
Panelists and speakers at the South
County Economic Development Council’s
27th Annual Economic Summit all agreed
– collaboration is key to economic growth
in the South County. 

The summit offered attendees a
comprehensive look into the San Diego
South Bay and Baja region’s latest
business development and economic
outlook news.

Phil Blair of Manpower of San Diego,
Kelly Cunningham of National University,
and Ray Major of SANDAG comprised the
economic panel. 

During the panel Blair talked about the
workforce and job growth in South
County – specifically the career
opportunities in tourism industry, which
has grown by 20 percent in the past five
years. He expressed the importance of
young adults building careers in this
industry, where people skills outweigh
technical skills. Blair also mentioned that
only 50 percent of employees will be full-
time, permanent workers in five to 10
years, due to the rise in project-driven
contractors in South County.

Major shared his predictions for the
coming year, stating that our regional

economy is well positioned for the 21st
century with a strong base and unique

infrastructure that supports the
innovation, bio-tech, military and
hospitality industries. 

San Diego Mayor Faulconer addressed
the audience and spoke to the importance
of NAFTA and bi-national collaboration.

“Our strength is when we work
together,” said Faulconer. “We thrive
because we collaborate with Mexico. It
gives us a competitive advantage and
makes us a mega-region that is working
and continuing to grow.”  

The summit included an elected official
panel comprised of Chula Vista Mayor
Mary Casillas Salas, Imperial Beach Mayor
Serge Dedina, National City Mayor Ron
Morrison, Port of San Diego
Commissioner Robert Valderrama and City
of Tijuana Councilmember Ivette Casillas.
The panel discussed issues and
opportunities within their individual
regions. Bi-national relations were also a
hot topic of the panel. 
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Collaboration Is Key For Continued
Growth In The South County

Keynote Speakers
Reflect On

Challenges And
Transitions

A sold-out house of nearly 500 of San
Diego’s business leaders and public
officials gathered in mid-September for the
South County Economic Development
Council’s 27th Annual Economic Summit. 

Keynote speakers included Maj.-Gen.
Angela Salinas, CEO of the Girl Scouts of
Southwest TX, and Craig Woolston,
engineering vice-president at Northrop
Grumman.

Salinas talked about her time in the
military and challenges she faced as she
rose through the ranks to become the first
Latina selected and promoted to the
general officer ranks, retiring as the senior
ranking Hispanic women in the Corps.
Salinas also discussed her transition to
CEO of the Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas

(continued on page 5

(continued on page 5)

If Amazon were to relocate to
San Diego, the only place that
makes sense for them to put it

is in South County.
South County has the
warehouses, space

and airport.

– Kelly Cunningham
National University

“

”

Event masters of ceremony Robert
"Dukie" Valderrama and Sally Salazar

Preston, far left, are pictured with
keynote speakers Craig Woolston
and Angela Salinas along with

Chula Vista Mayor Mary Salas, and
event sponsor Tony McCune and

Vanessa Mapula Garcia of SDG&E.
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The recent South County Economic
Summit included an elected official panel
comprised of Chula Vista Mayor Mary
Casillas Salas, Imperial Beach Mayor Serge
Dedina, National City Mayor Ron Morrison,
Port of San Diego Commissioner Robert
Valderrama and Tijuana Councilmember
Ivette Casillas. 

The panel discussed issues and
opportunities within their individual
regions, however, bi-national relations was
the primary topic of the day. 

“I am a romantic and I see this as Romeo
and Juliet” said Casillas. “They try to put a
wall between us, but the love is still there.” 

Morrison followed up by saying, “What
we need to be doing is building
relationships, not walls.”

“The feeling is that as a region we have

grown so much, we have learned to work
with our problems and we are the best
example of a community fighting together
to create a mega-region,” Casellas added.
“We really are one big city. Some 1,500
Americans are living along our coast in
Tijuana. Tijuana now has the second highest
income per capita in all of Mexico. But the
best part of TJ is San Diego,” she quipped.

Casillas went on to say that the
humanity on both sides of the border is
stronger than any wall. “We can fight
together, to get bigger and better as a
region.”

She explained that her job is to dream.
“I want a bayfront like the one being
planned in Chula Vista, I want a port, even
a small port, that takes tourists to the
Coronado Islands. 

Elected Officials Stress The Importance Of Working With Mexico

It was an honor to be with all of you at
our 27th Annual Economic Summit. As you
know, our annual summit is the largest
public forum the South County EDC holds
annually and this year we had a sell-out
crowd of nearly 500 people.

I had the pleasure of chairing this year’s
Economic Summit and I want to thank the
many committee members who made it all
come together.

Summit committee members were Carla
Holland, Cheryl Troncellito, Clarissa Falcon,
Jennifer Bustamante, Josie Flores-Clark,
Luisa McCarthy, Monica Montano, Patricia
Alvarez de los Cobos, Susana Villegas,
Tenille Otero and Tony McCune.

A highlight this year was having Pearl
Harbor survivor Stuart Hedley join us in the
morning. Hedley recalled his firsthand
experience of the events that unfolded on
the infamous day and reminded the High
Tech High students in the audience to stay
in school and get an education.

Thank you to Phil Blair of Manpower of
San Diego, Kelly Cunningham of National

University System Institute for Policy
Research and Ray Major of SANDAG who
provided a very informative economic
outlook. Thank you to Nels Jensen of the
San Diego Business Journal, who
moderated this panel.

The crowd also enjoyed the elected
officials panel, comprised of Chula Vista
Mayor Mary Casillas Salas, Imperial Beach
Mayor Serge Dedina, National City Mayor
Ron Morrison, Port of San Diego Board
Chair Robert “Dukie” Valderama and Ivette
Casillas, Councilmember, City of Tijuana.
Thank you to Jeff Light of the San Diego
Union-Tribune, who moderated this panel.

Our luncheon keynote speakers were
also informative and entertaining. They
were Maj.-Gen. Angela Salinas, CEO of the
Girl Scouts of Southwest TX, and Craig
Woolston, vice president at Northrop
Grumman. I was especially moved by
Angela Salinas’ story. Before rising through
the ranks to become the first Latina Major-
general in the Marine Corp, Salinas was a
struggling student, the first in her family to

Sally Preston
Chairwoman of the Board

go to college.
Our Economic Summit has certainly

reach new heights after 27 years, and that is
due, in part to our illustrious summit
sponsors, especially to those who sponsor
year after year. For a list of all of our
sponsor of the Economic Summit, please
see the back of this newsletter.

Her first time addressing the South
County EDC at its Economic Summit,
Tijuana Councilmember Ivette Casillas,

delighted the audience with her
light-hearted approach to our

region’s challenges. She is shown
here with two participants from

the economic summit.



   

Citizens Turn Out To Receive
Updates On Bayfront Plan 

The Port of San Diego and the city of
Chula Vista recently participated in a forum
to discuss the Chula Vista Bayfront. Nearly
200 people attended, showing the
community’s interest in this redevelopment
plan. Lively and engaging presentations by
Mayor Mary Casillas-Salas, Port
Commissioner Ann Moore, Allison Rolfe
and Dennis Gakunga focused on what has
been accomplished to date, the activities
currently in process and what’s to come. 

The Port of San Diego shared
information on the overall project’s self-
sustainability and economic benefits. It’s
projected to generate nearly $2.8 billion for
the regional economy during construction
and nearly $2.1 billion a year at buildout. 

The many features and public benefits of
two proposed developments – a resort
hotel and convention center by RIDA Chula
Vista LLC, and a Destination RV Park by Sun
Communities, Inc. and Northgate Resorts
LLC, were also presented. Details along
with the renderings and a new video can be
found at the Port’s website, on the Chula
Vista Bayfront page.

The Port outlined ongoing community
engagement with two citizen advisory
committees – the Wildlife Advisory Group
and the Bayfront Cultural Design
Committee.

The Forum was organized by the South
County EDC, the Chula Vista Chamber of
Commerce, the Pacific Southwest
Association of Realtors and the San Diego
Port Tenants Association.

An additional presentation by Allison
Rolfe of Pacifica showcased Amara Bay, a
residential, retail, and office space project
being planned. 

Dennis Gakunga from the city of Chula
Vista presented details on a Smart Chula
Vista Bayfront.

San Diego Innovation Partner
Named For San Diego Smart
Gigabit Communities Project  

Cox Communications, US Ignite and the
City of San Diego held a press conference in
early September to announce San Diego’s
new innovation partnership to support San
Diego’s participation in US Ignite’s Smart
Gigabit Communities Program.
The goal of the Smart Gigabit Communities
Program is to empower San Diego’s
innovation community by providing the
needed support and infrastructure to
develop smart gigabit applications that
address local needs, such as, but not limited
to infrastructure, workforce development,
public safety, education and community
health. 

Cox Communications and US Ignite
partnered and invited the city of San Diego
to be the 20th designated Smart Gigabit
Community. 

More Businesses Make Imperial
Beach Their Home

With the largest commercial project --
Breakwater Town Center -- and the largest
residential project -- Bayside Landing -- in
the history of Imperial Beach nearing
completion, one might think that things will
return to a slower pace in a community
known for being “Classic Southern
California.”

To the contrary, the interest in Imperial
Beach keeps on rolling along, according to
City Manager Andy Hall. 

“Tenant improvements are under way for
a new Brigantine Restaurant on Seacoast
Drive and Mike Hess Brewing, also on
Seacoast Drive, recently received its
necessary approvals,” Hall said.

He added that a new bicycle shop and
coffee shop in Bikeway Village along the bay
is now open, as is the new Siam Imperial
Thai restaurant on Old Palm Avenue.

“Perhaps even more importantly, the
City Council has begun the process to
update the city’s Local Coastal Plan and
General Plan to ensure the changes
experienced in the past few years are
consistent with the long-term plans of the
community,” Hall stated. 

He added that the planning work will
take several months to complete but, when
finished, will provide the direction needed
to guide the community into the future. 

Imperial Beach is also exploring legal
actions to address sea level rise and
improve the water quality in the Tijuana
River Valley. 

Traffic Improvements Under
Way For Commuters Heading
Into Coronado

The city of Coronado now controls four
traffic signals on state Route 75 from Tulagi
Road to Avenida de las Arena, an area
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New condominiums along San
Diego Bay at the northern entrance

to Imperial Beach start in the
$400,000s

IMPERIAL BEACH

PORT OF SAN DIEGO

CORONADO

The Chula Vista Bayfront will be a
tremendous job creator for the

region with nearly 10,000
construction jobs and 20,000

permanent jobs planned.

SAN DIEGO



between the Coronado Community Center
and Naval Amphibious Base Coronado. 

In early September, the California
Department of Transportation, which
manages the state highway in Coronado,
turned over operations and management of
the signals to Coronado. 

Last year, traffic began building up on
the road also known as Silver Strand State
Highway for a variety of reasons. City
officials met then with Caltrans and Navy
representatives to work on ways to mitigate
traffic, including using manual traffic
control measures and looking into an
interactive system to help the flow
especially in the morning rush hours. 

The contractor on the project observed
the signals during high peak traffic periods
and made adjustments to the signals from
their laptop computers. After smoothing out
minor glitches, the system began working as
intended, optimizing traffic flow through
the four intersections

Paradise Creek Affordable
Housing Project Wins Second
Award

The Paradise Creek affordable
development project recently received the
prestigious Ruby Award for “Project of the
Year – New Construction” from the San
Diego Housing Federation.  

The Ruby Award recognizes excellence in
affordable housing and community
development, highlighting the
accomplishments of people, agencies and
developments that work to ensure all San
Diegans, regardless of income, have a safe,
stable place they can afford to call home.

The Ruby Award is not the first
recognition for this development. Paradise
Creek also received a Silver Catalyst Award
for California’s Sustainable Strategies Pilot
Program and was selected as one of five
federal Sustainable Communities
Partnership Pilots in the country by the
Environmental Protection Agency, in
partnership with HUD and the Department
of Transportation.

The Paradise Creek community is part of
the LEED-Neighborhood Development
Sustainable Certification Program,
recognizing the value of healthy and
walkable communities. 

Paradise Creek is a pedestrian- and
transit-oriented affordable development in
the Westside of National City. The
development creates pedestrian and bike
connections to existing transit and
remediated existing contamination on the
development site. 

Smart City Education Center
Opens At Chula Vista Library
Innovation Station

The city of Chula Vista, San Diego Gas &
Electric and the Chula Vista Elementary

School District recently unveiled the Smart
City Education Center at the Chula Vista
Public Library. 

Smart City is an innovative space
designed for students to learn about solar
panels, wind turbines, energy-efficient
buildings, electric vehicles, energy lingo
such as “peak demand” and much more. 

“This is a wonderful, collaborative effort
to help inspire the next generation of
science, technology, engineering, and math
students,” said Scott Crider, vice president
of customer services for SDG&E. “We need
locally grown talent to help us build smart
grids, smart cars, smart homes, and smart
cities to improve our lives and
communities.”

The Smart City Education Center is part
of the Innovation Station, a maker space
and community lab inspired by Qualcomm
Thinkabit Lab. The lab hosts sixth graders
practically every day of the year for STEAM
learning. STEAM stands for science,
technology, engineering, arts and math. The
new education center builds upon Chula
Vista’s ongoing Smart City initiatives and
partnership with the Chula Vista Elementary
School District. 

“Our flagship library just keeps getting
better and better,” said Chula Vista Mayor
Mary Casillas Salas. “This innovative new
Smart City program allows us to showcase
the important work we’ve been doing to
provide a learning space that aims to inspire
students to learn important skills to achieve
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NATIONAL CITY

CHULA VISTA

Improved traffic flow will help get
commuters and visitors in and out
of Coronado during rush hour and
times when traffic is heavy due to

special events.

Paradise Creek’s design encourages
community connection with the

neighborhood.

Housed in the basement of the
library at 365 F Street, the

education center features colorful,
comic-book style murals and

interactive elements on its stairwell,
walls, and hallways that inspire
students to become “masters of

sustainability,” rather than “masters
of disaster.” 
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Collaboration (continued from front page)

and how she taps into her military
background to grow confidence in, and
shape the lives of the young girls.

Woolston spoke to what the future of
autonomy means for our region and the
rest of the world, highlighting how well
Chula Vista is positioned to support the
growth of the industry with their robust
workforce and new unmanned aerial
vehicle site.

Challenges (continued from front page)

Dedina also talked about the importance
or working together to move the economy
forward, as well as how he’s working on
bettering Imperial Beach and making it
possible for people of all socioeconomic
classes to succeed in the beach town. Salas
agreed with Dedina, adding that small
businesses are the economic drivers and
vital components to keeping towns unique. 

Valderrama spoke to the steps the Port is
taking to bring tourism to South County,
including the new Bayfront addition that’s
coming to Chula Vista. He said the Port
alone could not have made it happen
without the partnerships of elected officials
and city staff in Chula Vista.

Another notable speaker at the event was
Pearl Harbor survivor Stuart Hedley. Hedley
recalled his firsthand experience of the
events that unfolded that day and reminded
the many High Tech High students in the
audience to stay in school and get an
education.

in school and the workforce.”

Our International Border Must
Remain An Economic Engine
By Supervisor Greg Cox

As a border mega region, San Diego and
Tijuana share a thriving economy and
international commerce.

For example, our San Ysidro Port of
Entry is recognized as one of the busiest
land border crossings in the world.
Additionally, our Tecate and Otay Mesa
Ports of Entry bring $29.8 billion worth of
goods each year in both directions. 

These ports create jobs that are
indispensable to our San Diego region.

That’s why I recently joined with San
Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer, Tijuana
Mayor Juan Manuel Gastélum and
numerous border elected officials and
community business leaders to advocate for
the removal of barriers to trade and
commerce under the current renegotiation
of NAFTA.

Our international border is and must
remain an economic engine for our region,
and for our nation, so that we can continue
to grow the economy and create more jobs.

That means we must ensure that the
renegotiation of NAFTA includes a focus on
what both nations can do to build and
improve critical infrastructure all along the
border, especially at our shared
international border.

But while that includes roads and border
crossings, it should also include water and
sewer infrastructure that prevents pollution
and sewage from flowing into South County
cities, parks and beaches.

We can develop our economies without
sacrificing our environment and the public’s
health. 

As a County Supervisor whose district
includes this richly diverse and thriving
border, I’ve worked to bring improve and
expand border roads and infrastructure and
modernize our ports of entry. Now, as we
begin critical renegotiations on NAFTA, I
will continue to fight for a robust economy
and good paying jobs.

COUNTY

The Southwestern Community College
District Governing Board and South
County EDC hosted a Community

Reception in September to welcome
the new Superintendent and
President Dr. Kindred Murillo.

Working Committees
of the SCEDC

Transportation and
Infrastructure

Marketing and Membership
Workforce and Education

Loan & Finance 
Public Policy

For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:

South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143

SCEDC@SouthCountyEDC.com

The South County Economic
Development Council is funded in part
by grants from the cities of Chula Vista,
Coronado, Imperial Beach, National
City and San Diego, the County of
San Diego and the Port of San Diego

as well as our members.



Brown Field Awarded
Federal Funds

The Federal Aviation Administration has announced that two
grants totaling nearly $14 million were awarded to projects in San
Diego. They’re part of a $318.1 million package of grants to 78
airports in 34 states to provide infrastructure upgrades.

The FAA said $8 million will be spent to mitigate noise for around
715 people who live in the area of Lindbergh Field. Also, $5.7
million will be used to repair the longest of two east-west runways at
Brown Field, the municipal airport near the U.S.-Mexico border.

“The airport improvement program helps to maintain our
aviation infrastructure and supports safety, capacity, security and
environmental improvements,” said Transportation Secretary Elaine
Chao. “This is an important investment in these airports and the
economic vitality of their respective communities.”

San Diego officials have been making progress to spur
development at Brown Field in recent years, including approval of a
sprawling project that includes airplane hangars, industrial
buildings, retail space and restaurants. The four-phase project, which
could take two decades to build out, could get under way by the end
of this year.
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Propel San Diego partners reached out to National
Defense Industry conference attendees, sharing what

San Diego has to offer their companies. Pictured in the
back are James Sly of the East County EDC, Cindy

Gompper-Graves of the South County EDC and Jesse
Gipe of the San Diego Regional EDC. Front row is Brooke

Anderson, South County EDC, Libby Day, city of San
Diego, and Leanne Anderson, San Diego Military

Affairs Council.

Mainfreight Signs At Siempre
Viva Business Park In Otay Mesa
Murphy Development Company has signed a lease with Mainfreight
to occupy 24,050 square feet in its recently completed 121,970-
square-foot speculative Building 18 at the 2.1 million-square-foot
Siempre Viva Business Park in Otay Mesa.  Lusardi Construction
Company completed the building in late 2016.  It was the first
speculative building completed in Otay Mesa since 2006.

Mainfreight is a logistics company based in New Zealand with
over 240 locations globally.  

Murphy has begun construction on the final Class A industrial
Building 17 at Siempre Viva Business Park, a 79,050-square-foot spec
building.  Building 17 will also include state-of-the-art industrial
features, making it ideal for manufacturing and distribution
companies.  Construction on the building will take approximately six
months with completion of the building anticipated by the end of
this year.  

The concrete tilt-up Building 18 features a 32-foot
minimum clear height, concrete truck courts and high

dock door ratios.  

Anthem Rev
Foundation for Economic

Justice
Glorietta Bay Inn

Grass Roots Resources
Groundswell Brewery

Maddafer Enterprises
Mitsubishi Cement
Outside the Lens

Sea 180
Univision
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The Pioneer Award, sponsored by Imperial Beach, was
presented to Bob Koerber of BAE Systems. Under Koerber’s

leadership, BAE Systems, the third largest defense contractor in
the world, recently opened an office in Chula Vista for 200 of
its San Diego-based employees. While Bob believed he had
found the perfect location, he was turned down 25 times after
presentations to his corporate office. He did not give up and,
following his 26th presentation, the new office location

was approved.

The Corky McMillin Best of South County Award, which since its
inception has been sponsored by McMillin, was presented to
the Sweetwater Authority. For four decades, Sweetwater
Authority has been providing safe, reliable water to South
County residents. In 2017, Sweetwater completed its new
drought-proof water supply facility, which costs less than

purchased water and uses less energy than imported water by
using solar panels to fully power the facility and reduce its

carbon footprint. 

The Marilyn Lassman, Golden Dedication Lifetime Achievement
Award, sponsored by Tony McCune, was awarded to Eddy
Brikho. Eddy is a champion for his community and is

continually giving back. Brikho is dedicated to the youth in
National City, donating to student ASBs and athletic clubs of
local schools. He adopts more than 500 families annually for

Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

SDG&E presented the Regional Leadership Award to Paola
Avila of the San Diego Regional Chamber. Avila is focused on
advancing bi-national relationships and commerce within the
U.S. and Mexico, and is dedicated to an efficient border and

robust cross-border business climate.

US Bank sponsored the Outstanding Corporate Citizen award,
which was presented to Luisa McCarthy of La Vista Memorial
Park. McCarthy uses the park’s rich history as well as the
cultural diversity of its surrounding communities to organize

events that are offered at no cost to the public. 

The Bi-National Endeavor Award, sponsored by the Port of San
Diego, was presented to Denice Garcia, director of international
affairs for the office of San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer.

Garcia led the effort to convene border mayors from across the
U.S. to sign a formal resolution pledging support for
international trade and the renegotiation of NAFTA. 
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Elected officials, economists and business leaders gathered to discuss development of the South Bay and Baja region at the
South County Economic Development Council’s 27th Annual Economic Summit in mid-September.

The Summit is the largest public forum the South County EDC holds annually.


