
A new Port of Entry at Otay Mesa East
is projected to create positive economic
effects for the state exceeding $31.6
billion over the first 10 years alone,
according to a study by the Economic
Research Bureau of the San Diego
Regional Chamber of Commerce.  The San
Diego regional economy would be
boosted by more than $14 billion in the
same period.  The study also revealed that
United States trade with Mexico has
increased from $297 billion in 1993, to
$883 billion in 2006. 

Considering 70 percent of truck traffic
between California and Mexico travels
through San Diego County POEs, it is no
surprise this $586 billion in trade growth
has stretched existing infrastructure far
beyond its capacity.  According to
estimates from the San Diego Association
of Governments, $6 billion in gross
revenue was lost in 2005 due to lengthy

border wait times.
Yet there is relief on the horizon as the

California Senate has approved a third
border crossing with Mexico. Under this
bill, San Diego County can build a toll
crossing into Mexico and the San Diego
Association of Governments is permitted
to extend and operate Highway 11 to the
new Otay Mesa East Port of Entry (POE).
The bill is awaiting presidential permit,
which is the final hurdle before the
crossing is approved.

Under the proposed plan, a 2.5-mile,
four-lane state highway, State Route 11,
would connect at the U.S.-Mexico border
to main highways -- State Routes 905 and
125 in the U.S. -- and both the Tijuana-
Tecate and Tijuana-Ensenada roads in
Mexico. Scheduled to open in 2015, the
project would be funded with bonds,
repaid by tolls collected from those using
the Otay Mesa East POE. 

EPA Awards $200,000 for
Brownfields Urban
Improvement; National
City Gets a Portion
of the Pie 

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency awarded $200,000 to the
Community Development Commission of
National City for environmental site
assessments within its Westside
neighborhood, a residential and light
industrial area with an unusually high
asthma rate.  

The correction of brownfields, or
properties negatively affected by the
presence or potential presence of a
hazardous substance, pollutant, or

Benefits of a New Point of Entry
Border Crossing
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According to SANDAG, congestion and delays at the current border crossings
between San Diego and Baja California cost the U.S. and Mexican economies an
estimated $7.2 billion in foregone gross output and more than 62,000 jobs in 2007.
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Congresswoman Susan
Davis Spoke At Annual
Breakfast

ongresswoman Susan Davis was one of the
distinguished speakers who spoke at the

SCEDC Annual Breakfast held July 1.    
The Congresswoman addressed several

pressing issues including the importance of the
border development, the mortgage crisis, and
energy/gas prices.

In her speech the congresswoman stated her
commitment to being a strong advocate for
improving border infrastructure as it impacts the
San Diego economy.  

“I believe strongly in the potential economic
benefits South County and San Diego can see
through the growth and investment of the
border infrastructure,” said Congresswoman
Davis. “Stimulation that comes from job
creation, commercial growth, and cultural
draws, is exactly what this region needs to
achieve stability and success.”

Being that South County is the largest
affected area of foreclosure rates within San
Diego County, the congresswoman offered some
encouraging words and options geared toward
solutions.  Davis is in support of transforming
the existing adjustable rate mortgages into fixed-
rate loans and offered insight into the section of
the Economic Stimulus Act that focuses on the
Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae law, which will
confirm loan limits of $700,000 in San Diego. 

The long-term effort that is necessary in
order to solve the heightened gas issue was
addressed as well.  According to the
congresswoman, a collaborative and significant
effort is needed.

Ground Broken On $30
Million Marina Gateway
Plaza 

ational City Mayor Ron Morrison,
California State Senator Denise Moreno

Ducheny, County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Greg Cox, and Sycuan Chief David
Tucker united with Sycuan tribal members,
National City business and civic leaders March
18 to celebrate the ground breaking of the
Marina Gateway Plaza, a $30 million bay front
revitalization project aimed at bringing new
visitors to the region.

The long-awaited 6.3-acre development, with
a planned summer 2009 completion, will begin
the transformation of the city’s bayfront from an
industrial area to a desirable commercial and
recreational center.  The project is anticipated to
create more than 100 permanent jobs and will
generate more than $600,000 in property and
transient occupancy taxes per year.  

“This project has been in the making for
nearly five years and it is such an honor to
oversee its inception,” said Morrison. “National
City has such great potential and we will soon
see it realized.”    

The Marina Gateway Plaza will include a
4,000-square-foot full-service restaurant, 16,000
square feet of retail and commercial office space
on two floors and a 100,000-square-foot AAA,
Triple Diamond-rated hotel with 173 rooms and
conference space.

“The Marina Gateway Plaza will enhance the
existing recreation opportunities in the area --
the marina and aquatic center – and will
transform out waterfront to its fullest potential,”
Morrison added.   

Chula Vista Approves
University Land Package;
High Tech High Set to Move
Into Its Permanent Home
This Fall

major hurdle to bring a four-year
university to eastern Chula Vista was won

in May when councilmembers unanimously
approved the transfer of 160 acres from JPB
Development to the city of Chula Vista.  This
transfer makes the total acreage for the planned
University Park and Research Center site
approximately 375 acres -- a footprint larger
than the San Diego State University campus.  In
return for the newly transferred land, valued
between $250 and $300 million, the city will
allow the developers to add more residential

units to their existing plans and process their
entitlements in a more streamlined way.

Sitting on hundreds of acres in the heart of
the Otay Ranch on a site overlooking the Otay
River Valley, components of the education
campus include a technology park, an eminent
national energy center and a nationally
recognized charter school.  The prestigious
school, High Tech High Chula Vista, which will
focus on environmental education, is opening
this fall.  It will occupy an eight-acre site at the
corner of Hunte Parkway and Discovery Falls
Road and will offer students a college
preparatory curriculum that highlights
environmental studies, sustainability, civic
engagement and student leadership. 

In its inaugural year, the school will only
house ninth and tenth grade students, but each
following year High Tech High Chula Vista will

I suddenly realized this month that my time as president of this
most exciting and dynamic group of business and civic leaders has
quickly slipped by and I’ve only one last chance to express my
personal thoughts and opinions in our newsletter before I must turn
the editorial license over to my successor. With so much to say and
so little time, I’ll cut to the chase. First I can’t thank our staff and
vendors enough for their competence, dedication and
professionalism in keeping this organization focused and effective on
the many fronts in which we participate. Despite the slowdown in
our local economy, we are continuing to make a positive difference
to our membership and the region as a whole.

I’d be remiss if I didn’t admit that I started my term with some
trepidation, thinking that I was not going to enjoy this assignment.
My experience has been just the opposite. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
my time as president and am sad to see it end, but we’ve got a
terrific new leader in Dan Biggs and I’m looking forward to working
with him to keep some of our ongoing activities front and center. A
quick check on five of our most pressing matters follows.

Our Border: Moving goods and people efficiently through our
two existing border crossings remains among our highest priorities.
One step in improving existing conditions was the recent
announcement of senate support for the third (Otay East) crossing.

New Recycling Plant Places Tijuana as a
National Leader in Trash Management

On June 5, Tijuana Mayor Jorge Ramos responded and complied
with international regulations for environmental care by
inaugurating a new recycling plant that will be a boon to both waste
management and the municipality’s economy.

Voluntad Ecológica S.A. de C.V. initially invested $1 million in
private capital to start operation of the new plant, which will provide
better jobs for sanitation workers as well as be a source of income
for the city.  Revenue from the sale of recycled materials filtered
through the plant is expected to pump up to 100 million pesos
annually into the Tijuana economy.

At the inauguration ceremony, Mayor Ramos stated his
commitment to Tijuana’s citizens to continue the project and his
intentions to propose the Tijuana government make this project a
joint effort between public and private sectors in order to improve
the employment conditions and domestic waste management in
Tijuana.

The concept of a recycling plant that properly disposes of waste,
while also providing jobs to hundreds of trash collectors, was
originally the idea of a young Mexican engineer, Érika Miroslava
Enciso Limón, who graduated from the Instituto Tecnologico de
Tijuana.  Mayor Ramos shared in her idea and saw it as Tijuana’s
opportunity to lead Mexico in waste recycling treatment while
obtaining revenue in the process. 

By Doug Paul, South County Economic Development Council
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Also, the commitment from
Sacramento to fund first efforts for
the extension of State Highway 11 to
the east is another positive sign, but
the big solutions we need now must
be through substantial increases of
agents and efficiency at both the San
Ysidro and Otay ports.

Our Airports: The good news is
that our region’s air planners are
becoming aware of the significant
role the air facility at Rodriguez Field
can play in our future air mobility.
SCEDC’s leadership in advancing the concept of a cross-border
terminal is actually becoming a real project, with the recent
acquisition of property on the border, and the initiation of planning
by Otay Tijuana Ventures, a consortium from Chicago, and their on-
going joint work with GAP, the current operators of the Tijuana
Airport. Otay Tijuana Ventures has recently joined the SCEDC and is

(continued on page 5)
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At the inauguration of Tijuana’s new recycling plant, Tijuana
Mayor Jorge Ramos voiced his intentions to push for improved
employment conditions and better domestic waste management
in Tijuana.  

The initial phase of the Marina Gateway
Plaza project was celebrated with a
groundbreaking ceremony.   

The University Park and Research
Center, home to the future High Tech
High Chula Vista, embodies a
pedestrian-oriented design that
compliments the style of the
surrounding Otay Ranch neighborhood. 

"While serving the immediate needs of our
city, this facility also promises to serve the

long-term needs of the citizens by providing
employment opportunities

as well as economic stimulus."
– Tijuana Mayor Jorge Ramos

Congresswoman Susan Davis spoke
about economic growth and
infrastructure issues affecting the region
at the SCEDC Annual Breakfast
sponsored by Distinctive Projects.

(continued on page 4)
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cargo operations and are expected to increase
its maritime operations, resulting in additional
revenue and a major economic boost to the
regional economy. 

Also on the list is additional funding for the
Palm Avenue Street End Improvement Project in
Imperial Beach.  This project, already a part of
the Capital Development Program, required
supplemental funding. It is an extensive
project that will provide environmental benefits,
public access, public art and improved safety to
the oceanfront in Imperial Beach. A secondary
project, this one lead by the Army Corps of
Engineers, will bring sand replenishment to the
city’s beaches.  Sand replenishment will have
recreational benefits for the city by improving
areas where sand has been eroded by high tides.

The Port has allocated $95.9 million to
continue funding all of its projects -- 42 in total,
31 of which are already approved and under
way -- in the Capital Development Program.

Siliken Joins Growing List of
Companies Relocating To
Otay Mesa 

ver the past year and a half, Otay Mesa has
attracted 11 new manufacturing

companies to its South County locale.  One such
firm, the award-winning Siliken, which
manufactures photovoltaic modules, now has
nearly 100 employees at its new Otay Mesa
location after moving there earlier this year.
Founded in 2001 in Valencia, Spain, Siliken
operates four plants worldwide and employs
850 people.  The Otay Mesa location is its first
U.S. operation.   

According to the SCEDC CEO Cindy
Gompper-Graves, other new arrivals to the Otay
Mesa area cover such industries as food
production and bio-tech device manufacturing. 

“The influx in corporations large and small

expand to include another grade. Eventually, a
companion school for younger students --
kindergarten through eighth grades -- will open
on a three-acre site nearby. 

Glorietta Bay Revitalization
Project Enters Final Phase

ith the recent start of construction on the
Yacht Club/Marina Support Building

project and the Coronado City Council’s
approval of plans for a 4,800-square-foot
boathouse/clubroom, the final phase of The
Glorietta Bay revitalization project in Coronado
is now under way.  A summer 2009 completion
date is anticipated for both projects.

The Yacht Club/Marina Support Building
project, being done in partnership between the
San Diego Port District and city of Coronado,
will improve the area between City Hall and San
Luis Rey Avenue with a landscaped pedestrian
promenade, bike path and pocket park with
public art.  The city’s portion of the project, the
two-story 2,900-square-foot Yacht Club/Marina
Support Building, will feature a club space on
the first floor and space on the second floor for
the marina manager and two marina-related
tenants. The club will include locker rooms, a
laundry facility and storage for boaters, as well
as public restrooms.  

As its name suggests, the
boathouse/clubroom will house non-motorized
watercrafts, while a clubroom portion of the
building will be available for camp programs
and teen events.   

The $30 million Glorietta Bay project
includes a linear park, a wide pedestrian/bicycle
path along the waterfront, a boathouse and a
40,000-square-foot community center with a
gymnasium, fitness center, recreation activity
rooms, meeting and classroom areas, a
community theater and a major events hall.  It is
also home to the new City Hall.  

Seacoast Inn Moving
Forward; Missing Link in
IB’s Move to Begin Eco-
Tourist Destination

lans to transform Imperial Beach’s
oceanfront and expand its tourism

potential have been set in motion with the
California Coastal Commission’s approval of the
planned redevelopment of the Seacoast Inn, an
older three-story hotel at 800 Seacoast Drive.
Initial Coastal Commission approval was denied
citing two commissioner’s concerns over the use
of 100 percent condo-investor financing and its
potential impact on room availability and
affordability.  This decision was reversed when
the Coastal Commission voted 11-1 in favor of
allowing the developer to use 100 percent
investor financing and placed no other
additional restrictions on the project.  According
to Pacifica, the hotel developer, without the use
of 100 percent investor funding, the
redevelopment project would not move ahead. 

There will be restrictions on how many
consecutive days  condo owners may occupy
their rooms to skirt any problems with
availability.  

Construction may begin as early as winter
with the demolition of the existing 38-room
structure.  To be built on the same location, the
new 78-room hotel will boast an “eco” design
that uses up-to-the-minute technology to lessen
its impact on the environment.  Environmental
sensitivity will be incorporated into the overall
design, selection of materials, water and energy
components, as well as operation and
management of the hotel.

“We are very excited about the opportunities
this visitor-enhancing project will bring to our
city,” said Mayor of Imperial Beach Jim Janney.
“Not only will the new and expanded hotel help
showcase our beautiful beaches, but it will also

add to our revenue base and bring additional
jobs to our city.  The availability of affordable
and desirable lodging will attract more visitors
to not only the eco-tourism attractions like the
beach and Tijuana Estuary, but also to our
restaurants and shops.” 

Port District’s Capital
Development Program
Identifies 8 High-Priority
Projects in South County 

he southern region of San Diego County
will benefit from the eight high-priority

projects recently added to the Port District’s
Capital Development Program, a program that
funds a variety of projects to benefit public
access, the environment, the economy and
recreation in the Port’s member cities.  The
newly added projects include work to be done
in San Diego, Chula Vista, National City and
Imperial Beach and will be implemented in the
2009-2013 fiscal years.   

With three projects in the pipeline, Chula
Vista will benefit from additional funding for the
preparation of Environmental Impact Report for
wetlands mitigation.  The Port’s agenda for
Chula Vista also includes additional funding for
the former BF Goodrich South campus
pavement and demolition project, an ongoing
capital development project on Port tidelands,
which will clear the area for development of the
Chula Vista Bayfront Master Plan.  In addition,
Chula Vista will be improved by the Conference
Center site demolition project, which will make
way for a proposed conference center and hotel
on the Chula Vista waterfront. The
development will have a significant economic
impact on the city by attracting out-of-town
visitors and new businesses. 

On the docket for National City is the
relocation of the public restroom at Pepper
Park. The relocation of the restroom will
facilitate the development of the National City
Aquatic Center. The restroom is in need of
repair and is located in an area essential for the
new Aquatic Center. The new restroom will
be in compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act requirements and is expected to
save the Port money in maintenance and repairs.
Also in the line up for National City, are
planning and preliminary design improvements
to the Tenth Avenue and National City Marine
Terminals.  Called the Marine Terminal
Enhancement Project, these improvements will
help the terminal to meet the needs of growing
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(continued from page 3) relocating to Otay Mesa can be directly
correlated with our business outreach efforts,”
she said.  “The SCEDC, in partnership with the
Otay Mesa Chamber of Commerce and the city
of San Diego, has implemented a targeted
information campaign to educate business
owners about the benefits of South County
operations and assist them with the relocation.”

Components of the business outreach
program include the distribution of information
on tax credits and workforce and financial
assistance programs, and much of this
information was dispersed door-to-door by a
group of dedicated volunteers, she said. 

“A foremost goal of the SCEDC is to promote
diversified business development,” Gompper-
Graves said.  “By reaching out directly to
business owners, we have increased awareness
and participation in our programs, yet, with the
South County offering the most developable
land in all of San Diego County, there is still
plenty of room for growth.” 

T
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Approval recently from the Coronado
City Council on the boathouse and
clubroom's plans has launched the $30
million Glorietta Bay project into its
final phase.

Approval from the Coastal Commission
has cleared the last barrier for the
development of Imperial Beach’s
eco-friendly Seacoast Inn. 

President’s Message
(continued from page 2)

(continued on page 7)

continuing to use our experience and
knowledge to help it navigate the many
remaining hurdles in making this a reality.
Additionally, Brown Field is now being
master planned by an airport consortium
lead by Richard Sax, an experienced fixed-
base operator, as part of a city of San Diego
Development Agreement. Preliminary
conceptual exhibits indicate that this project
will bring extraordinary economic benefit to
the region and that SCEDC must continue
to remain involved in advising this group on
issues we want them to incorporate in their
design.

Education: With the recent acquisition of
major real estate holdings in the eastern
part of Chula Vista, the city of Chula Vista is
now in a position to take steps to develop a
campus of higher education that can
facilitate the growing needs in our region.
SCEDC must take a leadership role in
bringing together the many civic, political
and business interests necessary to move a
project of this magnitude from conceptual
planning to reality. Although we have a
wonderful opportunity to get into this
process on the ground floor, there is much
work that has to be done before a project of
this size and complexity can become a
reality. 

Chula Vista Bayfront: The Port of San
Diego has recently released the EIR and
technical appendices for the Bayfront
Master Plan, which includes the Gaylord
project. There is a 65-day public review
period now under way. SCEDC has long
been a champion for both the master plan
and the development of a convention
facility by Gaylord, and we will continue, in
the coming months, to lead the efforts to
make this project a reality. The economic
vitality of the entire bayfront is dependent
on finding a balance of appropriate uses.
The prospect of this high-quality convention
facility, with the numerous jobs and income
streams it will generate, will make the
region’s economy even more prosperous for
decades to come. 

contaminant, has strong ties to economic
revitalization and empowered residents. 

Funds allocated to National City’s
Westside low-income, primarily Hispanic
neighborhood will be used to develop an
area-wide inventory of hazardous waste
contaminated sites as well as to conduct
community outreach.

"By working with local stakeholders
and regional and national partners, we can
begin to deliver on the promise of a clean,
sustainable environment for Westside,"
said National City Mayor Ron Morrison.
“We have already embarked on an
ambitious initiative to revitalize the
community in keeping with neighborhood
principles as crafted during area public
meetings. The EPA grant is just one
component of the overall effort to create a
better, healthier and more attractive
neighborhood.”

Brownfield’s Improvements
(continued from page 1)

Funding from the Port of San Diego will
help fund three projects to revitalize
Chula Vista’s waterfront.

W
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Dan Biggs and New Board
Take the Helm

The SCEDC Board of Directors has
announced the election of new officers and
incoming board members for the 2008-2009
term.  Dan Biggs, president of Designed
Internet Solutions, was elected president of
the board, replacing Doug Paul.  Rosa
Lopez Gonzalez of Union Bank, was elected
first vice president, Bill Tunstall and Norma
Hernandez will continue their roles as
second vice presidents, Ricardo Macedo was
elected treasurer, and Ed Lopez of
Sweetwater Education Foundation will
continue his position as secretary.

"It is an especially exciting time to take
this leadership role," Biggs said. "In South
County the public and private sectors have
joined together to drive improvement with
projects like the Chula Vista Bayfront
Masterplan and the Cross-Border Airport
Terminal. 

“The South County EDC plays a vital role
in bringing together stakeholders working
to reach the same goals. I look forward to
this challenge."

The new board was introduced at the
SCEDC's annual installation breakfast held
the first Tuesday of July at the South Bay
Fish and Grill.   

Paul thanked officers, board members
and committee chairs for their continued
support. 

"Our new officers reflect an exciting
team of veteran leaders and their various

areas of professional expertise will be a
strong catalyst for the continued progress of
the organization," said Paul, president of
the Paul Company.  "The SCEDC has a
strong desire to increase economic
development and capture more tourism
dollars, creating a dynamic community in
which to live and work."

PAGE 6 PAGE 7

Councilmember Hueso
Commends Economic
Development in
8th District

Attendees at the April SCEDC meeting
were treated to the insights of
Councilmember Ben Hueso when he
addressed the issues of economic
development in District 8.  

While emphasizing the importance of
economic advancement and the existing ties
between the Tijuana San Diego regions, he
complemented the SCEDC for its active and
vigorous participation in supporting the
economic prosperity within the vast District
8 that starts from the US/Mexico
international border and includes the San
Diego waterfront.

“It took me six months to learn and
appreciate the complexity and wide-ranging
economic issues of the region,” said Hueso.
“For this district, binational affairs is a
priority as are other projects such as the

San Ysidro and East Otay Mesa ports of
entry.” 

The current two-hour delay at the San
Ysidro POE is unacceptable and the
reconfiguration project is essential to
expedite border crossing, he said.
According to Hueso, $200 million has been
allocated to advance and upgrade this
crossing.  Furthermore, Hueso said he has
been actively involved with SANDAG as it
applies to the East Otay Mesa POE.  This
POE will have a toll or fee system that
would be acceptable to border crossers in
order to avoid delays.    

Hueso noted that another important
project for South County would be another
border crossing at the Tijuana Rodriguez
Airport, known as the Cross Border
Passenger Terminal.  This project, which has
been promoted by the SCEDC for nearly 10
years, would alleviate passenger congestion
at Lindberg Field. 

In his final remarks to the audience,
Hueso acknowledged the SCEDC for its

commitment to promote and improve
economic conditions in the district.  The
SCEDC also recently held meetings with
Bob Filner and his staff as well as staff and
board members of the Port of San Diego,
both of which have indicated alignment
with the goals of the SCEDC.  

Cross Border Terminal
Moves to The Next Stage

The San Diego County Regional Airport
Authority has accepted the Cross Border
Terminal Market Demand Study, a ten-
month project that measured passenger
demand for a cross-border terminal
connection between the United States and
the Tijuana Rodriguez International Airport.
In February, the Airport Authority agreed to
spend a maximum $385,000 on a market
demand study for a terminal that would
allow San Diego passengers to access flights
out of Tijuana International Airport without
having to drive across the border.  Previous
SCEDC studies have found that a cross-
border terminal could reduce traffic
congestion at both the San Ysidro and Otay
Mesa border crossings. 

Key findings of the study support the
many long-held beliefs of the SCEDC
including that over the next 20 years, the
number of TIJ passengers will continue to
grow significantly to a projected total of 3.2
million passengers annually; an additional

estimated 1.1 million passengers would use
TIJ due to the ease of the cross border
terminal; a cross border terminal would be
preferable to most people verses using LAX
for nonstop flights to Mexico, and that the
cross border terminal and TIJ will service
San Diego’s unmet passenger demand once
San Diego International Airport  approaches
its capacity in the 2020 timeframe.  

The SCEDC was one of over a dozen
stakeholders who served on the Technical
Advisory Committee, which was formed by
the San Diego Airport Authority to provide
feedback on the Market Demand Study. The
feedback was valued since the SCEDC has
been evaluating the cross-border
connection for over 10 years.    

“We, at the South County EDC, are
pleased with the results of the study,” said
Doug Paul, president of the SCEDC Board
of Directors.  “We’ve been working toward
seeing these results for a very long time and
we look forward to the next step in the
process, working with Otay-Tijuana
Ventures to help make this important
project a reality.” 

SCEDC members who testified at the
Airport Authority hearing included
incoming president Dan Biggs, past
president Jim Janney, founding member
Tony McCune, board members Julia Simms
and Angelika Villagrana, and CEO Cindy
Gompper-Graves

The highly anticipated 18th
Annual Economic Summit will

be held at the San Diego
Convention Center on

September 12.  Book your table
now!  We hope to see everyone

there; you will not be
disappointed by our dynamic

line-up of speakers. 

The 4th Annual Elected Officials
Reception hosted by the SCEDC,

Port of San Diego and City of
Imperial Beach will take place
October 9 in Imperial Beach.

The reception will highlight the
accomplishments of the region’s
economic development efforts

and set the stage for future plans
for economic growth.  More

than 400 elected officials,
business and community leaders

attended the same event held
last year at Bayside Park

in Chula Vista.  

Save the Date

At a recent SCEDC meeting, San Diego
Councilmember Ben Hueso
acknowledged the SCEDC for its support
of the economic environment of his
district.

Otay Mesa Planning: The cities of Chula
Vista and San Diego, along with the County
of San Diego, have land in their respective
jurisdictions that are underdeveloped. In
time, these will need to be brought to a
higher economic value in support of our
region’s continued appetite for new
development property. The balances of land
uses necessary to support industry, border
trade, high-tech clusters and a variety of
supporting uses (housing in particular) is a
complex process and involves many
stakeholders. With all three jurisdictions
interdependent on broader systems,
including transportation and utilities, the
land use and zoning decisions become that
much more difficult. SCEDC should
provide leadership in such a way as to
guide this process forward.

Although there are many other issues
that remain in flux, if we can keep our eye
on these principle issues, I believe that we
can continue to advance our mission on
behalf of all of our members. It has been a
pleasure serving you and I look forward to
staying involved after my term as president
is over.

President’s Message
(continued from page 5)

Dan Biggs, president of Designed
Internet Solutions, has been elected
the SCEDC's president for the
2008-2009 term.

At the SCEDC's annual installation
breakfast, Dan Biggs thanked the
members for their support and
expressed the goals for his
presidential term.

Working Committees
of the SCEDC
TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd
IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree
MMaarrkkeettiinngg  aanndd  EEvveennttss
WWoorrkkffoorrccee  aanndd  EEdduuccaattiioonn
LLooaann  &&  FFiinnaannccee  
PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy
MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ((NNeeww!!))
For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:
South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143 fax 619-424-5738
cindy@SanDiegoSouth.com

Vibra Bank 
Paola Avila Consulting 
International Education Services 
Otay Lakes Surgery Center 
Psomas Engineering 
Ernst and Young 
Otay-Tijuana Ventures 
Rhea-Henry Development
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SCEDC Introduces New
Web Site

In an effort to best serve the business
development needs of its members, the
SCEDC has launched a new and improved
Web site.  The new Web site at
www.sandiegosouth.com is a forum for
visitors to stay connected to news and
events, find valuable business resource
tools and learn more about the issues
facing South County economics.  Sporting
a fresh look and designed to be more
user-friendly and easier to navigate, the
site features a secure log-in for members,
events calendar, news center and copious
amounts of information on the
organization and membership. A
multimedia center, detailed area maps and
links to associated Web sites provide users
with an engaging experience.  

The “Tools for Business” section, is a
one-stop-shop for small business owners
or start-up companies looking for ways to
get a leg up on running a successful
business.  Here, new business owners will

find a business start-up kit, loan payment
calculator, pay rates for more than 850
jobs as well as information on business
planning, funding and incentives.  All
business owners can benefit from the 85
business-related online classes, copious
business books, employee training,
employer’s kit and directory of sources of
capital.  For those looking to grow
business, this section also offers

information on sustainable business
practices, marketing and selling and
international trade.  

Information about free job referral
services, development permit assistance
and tax savings on loans, is also available
on the new site for those businesses
looking to expand into the South County.
The “Enterprise Zone” section illustrates
the benefits of doing business in the
South County, including substantial tax
breaks and other incentives, and connects
users with the resources needed to get in
the Zone.

The staff and the board of the South
County Economic Development Council
would like to thank Dan Biggs and his
Internet Design Solutions company for
their pro-bono efforts to design, program
and host the new SCEDC Web site.
Thanks also goes to the SCEDC marketing
committee, including previous chairs
Denny Cuccarese and Tom Tourtelotte, for
their leadership in seeing this project from
vision to reality.

The new and improved SCEDC Web site
boasts easier navigation and provides
visitors with a wealth of information
about news and opportunities in the
South County.
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