
An undeveloped parcel of land near
Imperial Beach may be headed for a
makeover. Called Pond 20, the
nondescript 95-acre parcel is at the
eastern entrance to Imperial Beach at
1400 Palm Avenue, an area that many
consider to be the gateway to South
County's beaches.

Pond 20, which is under the Port of
San Diego's jurisdiction, is partly wetlands.
It falls within the city of San Diego, yet it
is included in the city of Imperial Beach's
redevelopment area.

The Port acquired the parcel in
October 1998 as part of the Western Salt
land acquisition. That purchase netted the
Port 836 acres, of which 722 were
transferred to the state of California as

offsite mitigation for the expansion of San
Diego International Airport. The 722 acres
were used to create the South San Diego
Bay National Wildlife Refuge and the
remaining acres were left to the Port for
future development. After the split of the
airport from the Port in 2003, the 95.13
acres of Pond 20 remained in the Port's
jurisdiction.

At the January 11 Board of Port
Commissioners meeting, the Board
directed staff to negotiate a Memorandum
of Understanding between the city of
Imperial Beach, the city of San Diego and
the Port to explore further development of
the area and for the three agencies to
work together to achieve this.

"Our city enthusiastically supports the

idea of a three-party MOU between San
Diego, the Port and Imperial Beach to
explore future uses for Pond 20," said Jim
Janney, mayor of Imperial Beach. "We
believe the site can be an enhanced
regional asset that benefits the Port, all
South Bay cities and the southern area of
San Diego."

Also speaking in favor of the MOU
were Cindy Gompper-Graves, chief
executive officer of the South County
Economic Development Council.

"This area needs an immediate solution
to its condition and the South County
Economic Development Council is ready
to help," she said. "We look forward to
working with the Port to create this
economic opportunity."

Vivian Moreno read a statement from
councilmember David Alvarez of District 8.
In the statement, Councilmember Alvarez
said that he would like to see some type
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The Port of San Diego will be developing Pond 20, located on the eastern edge of
Imperial Beach, making it a vital resource for all South Bay cities as well as the
southern area of San Diego.
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I have been very pleased and impressed with the South County
Economic Development Council’s ability to arrange or participate in
very interesting, timely and informative events that are relevant to
achieving economic prosperity in our region.  Often our EDC teams
collaborate with other organizations to co-sponsor events.  For
example, in December and January, we joined forces with the
Women’s Transportation Forum for several events.

The first event featured transportation officials including the
Caltrans District 11 Director Laurie Berman.  That kept our
organization on the leading edge with what is happening in
transportation planning for the region.  It also provided us the
opportunity for dialogue about what is critically important for South
County.  As always, we had strong representation from our elected
officials at the event.

The January event featured General Barry McCaffrey, a retired
four-star Army General who also served as drug czar during the
Clinton administration.  General McCaffrey presented a sharp
perspective of the law enforcement situation in Mexico and how the

Preliminary EIR Issued for
Otay Mesa East POE

Caltrans has prepared a conceptual
development plan, or a draft of an
Environmental Impact Report / Impact
Statement, that will serve to evaluate the
impact of the planned state Route 11 and
the Otay Mesa East Port of Entry.  The EIR
was released last November and the 660-
page report can be found on the CalTrans
Website. 

The EIR shows the proposed crossing
will occupy 106 acres and will
accommodate pedestrian and bicycle traffic
in both directions as well as cars and
trucks. The project also includes a 23-acre
California Highway Patrol inspection
station just east of the new entry port, to
ensure that trucks entering the country
comply with U.S. safety and environmental
guidelines.

The proposed SR 11 would be a $360
million toll road that would serve the
planned Otay Mesa East Port of Entry.  The
2.5-mile, four-lane state highway will

By Bill Clevenger, South County Economic Development Council

connect SR 125 and SR 905 in the United
States to the new POE along the U.S.-
Mexico border.  This crossing is expected
to dramatically ease the pressure on the
existing Otay Mesa POE, which handles 90
percent of the trucks crossing into the
country and has wait times of more than
six hours for commercial trucks.  In 2006,
according to Caltrans figures, the current
Otay Mesa crossing processed 1.4 million
trucks, carrying nearly $27 billion in goods
from Mexico. Officials expect that number
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United States government works well with the
government of Mexico on issues that affect
both countries.  He also acknowledged that
cross-border trade is very important to the
economy of our area, stating that the more we
can reduce wait times, the better for our
prosperity.  He indicated that is a primary
reason for enhancing security at the border. 

Another recent event involved a joint
meeting of our own Public Policy and
Transportation and Infrastructure committees.
This interesting meeting was open to members of the South County
EDC.  Marney Cox of SANDAG presented his views concerning the
current state of the local economy and where he sees it trending.
He provided insights into why certain areas thrive better than others.
He indicated that it is much more difficult to import an industry
cluster than it is to build on the strengths of what is prominent for
the region.  For example, South County sits in a great position along
the international border

A new Port of Entry at Otay Mesa East
would help alleviate congestion at the
current border crossings where wait
times can be up to three hours for cars.

to double by the year 2025.
In addition, the new freeway and port

will curb traffic congestion and reduce
frequent border wait times of up to three
hours for cars at Otay Mesa and San Ysidro
ports. It also will provide an efficient
connection south of the border to the
Tijuana-Rosarito corridor, with links to the
Tijuana-Tecate and the Tijuana-Ensenada
toll roads in Baja California.

It’s been 23 years since the last border
crossing opened between California and
Baja California, and during that time both
trade partners benefited from strong
economic growth.  The new border
crossing and connecting freeway will do
even more to promote the transportation
of vital goods and services across the
border, and help the two nations remain
competitive in the world market.

The project is expected to break
ground by 2013 and open for business by
2015, according to Caltrans.  Construction
would create approximately 8,134 new
jobs, generating an estimated $463,850 for
the local economy. 

(continued on page 5)

11113 SCEDC Newsletter 17  2/28/11  2:11 PM  Page 2



Looking Forward to a
Brighter, Prosperous 2011
– By Supervisor Greg Cox

A new year has arrived, and with it the hope
for more jobs, a stronger economy and better
days ahead.

At the county of San Diego, 2011 promises
to be an exciting year, particularly in the South
County. Here are just some of the things for
South County to look forward to in 2011:

Graffiti Abatement
This year, we are launching a comprehensive

new approach to fighting an old scourge –
graffiti. 

Graffiti is not just a public nuisance issue. It
depresses property values and scares off
businesses from investing in communities. This
new, regional program involves the use of GPS-
enabled cameras to take photos of graffiti and
have them analyzed and linked to taggers. That
information is stored in a database that law
enforcement investigators and prosecutors can
use to determine patterns or particular
geographic areas of that tagger.

The program has been used by the County
Sheriff ’s Department and several other cities in
the region with resounding success, resulting in
restitution awards to agencies and cost savings
to the public. This year, all the cities in the
region, along with public transit agencies, will
be using the system, allowing us to ratchet up
the pressure on graffiti vandals and make them
pay for the damages they have caused to
taxpayers and businesses.

Boosting Tourism
In Chula Vista, we will open the newly

expanded Sweetwater Summit Campground in
the spring. The new campground will include
an amphitheater, an aquatic playground, two
new playgrounds, three new restroom buildings
and 63 additional campsites, doubling the total
number of campsites there now. The
campground offers spectacular views of the
Sweetwater Reservoir, various habitats and
nearby trails. These improvements will help
boost ecotourism and staycations.

Chula VIsta Bayfront
On January 1, the South Bay Power Plant in

Chula Vista formally ceased operations. The old,

natural-gas fired facility has for many years been
an eyesore on the Chula Vista Bayfront.
Although there is much clean-up work to be
done, the closure of the plant will provide
South County with a tremendous opportunity to
revitalize the bayfront with both commercial
uses  and parks.

As you can see, there is much to look
forward to in 2011. If you need more reasons
for optimism, consider that total visitor volume
to the region has increased over 4% from July
2009 to July 2010, that the military continues to
be a stabilizing force in the regional economy
and that biotechnology and health services
continue to expand their presence in the
county.

So, here’s to a new year!

Costco coming to Otay Mesa;
Expanding in National City 

Costco will be opening a 300,000-square
foot packaging facility at 2222 Enrico Fermi Dr.
to service their retail stores in the Western US;
Western Canada, Mexico and Hawaii. More than
250 jobs will be moved to Otay Mesa from the
existing National City facility. National City will
gain several hundred jobs in Costco’s optical
manufacturing facility, which will expand in the
facility it currently shares with the packaging
division.

Port of San Diego and Pasha
Automotive Announce 30-Year
Agreement

Partners in transportation since 1990, the
Port of San Diego and Pasha Automotive Services
recently announced a 30-year Terminal
Operating Agreement for Pasha at the National
City Marine Terminal that was unanimously
approved by the Board of Port Commissioners. 

Pasha has committed to an investment of
over $10 million in improvements over the life
of the agreement, including the improvement of
the 5.71-acre tank farm property adjacent to
Quay Street, as well as the assumption of
additional utility and maintenance costs. The
continuation and expanded capacity of Pasha's
operation will promote the Port's maritime
industries to stimulate regional economic
vitality, and enhance and sustain a dynamic and
diverse waterfront.

Benefits to the Port include a minimum
annual guarantee of revenue from the number
of vehicles imported each year. The minimum
annual guarantee is approximately $5.2 million
during the first year of the new agreement, and
increasing to $5.9 million from years five
through nine. Additionally, Pasha will pay
dockage, wharfage, and space occupancy
charges, assume utility costs after 2011, and
assume pavement maintenance on the terminal.

Pasha's new agreement with the Port will
also bring new cargo opportunities for the
National City Marine Terminal. Besides its
automobile imports and transportation services,
Pasha may pursue general cargo, as approved by
the Port District.

"We are pleased to be doing business with
Pasha for at least another 30 years," said Robert
"Dukie" Valderrama, Chairman of the Board of
Port Commissioners. "They have been a superior
tenant to us and have brought in millions in
revenue, which is ultimately pumped back into
capital improvement projects in National City
and the other member cities."

The new agreement offers long-term stability
to existing and prospective clients of Pasha
Automotive Services at the Port.

John Pasha, Pasha Automotive Services Vice
President, comments, "In 20 years this
partnership with the Port and our community
has blossomed from 30 employees to several
hundred, from 30,000 vehicles to more than
400,000 in a single year. There is no other West
Coast solution like the National City Marine
Terminal which includes five berths, capacity for
180 railcars on site, proximity to local and
regional markets via truck or land bridge, a
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(continued on page 4)

NATIONAL CIT Y

The Port of San Diego has announced a
30-year Operating Agreement with
Pasha Automotive Services, bringing
new automobile imports, transportation
services and cargo opportunities to the
National City Marine Terminal.
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highly skilled and efficient workforce trained in
over 200 accessories on more than a dozen
brands and plenty of capacity to grow. Pasha is
excited to call the San Diego Bay home for
another 30 years!"

Pasha also benefits from its partnership
under the Port District's Environmental Fund
program. Grants allowed Pasha to acquire Mazda
Tribute HEC vehicles and replace older, less
fuel-efficient vehicles with 14 newer, more fuel-
efficient vehicles, which has reduced annual
carbon emissions by 100,000 pounds. A second
grant awarded for a complete lighting retrofit
replaced 1,399 fixtures, resulting in a reduction
of 930,000 pounds of carbon emissions.

Other Pasha entities are also doing their part
to keep the Port green. With matching funding
from the Port of up to $50,000 per replacement
truck, Pasha Distribution Services replaced
seven of its auto haulers with clean technology
vehicles that are "Certified Clean Idle." Pasha
Hawaii's vessel, the M/V Jean Anne has San
Diego as its home port, and was one of the first
vessels complying with a voluntary Vessel Speed
Reduction Program to further reduce emissions
in the Port area. Many environmental upgrades
have been made to the Jean Anne, including the
application of an Intersleek 900 coating
resulting in a considerable reduction in carbon
dioxide emissions. New fuel processing
equipment allows burning of marine diesel oil
when the vessel is within 24 miles of the
California coast.

New Coronado Tennis Project
Completed 

The city of Coronado is proud to announce
the completion of the Coronado Tennis Center
renovations this month. Contracted by The
Augustine Company, construction began last
July and will be ready for public use this month. 

The project includes construction of a new
office, scheduling office, shop, kitchen/social
gathering space as well as a tennis court viewing
area. Restroom areas and storage space will also
be available in the additional new building. 

To the east of the tennis courts will be an
outside social gathering space with tables and
chairs, barbecue and shade structure.  The
building will meet the Green Building Council's
LEED silver certificate level.

Improvements to the tennis courts will
include removal of the old lights and installation

of new lights similar to those recently installed
at the library tennis courts.  Also, all the court
surfaces will have cracks and raised areas
repaired and new surface coatings applied.  

The project includes eight tennis courts,
three that are lighted, totaling 2,322 square feet
with an anticipate cost of $1.5 million. The
newly renovated tennis courts are located on
Glorietta Blvd. at Pomona Avenue. 

Imperial Beach Business Expo
Offers Free Business Resources

If you are looking to start, expand or simply
enhance your business, take advantage of the
opportunity to get one step ahead of the
competition at this year’s Imperial Beach
Business Expo. Sunday, April 7, from 4 to 6
p.m., Imperial Beach will be filled with business
experts and resources from around San Diego to
help answer your questions and offer free
resources to help your company reach its
fullest potential.

“If you are overwhelmed trying to run your
business, thinking about starting a business or
just need to ask a few questions of the experts,
the Imperial Beach Business Expo is here to
help,” said Mike Osborne, BID Chairperson for
the city of Imperial Beach. “Whether you have
been in business for decades or are thinking of
starting one, this free event provides resources
to make your business a success.” 

The Expo will offer guidance on building a
solid business plan, hiring qualified employees
and marketing that drives results.

This year’s Expo will feature three speaking
panels that will focus on marketing and social
media for small businesses on a shoe-string
budget, secrets to successfully financing your
business and the new highlights in the field of

tourism marketing.  Guest speakers include
representatives from the Port of San Diego,
Southwestern College Small Business
Development, South County Economic
Development Council and j. simms agency, all
which will be offering their expertise to help
small business.  

Local banking, credit unions and utility
companies will be on hand to offer services and
answer questions. A Crime Prevention Specialist
from the San Diego County Sheriff ’s
Department will be available to guide on how to
keep your business and employees safe.  The
city’s Redevelopment Agency will have
personnel available to help navigate the steps in
starting or operating a business in Imperial
Beach including what licenses and permits
are needed. 

This free event is hosted by the Imperial
Beach Business Improvement District in
partnership with the Imperial Beach Chamber of
Commerce and City of Imperial Beach. The
expo will be held at the Marina Vista Center
located at 1075 8th St., Imperial Beach, CA,
91932. For further information, contact the
Imperial Beach of Chamber Commerce
at (619) 424-3151. 
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IMPERIAL BEACH

CORONADO

Improvements to the Coronado Tennis
Center include a total of eight new
courts, a new office and outside social
gathering space.

Mark your calendars for the

Elected Officials Reception to

be held Oct. 13 in Chula Vista.

The event is sponsored by the

City of Chula Vista, Port of

San Diego and SCEDC. 

More details to come.

Save the Date
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Port Planning (continued from Page 1)

Working Committees
of the SCEDC
TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd
IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree
MMaarrkkeettiinngg  aanndd  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp
WWoorrkkffoorrccee  aanndd  EEdduuccaattiioonn
LLooaann  &&  FFiinnaannccee  
PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy
For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:
South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143 fax 619-424-5738
Cindy@southcountyedc.com

with its tremendous resource of industrial
land to be dominant in the import/export
industry.

We have had strong attendance at all of
the South County EDC events.  It is because
members recognize the importance of the
exchange of information as it impacts their
daily lives.  I would encourage those who
have not attended these events to consider
future ones.  I also believe that more in our
community would benefit greatly by joining
the South County Economic Development
Council. Please reach out to your customers,
vendors, associates, and neighbors. Let them
know about the great things happening at
the South County Economic Development
Council.

President’s Message (continued from Page 2)

Coronado Firehouse

Customer Service Advantage

Falcon Strategies LLC

Radio Latina

Olivewood Gardens

CHULA VISTA

Sports Alliance Launched in
Chula Vista

Chula Vista’s Park and Recreation
Department is forming a strategic partnership
with the San Diego Sports Council, Sweetwater
Union High School District, Southwestern
College, the Olympic Training Center, High Tech
High and other organizations to create a single
entity that can negotiate with national and
international sporting events and recruit them
to Chula Vista.

“The mission of the Chula Vista Sports
Alliance is to promote youth and amateur
sports, special events and competitions,” said

The Chula Vista Olympic Training Center
is one of the many organizations taking
part in the strategic partnership to help
recruit national and international
sporting events to Chula Vista.

"The Chula Vista Sports
Alliance will work to promote

youth and amateur sports,
special events and competitions
in Chula vista and the South

Bay. This effort aims to
maximize economic impact

and enhance the quality of life
in the community through

sporting events and
recreational programming."

–Chula Vista Mayor Cheryl Cox

of redevelopment project. He urged the
Port to research a potential development.

"Let's take the fence down now and do
some temporary work on the area to
improve it," said Commissioner Lou Smith,
who represents Coronado on the Board of
Port Commissioners. Commissioner Smith
said he often rides his bicycle near Pond 20
and that he wished it offered a nicer view.

Next steps include looking at ways to
improve the area's aesthetics. These include
improving the fencing, and cleaning up
weeds and debris. The Port, Imperial Beach
and San Diego will conduct negotiations on
the MOU to establish mutual goals and
objectives for Pond 20's future
development. A project scope, schedule,
timeline and budget will be developed,
along with a community outreach program.
Port staff will return to the Board of Port
Commissioners in the coming months for
final authorization of the MOU.

Buck Martin, director of Parks and Recreation
for the city of Chula Vista. “We are working to
create positive economic impact through
sporting and recreational events within Chula
Vista and South Bay region.”

According to Buck Martin, when you add up
all the sports venues in the city, it is enough to
house major tournaments for a variety of sports.
The additional visitors in the San Diego area will
benefit local businesses and tourism within the
city and the entire South County.

"This effort aims to maximize economic
impact and enhance the quality of life in the
community through sporting events and
recreational programming," said Chula Vista
Mayor Cheryl Cox.
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Major Milestone Reached
on State Route 905

At the closing of 2010, a major milestone
was finally achieved to better serve
residents and business traveling in and out
of Otay Mesa.  In early December, Phase 1A
of state Route 905 was completed, which
brought the opening of a six-lane freeway
from Britannica Road to the Otay Mesa Port
of Entry.

The core I-905 project has six lanes from
I-805 to the Otay Mesa Port of Entry and
will be open this summer.  State Route 905
is the first freeway connecting the Otay
Mesa community to the San Diego
freeway network.

South Bay Expressway
Announces Toll Changes
Through May 31

The South Bay Expressway has
announced a three-month promotion that
will lower tolls for its cash customers by 65
cents on trips beginning or ending at the
Otay Mesa Toll Plaza through May 31. Tolls
will also be lowered for 5-plus axle trucks
during the promotional period by 43
percent. 

“Cash customers will save significant
money when traveling to and from Otay
Mesa,” said Greg Hulsizer, South Bay
Expressway CEO. “We hope to encourage
more northbound trips to shopping centers,
restaurants and other points of interest

Phase 1A of state Route 905 opened a
six-lane freeway that stretches from
Britannica Road to the Otay Mesa Port
of Entry.

throughout eastern Chula Vista. We also
want to provide an added incentive for big
rigs to use SBX as a convenient, time-saving
alternative to the congested I-805 and I-5
freeways.” The 21st Annual Economic

Summit will be held Sept. 30.

Mark your calendars, as this is

one event you will not want to

miss! Nationally recognized

keynote speakers in addition to

the ever-popular elected

officials panel will be event

highlights. Table sales are under

way.  Please contact South

County to make a reservation

or obtain sponsorship

information at (619) 424-5143. 

Save the Date

The South Bay Expressway announced a
three-month promotion to lower costs
for cash customers until May 31.

The South County Economic
Development Council and
students at High Tech High were
recently supported by a grant

from AT&T to create a peer-
counseling program to prevent high
school dropouts.  Students from
Monte Vista Sweetwater High School
and Hilltop High came together at
High Tech High to participate in the

counseling. Afterward, students visited Flag Crafters, a South County
EDC member business, where students learned about careers involving
graphic arts. SCEDC wishes to express its appreciation to AT&T for the
empowering grant and to the Flag Crafters team for sharing their time
and talent. 

AT&T Gives Grant

11113 SCEDC Newsletter 17  2/28/11  2:11 PM  Page 6



PAGE 7

California State Income
Tax Credits for 
Enterprise Zone Area
Businesses
– By Lydia Moreno

It’s tax season. Is your business taking
advantage of all Enterprise Zone tax credits?
Businesses of all sizes are eligible to claim
thousands of dollars to reduce their
California income tax liability.  Enterprise
Zone area businesses may be eligible to
claim these lucrative California Enterprise
Zone tax credits for 2010 if:
• “Qualified” new employees were hired
during the past 5 years.  These tax credits
can amount up to $12,480 in the first 12
months of employment and over $37,000
over a five-year period; and/or
• New machinery used for manufacturing,
assembly, fabricating, and/or processing
(some restaurant equipment may qualify) or
equipment used for the production of
renewable energy or water/air pollution
control was purchased during the year and
used exclusively in an Enterprise Zone.
Additionally, data processing equipment
including computer hardware, fax
machines, telecommunications equipment,
copiers, and motion picture manufacturing
equipment many also qualify.  In any given
year, tax credits equal to the sales or use tax
paid may be claimed on qualifying
machinery by individuals on the first $1
million and corporations may claim a credit
on the first $20 million of purchased or
leased equipment.       

To claim these valuable tax credits, FTB
form 3805Z must be filed with the
company’s California 2010 tax return.
Companies may also amend tax returns as
permitted by the California Franchise Tax
Board to claim earned tax credits not
claimed in previous tax years.   All unused
Enterprise Zone tax credits can be carried
forward for as long as it takes to use up the
credits so long a business remains in the
Enterprise Zone.    

Employees of Enterprise Zone businesses
may also claim a personal California income
tax credit if annual earnings do not exceed
$20,000.  To claim this credit, employees
must complete FTB form 3553 with their
California 2005 tax return.   

To obtain more information on the
Enterprise Zone program, contact Lydia

General Barry McCaffrey is a retired
four-star army general who also served as
drug czar during the Clinton administration.
He recently appeared at a reception of the
South County Economic Development Council
and Women in Transportation seminar to
give insight into prominent statewide issues
such as the legalization of medical marijuana, cross-border trade and
how the United States is dealing with law enforcement situations that
affect both the U.S. and Mexico.

General McCaffery Offers Insights

Tom Garfinkle, president and CEO of the
San Diego Padres, addressed the South
County Economic Development Council in
January. He spoke about the importance of
South County fans and the Padres’
commitment to those fans.  He was met
with resounding applause when he
responded to a request to have the Padres
hold a pep rally in South County. 

Padres’ Tom Garfinkle Announces Pep Rally
in Chula Vista

Moreno, Business Incentives Program
Manager, at (619) 236-6320 or via email at
lmoreno@sandiego.gov. 

Information is also available on the
following websites: www.SDREZ.org;
www.hcd.ca.gov/fa/cdbg/ez; www.ftb.ca.gov;
and www.caez.org. 
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More than 300 people attended the
South County Economic Development
Council annual Holiday Breakfast in
December, held at Frida’s in the Otay
Ranch Town Center. The SCEDC was
presented with a grant from AT&T to
support its new tourism initiative to the
delight of the standing-room-only
audience.

Attendees were impressed with several
high school students who spoke quite
eloquently about the local robotics
program and how they have benefited as
individuals from the specialized
curriculum.  Student-designed robots were
on display in front of the restaurant for all
to see, and gifts were provided to all in
attendance by the robotics students.
Another group of students described the
virtual comic book they created, devoted
to prevention of high school dropouts.
This effort was lead by the SCEDC with
underwriting provided by AT&T.

Christine Moore presents a grant
check on behalf of AT&T to the

SCEDC to support its tourism
initiative. Also pictured is National

City Mayor Ron Morrison, Cindy
Gompper-Graves of SCEDC and
SCEDC President Bill Clevenger. 

SCEDC President
Bill Clevenger
recapped the
milestones of 2010
and his outlook
for 2011 during
the annual
breakfast.  

Holiday Breakfast Continues Annual Tradition
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