof deck, will
boast panoramic views of the beach from
approximately 40 feet up.

Both the ground floor and second story steel
framing is complete along with a second round
of podium deck concrete pours and the floor of
the underground parking garage. The first
round of concrete pours was a much bigger job
because it involved pouring more than 4,000
cubic yards of concrete into the hotel’s
foundation and required approximately 400
concrete trucks.

Construction is currently on schedule and
the project is slated for completion in
September.  

Residential Construction Growing
in Chula Vista for the First Time
in Five Years

San Diego County’s second largest city is
experiencing a rebound in residential building
growth for the first time in five years. Dozens of

townhouses and homes are currently under
construction on the eastern side of Chula Vista.
This is a promising sign of growth that the
South Bay city hasn’t seen since 2005, when it
was named one of the fastest-growing cities in
the United States. 

In 2005, Chula Vista issued 1,654 residential
building permits. Four years later that number
dropped to only 275. This decrease in
residential building permits created a shortage
of property taxes and development fees, which
caused the city to slash more than $40 million
from its budget. However, last year the city of
Chula Vista issued 685 residential building
permits, which is more than twice as many as
2009. Reports suggest the number of permits
issued is increasing at a modest and steady rate
demonstrating stability and growth over time. 

“It's a steady increase," said Chula Vista
Mayor Cheryl Cox.  “It's not in the 2,000s and
3,000s, but I think the future building of Chula
Vista will be slower.” 

Cox cited the community atmosphere and
the amenities offered to families as the main
reason for residential building growth. Chula
Vista still has room to build approximately
30,000 more homes; developers have been busy
making plans for the remainder of this year,
according to Cox.

Hotel del Coronado Announces
$8 Million Renovation

The historic Hotel del Coronado has
announced a dramatic multi-million dollar
renovation of its guestrooms located in the
original 124-year-old Victorian building.  A total
of 368 guestrooms will be updated and they will

feature sleek new contemporary furnishings that
define modern luxury. 

The recreated guestrooms will reflect the
sophisticated elegance of the rest of the hotel,
but the design will reference the historical
relevance of the property with Victorian-era
motifs subtly used in fabrics, textures and
geometric forms.

The renovation, which will be completed at
the end of this month, will combine state-of-the-
art amenities and technology with the classic
beauty and charm for which the resort is known.

Rooms in the Victorian building were last
updated in 2005. Many of the new guestrooms
will include scenic views of the Pacific Ocean,
Glorietta Bay and Coronado Island. 

Dole Appears Close to Staying at
the Port for 25 Years as Deal
Becomes Finalized 

Dole Food Company is preparing to renew
its lease with the Unified Port of San Diego,
according to officials from both entities. Dole
has been the largest of the 600 tenants at the
Port’s busiest terminal since 2002, and it plans
to stay for another 25 years.

In February, spokesmen for Dole and the
San Diego Unified Port District said that the 
company has formally notified the Port of its
intent to remain in San Diego. Both parties are
finalizing the terms of a new lease.

Dole was eligible to break its 20-year lease
this year and there were talks about a move to
the Port of Hueneme, Ventura County, but Dole
spokesman Marty Ordman said the company’s
sole focus now is San Diego.

“The San Diego location seems to be the
best fit for the company’s needs,” said Bil
Goldfield, communications manager for Dole

PAGE 4 PAGE 5

(continued from page 3) Tijuana (continued from Page 1)
Tijuana EDC hopes to raise awareness of

the city on domestic and international
levels, emphasizing the opportunities and
resources available in terms of location,
environment and human capital.

Olivieri said construction projects
currently under way include more
sophisticated housing and a new civic plaza
in central city, a new Business Innovation
and Technology Center that will house more
than 300 software companies, and a
convention center in Rosarito, which is set
to open in March of next year and will
boost local businesses and the economy by
providing opportunities for hotels and retail
stores.

Residential community building plans
are also being developed in Los Nogales
and Via Las Palmas, he added. The Via Las
Palmas location will be a master-planned

PORT DISTRICT

The steel framing has been erected from
the fourth story of the hotel, boasting an
amazing view from the future roof deck
from 40 feet up.

community.
“It is essential to continue to increase

the global flow of information regarding the
opportunities and resources that the
Tijuana metropolitan region has to offer, as
well as business expansion news in the
industrial sector,” said Olivieri. “By moving
beyond preconceptions that many now have
and focusing on facts, substantive
discussions and information, our team at
Tijuana EDC will ensure the long-term
economic goals, international visibility, and
accurate, effective regional promotion for
our great city.”

To better publicize the region, he said
that Tijuana is looking to participate at six
international events, including the
Farnborough Airshow, to boost its presence
around the world as a leader in the
aerospace industry. Locally, the city will
play host to more than 80 business
development trips and 12 familiarization
trips.

An innovation investment committee has
also started work on many new projects this
year including the development of a digital
animation studio, flower transport methods,
wildfire suppression and an online
education platform. Other projects under
development will include low-cost housing
décor, recreational drones and low-energy
wide-range wireless sensors. 

Additionally, regional partnerships have
been made to boost supply chain
opportunities. Billions of dollars have been
invested in imports on medical devices,
electronics, aerospace engineering and the
automotive industry.

Dole Food Company is the biggest
tenant at the 10th Avenue Marine
Terminal holding 50,000 refrigerated
containers of produce. 

CHULA VISTA

IMPERIAL BEACH

Hotel del Coronado’s renovation will
help the historic hotel maintain its rich
history and at the same time, allow it to
offer contemporary conveniences to
guests.

Food Company. 
The San Diego port is Dole’s sole entryway

into the U.S. market. Approximately 20 million
boxes of bananas and three million boxes of
pineapples are shipped via the 10th Avenue
Marine Terminal annually. Port officials said that
Dole produce accounted for about 82 percent of
the port’s cargo tonnage last year.

“I think we’re going to come to a good
outcome,” Port Chairman Lou Smith said. “Dole
is important because it is one of the main things
we do down at that terminal and they’re an
important focus, especially because they are the
port’s only container tenant.”

New communities are being built in
addition to public plazas, green
community housing areas, a library and
commercial buildings in close proximity
to the city’s central area.

Plans to Develop New Heritage
Driving Brochure Under Way

South County EDC and its member cities are currently working on creating a new
brochure aimed at encouraging tourists to visit historic points of interest

throughout the region by car. A project of South County EDC’s Tourism Task Force,
its vision is to be a poster-like pamphlet that begins with Coronado and ends in San
Ysidro. Included will be museums, historic houses and landmarks. It is expected to

be completed in April. This project is supported through grants from AT&T
and the Unified Port of San Diego.

CORONADO

I believe that the best is yet to come
regarding Pond 20 and I look forward to
the changes that will be made later this year.
I strongly believe that all of these
developments have been made because we
are able to pull together as a team and
demonstrate a unified presence. 

I encourage you to attend our events
and board meetings and make the most of
your SCEDC membership. I am honored to
serve as your board president and I look
forward to working on your behalf on all of
the great things happening this year.

SDIV Labor Council
Point Loma Nazarene
San Diego Foundation

Benefit Pro
Counter Point

Government Relations

President’s Message (continued from Page 2)
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Economic Development
Organizations Aim to
Improve Manufacturing
Sector in San Diego  

South County Economic Development
Council has launched a new program that
aims to identify and prioritize issues that
can lead to a more sustainable and
successful manufacturing sector in the
region. 

Called the Manufacturer Outreach
Program, it is a joint venture with San Diego
Workforce Partnership, San Diego North
EDC, East County EDC and San Diego
Regional Chamber of Commerce. These
partners have come together with the goal
of collecting statistical information from
regional business owners about their
company, including the industry served and
whether or not they are hiring, downsizing
or planning to relocate, and determining
what economic or regulatory roadblocks
exist that may be keeping them from
growing.

“The manufacturing industry is one of
the largest contributors to the national
economy, and over the past 10 years, the
country has lost 30 to 35 percent of its
factories,” said Cindy Gompper-Graves, CEO
of South County EDC. “Our purpose is to
reverse this trend and make sure the
manufacturing sector is alive and well in
San Diego.”

According to a study released by Cook
Associates Executive Search, 85 percent of
manufacturing executives believe certain
operations that previously moved off shore
could return to the United States, with 37
percent citing overseas costs as the major
factor. 

South County EDC and its partners will
look to transform company issues and
concerns into opportunities by better
connecting them to the public and private
resources needed to help them grow, retain
jobs and create new ones. 

The program will run through April, and
the data that is collected will be presented

to the representatives of each region’s
agencies in order to shape policies and
programs that will benefit business and
bolster San Diego’s business environment. 

“We want to make sure we are doing
everything possible to ensure each
company’s continued success and economic
growth in the area where they are situated,”
said Gompper-Graves.

New Walmart to Create
Hundreds of Jobs in
South Bay

Community leaders gathered for a press
conference in February to announce plans to
open a new Walmart store in San Diego along
Saturn Boulevard.  The news conference was
attended by Jerry Sanders, Mayor of San
Diego; Ruben Barrales, President and CEO of
the San Diego Regional Chamber of
Commerce; and Cindy Gompper-Graves, CEO
of the South County Economic Development
Council, among others.  

The Walmart will be located in a vacant
75,000-square-foot building that was once
home to a Mervyn's. Supporters of the plan
believe that the retail operation will create
jobs in the area and increase the community
economy.

Councilman David Alvarez, whose district
includes the neighborhood, also indicated
support for the new store development.

“I am pleased to see an anchor tenant
move into this building that has been vacant
for several years,” said Alvarez. “I believe
having a successful business here will assist in
economic rejuvenation of the community and
will help serve the residents’ retail needs.”

The new store, which will not be one of
the retail giant’s supercenters, will be located
east of Imperial Beach, but west of
Interstate 5. 

Steve Restivo, senior director of
community affairs for Walmart, said the
store will provide South San Diego
residents with jobs and offer more retail
options close to their homes.

“The opportunity to revive a vacant retail
property is in line with our sustainability
goals and will help deliver an added
economic boost to the area,” he said.

Walmart has already obtained the
necessary permits to move into the vacated
building and an expected grand opening
will take place later this year.

Palm Avenue/State Route
75 Development Grant
Moves to CalTrans

The city of San Diego has agreed to
forward SCEDC’s grant application for the
enhancement of Palm Avenue to Caltrans.
This is a major accomplishment for the
council and South County as the grant
could award up to $300,000 for new
projects and developments to improve Palm
Avenue from Interstate 5 west to Imperial
Beach city limits.

The grant application was submitted to
the City of San Diego Planning Division first
for approval, but it is classified as a CalTrans
Community-Based Transportation Planning
grant since Palm Avenue is also a highway. 

“Palm Avenue is a gateway to South
County beaches,” said Cindy Gompper-
Graves, CEO of South County EDC. “And if
it is the gateway to South County beaches,
let's treat it as such.”

The grant application states that Palm
Avenue outside Imperial Beach and west of
Interstate 5 lacks identity and cohesion. If
the application is accepted, a plan would be
created on Palm Avenue to increase foot
traffic and give it a Main Street feel in order
to spur economic growth.

Palm Avenue is currently filled with fast-
moving cars and heavy construction that
make it unfriendly to pedestrian traffic and
economic growth. If approved, the Palm
Avenue Revitalization project would seek to
“provide a blueprint for transformation of

Save the Date
22nd Annual Economic Summit

Friday, Sept. 21, 2012
San Diego Convention Center

8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The date is set! Join the South County
EDC and more than 400 business and
community leaders as well as public

officials for this premier business event
in September. Sponsorships are now

available. The Summit offers a myriad
of sponsor opportunities to highlight
your business, draw attention to your
services and increase your networking

all while supporting South County
EDC. Don’t pass up on this amazing

opportunity!

For more information, contact
the South County EDC at

Cindy@SouthCountyEDC.com

Palm Avenue from a six-lane highway into a
vibrant mixed-use corridor that encourages
investment, promotes economic
development and provides vehicle,
pedestrian, and bicyclist-friendly
transportation in a more livable and
sustainable manner.”

“At the end of the day, we’re infusing a
lot of money all over the county and we
need to do that in places that really need it
like this part of Palm Avenue,” Gompper-
Graves said. “There are some great things
going on the west side of Palm Avenue and
we need to carry that back through to I-5.
This will give us an opportunity to do that.”

Over the past decade the city of Imperial
Beach has made several improvements to
the section of Palm Avenue that falls within
city limits. Referred to as Old Palm Avenue,
this stretch has undergone roadway
enhancements to improve both pedestrian
and vehicle traffic, median landscaping,
installation of public art and the addition of
an outdoor surfboard museum.  The new
suggested improvements would help elevate
the un-renovated section of highway to
better match its western improved
counterpart.

From left: San Diego Mayor Jerry
Sanders; Jim Peevey of Grant
Contractors; Ruben Barrales of San
Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce;
Aaron Rios and Craig Abbott of
Walmart; Cindy Gompper-Graves of
South County EDC; and Erica Johnson of
South Bay Community Services.

Have a public event coming up? We are
encouraging all members to go to the South Bay
landing page to add their event to its calendar

on the ConVis website (SanDiego.org). Any
event that is open to the public – festivals, fairs,

concerts, sporting events, art exhibits – are
welcome.  Any member of ConVis with a login
can easily register their event by logging in to
the member portal. If you are not a member,

please send your event to Efrain Ibarra and he
will register it for you. Not only will this be a

great way to expand your event’s reach to
tourists and residents in San Diego County, it
will drive more traffic to the South Bay region.

Send event notices to
efrain@SouthCountyEDC.com 

Event Updates Needed for South Bay
Landing Page on SanDiego.org

Working Committees
of the SCEDC
TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd
IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree
MMaarrkkeettiinngg  aanndd  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp
WWoorrkkffoorrccee  aanndd  EEdduuccaattiioonn
LLooaann  &&  FFiinnaannccee  
PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy

For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:
South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143 fax 619-424-5738
Cindy@southcountyedc.com

“This is another great step
toward fostering economic

development in the South Bay.
South County has so much to
offer, and by enhancing this
area, it will encourage more

visitors and residents to
frequent our South County
beach, explore our outdoor
activities and support our

businesses.”
– Jerry Sanders

Mayor
City of San Diego
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California Coastal
Commission Tours Chula
Vista Bayfront

Although the Chula Vista Bayfront
Master Plan was not on the Coastal
Commission’s agenda during its meeting
this month, the agency took the time to
tour the proposed development area with
elected officials, business and government
leaders.

The goal of the tour was to familiarize
commissioners and staff with the site’s
geography, as the project moves to
consideration of approval in the coming
months. Once approved, the Unified Port
of San Diego will prepare and issue a
Request for Qualifications from
developers.

“The future of the Port of San Diego is
in the South Bay,” said Ann Moore, vice
chair of the Board of Port Commissioners,
who participated in the tour. “I want to
thank the California Coastal Commission
for taking the time to tour an area that

holds tremendous opportunity for the San
Diego region and the city of Chula Vista.”

The tour covered the 550-acre
waterfront property that will eventually
include a mix of hotel, conference,
commercial, residential, industrial, retail,
parkland, open space and recreational
uses. The project is anticipated to create
more than 2,200 permanent jobs, nearly
7,000 construction jobs and numerous
indirect jobs in Chula Vista and the San
Diego region.

Its promising economic impact on the

Chula Vista and the South County region
was noted by Chula Vista Mayor Cheryl
Cox following her comments to the
Coastal Commission during the public
comment period at the March 7 meeting.

“Given its scale, this project is the first
of its kind—balancing business investment
and environmental preservation,” said
Cox. “To me, it also means jobs and the
generation of $1.3 billion for the regional
economy over the next 20 years, including
more than $11.5 million in annual tax
revenues.”

The tour was a great opportunity to tout the benefits of the Chula Vista Bayfront
Master Plan, which the Port and the City of Chula Vista will present to the
Coastal Commission in the coming months for approval.


