
South County and East County
economic development councils jointly
hosted a Disaster Preparedness Forum in
early February where businesses learned
how to properly prepare for a disaster,
both natural and man-made.

Experts in the field of emergency
services, utility services, law enforcement
and officials from the county gathered
with more than 100 business owners to
discuss topics such as El Nino,
earthquakes, tsunamis, risk assessment
and liability, power outages, cyber security
and active shooters.  Attendees were
provided with information and resources
to educate their employees and families

regarding emergency situations. 
“Running a business is hard,” said

County Supervisor Greg Cox. “It’s even
harder when you have to deal with an
emergency. That’s why we thought it
would be a good idea to have this forum
and invite various subject experts to talk
about what businesses can do before,
during and after a disaster.”

The active shooter presentation
provided business owners with tips on
how to spot warning signs including
unusual behaviors and motivations behind
disgruntled employees. Business owners
were encouraged to relay messages to
employees to be prepared to run, hide or
fight in the case of an active shooter
situation. 

“Turn around, don’t drown,” said Sarah
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South County Business
Owners Learn How To

Prepare For A Wide Array
Of Disasters

Several New
Projects Coming
To IB As City
Celebrates Its

60th Anniversary 
City Mark Development has begun

construction on a mixed-use project on
Seacoast Drive, along the ocean in
Imperial Beach, that will provide new
commercial space and 14 residential units
with an ocean view. The project boasts a
million-dollar location, directly across the
street from the Imperial Beach Pier and
the Portwood Pier Plaza.

In addition, Henderson Hospitality,
developers of a new beachfront hotel
along Seacoast Drive, recently held a
community meeting to gather public input
prior to presenting their concept plan to
the Imperial Beach Design Review Board.
The developers are incorporating many of
the suggestions from residents and the
Design Review Board into their proposal
prior to submission to city staff for review.
The new hotel will be located northwest of

Henderson Hospitality is proposing a new hotel along the ocean
in Imperial Beach, the second resort-quality destination to come

to the city in recent years.

(continued on page 4) (continued on page 5)
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CBP Expands SENTRI Hours At Otay Mesa

South County EDC has a long history of
assisting businesses with expansions,
relocations, loans and much more. Today,
our organization of nearly 400 members is
assisting businesses as they prepare for any
possible downturn in the economy or
future setbacks.

At a recent public forum which
concentrated on disaster preparedness,
South County EDC brought together many
experts who presented invaluable
information and best practices for our local
businesses. The information is now

available to all our members. Simply visit
SouthCountyEDC.com. and click on
Disaster Preparedness on the business drop-
down menu. Here you will find a variety of
resources to better prepare your business
for such an event.

A big thanks goes out to our event
sponsors American Medical Response, Cox
Business Solutions, SDG&E, Servpro, Tracey
Rivera State Farm Insurance and East
County Chamber of Commerce. I would
also like to express a special thank you to
the County of San Diego for its support and
generosity.

There are many other resources that are
now made available on the South County
EDC website including business continuity
and business resiliency strategies, cyber
security tips, state and local tax incentive
programs. We pride ourselves with being an
organization that is always willing and
accessible to help all businesses, whether
they be members or not, and ensuring a
prosperous and solid economic future for
our region. Much of our work is now done
with our partners in Baja, which further

solidifies our dedication to our binational
region. Be sure to visit our website often for
additional resources, research studies and
data that can assist your business with
taking the next step to growth and success.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
officials have announced that the vehicle
and pedestrian SENTRI lanes at the Otay
Mesa port of entry will now be open from 4
a.m. until midnight, seven days per week. 

“We are expanding the operating hours
for the SENTRI lanes at Otay Mesa border
crossing in response to increased demand,
and are optimistic that these shorter wait
times will persuade others, who are eligible,
to apply for the Trusted Travel program,”
said Sidney Aki, port director overseeing
operations at the San Ysidro and Otay Mesa
passenger crossings.  “When we are able to
categorize more people as low risk
travelers, coupled with traffic optimization
at the port of entry, we are ensuring
travelers experience better efficiency

through quicker processing times.” 
The Ready and general traffic vehicle and

pedestrian lanes remain open 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. 

At the Otay Mesa port of entry, 22
percent of travelers use the SENTRI lane.
The SENTRI program provides dedicated
vehicle lanes and expedited processing at
various ports of entry on the border for pre-
approved, low-risk travelers.

The Otay Mesa passenger port of entry
hosted the first SENTRI lane in the nation,
opening in 1995. For more information on
the SENTRI program, visit
http://www.cbp.gov/travel/trusted-traveler-
programs/sentry.

Travelers may consult the CBP website
site at http://apps.cbp.gov/bwt/ to monitor

border wait times.  Information is updated
hourly and is useful in planning trips and
identifying periods of light usage and or
shorter waits. Travelers may also monitor
wait time information hourly for the San
Ysidro border station by calling 619-690-
8999, for the Otay Mesa border station by
calling 619-671-8999 and for the Tecate
border station by calling 619-938-8300.

California Retina Association
Chula Vista YMCA

Voit
Green Realty

Southern California Artisan Food

Monica Montañ  o
Chairwoman of the Board

26th Annual Economic Summit
Friday, September 30   , 2016

8:00 am – 2:00 pm
San Diego Convention Center

The South County EDC’s Annual
Economic Summit gathers over 400
business and community leaders.

Sponsored by SDG&E
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Port Of San Diego Developing
New Plan For National City
Marina District 

The Port of San Diego, in conjunction
with the city of National City, is developing
a new land use plan that will balance
recreational, maritime, and commercial uses
in the National City Marina District. 

The National City bayfront is made up of
303 acres of waterfront land and 182 acres
of water managed by the Port of San Diego.
The area has a tremendous economic
impact on National City, hosting 1,197
direct jobs and generating $444 million in
direct business output. 

Major assets in this area include the
National City Marine Terminal, Pepper Park,
Pier 32 Marina, the highly anticipated
Waterfront Adventure Center opening soon,
and many pieces of valuable public art. 

The area is currently designated for
three primary purposes, each deserving of
their own space and resources:

• Maritime – Includes shipbuilding and
repair, processing plants and marine
terminal operations. National City Marine
Terminal is a critical centerpiece in the
global movement of goods to and from the
San Diego region.

• Commercial Recreation – Includes
hotels, restaurants, specialty shopping, and
pleasure craft marinas.  

• Public Access – Includes parks, plazas,
public accessways, vista points and
recreational activities.  

The new land use plan is expected to
achieve three objectives: add two to three
acres of park space to the Marina District,
optimize maritime operations and maximize
commercial redevelopment opportunities. 

Chula Vista City Council
Unanimously Approves Plan For
Binational University 

The Chula Vista City Council recently

approved an innovative plan that would
create a 375-acre campus shared by a
leading university from the United States
and one from Mexico in the city’s east side,
just 4 miles from the border. The City
Council unanimously authorized a
consulting group to pursue higher
education institutions that would share the
campus and offer bilingual, bicultural and
binational degrees.

The City Council expressed interest in
having a campus that meets the needs of
young people who live in South County and
who seek careers and professional training
to take advantage of the opportunities
available in this binational region.

At a council meeting earlier this year, the
consulting group U3 Advisors presented a
series of recommendations that would lead
to the creation of a binational university.
With the council’s endorsement, the group
will continue its efforts to secure a United
States-based university willing to participate
in the project. Once that occurs, the group
will focus on securing a Mexican institution.
The firm plans to reach out to world-
renowned universities, which offer the
potential to spark economic development
in the cross-border region.

8th Street Smart Growth
Revitalization Completed

What began with undergrounding of
overhead utilities on East 8th Street
between National City Boulevard and
Highland Avenue and traffic-calming
measures on this main thoroughfare, has
resulted in a new vibrant entrance to the
South County’s second-oldest city.  

Streetscape enhancements on 8th Street
between Harbor Drive and Highland Avenue
include enhanced crosswalks, new, wider
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(continued on page 4)

PORT OF SAN DIEGO

CHULA VISTA

NATIONAL CITY

New colorful banners on historic-
looking light posts now greet
shoppers along 8th Street in

National City.

The Chula Vista City Council is engaging leading universities in
both United States and Mexico to create a joint binational campus

on 375 acres in eastern Chula Vista.
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sidewalks, new historic-style lighting,
dramatic drought-tolerant landscaping,
decorative benches, trash receptacles, bike
racks and historic banners.

In addition, the city recently completed
the A Avenue “Green Street” revitalization
project, which included portions of A
Avenue between East 8th Street and Kimball
Park. Initially conceived in order to treat
urban storm water runoff prior to entering
the storm drain system and discharging into
Paradise Creek, the project came with
additional benefits, including enhanced
crosswalks with pedestrian refuge islands
and sidewalk corner pop-outs for traffic
calming, decomposed granite walking paths
through Kimball Park; a new gateway plaza
with permeable pavers adjacent to National
City Public Library; and an educational
creek-themed art wall.

New Smart Parking Meters
Installed

The city of Coronado has finished
installing 500 new smart parking meters
that reset the time when someone leaves a
space, prevent meter-feeding so a vehicle
can’t stay in the spot all day and accept
credit card payments. 

A processing fee of 35 cents is charged
for credit card payments to recover the
costs charged by the meter vendor and
banks that process the transactions. Drivers,

not taxpayers, will absorb the cost and be
given the opportunity to accept or decline
the transaction. 

Complaints were received about people
feeding the meters and staying in a spot all
day, limiting parking for shoppers and
visitors. The city tested the new smart
meters last year and found them to be
successful. 

The cost to park will not change, it is
still 25 cents per hour.

New County Projects Coming To
South County 
By Supervisor Greg Cox

The New Year is off to a flying start for
the county of San Diego, and a slate of
projects are coming on line that will not
only serve residents, but create jobs and
invest in the local economy. 

Some of those projects are right here in
South County, starting with a new South
Bay Family Resource Center that we hope to
open this spring in National City. This
87,000-square-foot center will consolidate
new offices for military and veterans, child
support and in-home supportive services,
and move some county employees from an
older, leased facility on Bay Boulevard.

In Imperial Beach, construction has
started on a new county branch library that
is expected to open later this year. The
14,000-square-foot facility will be three
times the size of the old building and will
include a 2,000-square-foot community

room.
The library will capture the small, beach

town feel of Imperial Beach with a wavy
roof, a surfboard sidewalk and a lifeguard
tower entrance. And it will be a Zero Net
Energy building, meaning that the building
will generate renewable energy equal to its
power consumption.   

A smaller project that will have a big
benefit comes with the installation of a 24/7
Library to Go kiosk in Chula Vista, which
will allow people to check out county
library books any time. 

These county projects will add to the
exciting list of private developments that
are also being planned, including the
Bikeway Village in Imperial Beach to service
the Bayshore Bikeway at the southern end
of San Diego Bay. 

Together, these projects will spur South
County’s economic turnaround, bringing
more jobs, spending and visitors to our
area. It’s an exciting time to live and work
in South County.

PAGE 4

(continued from Page 3)

Diseaster Prep (continued from front page)

CORONADO

New smart parking meters in
Coronado are expected to increase

the availability of parking spaces for
shoppers.

COUNTY

Agahi, while discussing steps to be El Nino
ready. Sarah discussed utilizing county
resources like ReadySanDiego.gov to access
live flood control webcams and locations to
pick up sandbags. 

Event title sponsor SDG&E provided
information on how to prepare for a power
outage. SDG&E provided attendees with
emergency hand-crank flashlights and safety
tips to educate their families and
employees. 

Servpro was on-site offering businesses a
free Emergency Ready Profile. This amenity
includes a survey of your business property
and a concise profile containing critical
information in case of an emergency.
Businesses interested in this free profile can
visit servpro.com/ready to sign up.
Additional sponsors included American
Medical Response, Cox Business Solutions,
Tracey Rivera State Farm Insurance and East
County Chamber of Commerce.
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Imperial Beach (continued from front page)
the intersection of Imperial Beach Blvd. and
Seacoast Drive. 

At the other end of town, a ground-
breaking ceremony was recently held at the
northern terminus of 13th Street for the
much-anticipated Bikeway Village. This one-
of-a-kind project will potentially include
restaurants, a bicycle shop, a youth hostel
and some other service businesses along the
Bayshore Bikeway at the southern end of
San Diego Bay.  

To celebrate the city’s 60th birthday, two
new events are planned this year, including
an event with sister city Rosarito Beach.
Fiesta Del Mar will be held on April 30 and
is intended to bring Rosarito Beach, Mexico,
to Imperial Beach for a day. There will be
food and music from south of the border in
Portwood Pier Plaza the entire day.

The Tour of California Am Gen Bicycle
Race will come through Imperial Beach on
May 15. There will be a sprint portion of the
race along Seacoast Drive that will be an
exciting “race within the race.” 

In addition, the second-annual Global
Wellness Day will be held at the Pier South
Hotel on June 11. There are many classes
and events based on healthy living and
eating in connection with the event and the
annual Symphony by the Sea will return to
Imperial Beach on October 8 at Portwood
Pier Plaza.

Construction at the Mexican Port of Entry requires several changes to Otay
Mesa roads leading to the border. The changes shown here are now in effect
and will remain throughout the construction period. All trucks traveling to

Mexico must exit at La Media Road. South of Airway Road, La Media will now
only provide one-way access to the border for trucks. Passenger vehicles are
not allowed. The right lane of La Media will be for empty trucks and the left

lane will be for loaded trucks. Siempre Viva Road will be closed on both sides
of La Media and will no longer be a through street.

WORDS

I joined this wonderful

organization because I am

excited about the future of

South County and want to

be a part of it.

Rob Pedersen
City National Bank

“

”

SAN DIEGO

For Business Assistance Call (619) 424-5143
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Local Job Fair To Assist Expanding
Workforce Needs Of South County

Businesses
The 5th Annual Career Pathways to Success Job Fair will be held

in National City on April 13.  The South County Career Center is
hosting the Job Fair in partnership with the city of National City and
the National City Chamber of Commerce.  

Focusing on high demand industries such as maritime,
hospitality, and health care, the job fair will attract a broad range of
qualified candidates to fill current open positions for South County
employers. 

If your business is ready to expand its workforce, this is a great
venue to find that perfect employee.  For more information contact
Diane Rose at the South County Career Center. She can be reached
via email at Dianer@workforce.org.

PAGE 6

South Bay Family YMCA
Expanding In Chula Vista

The South Bay Family YMCA is undergoing a $2 million
renovation at its facility in Rancho del Rey, which will be completed
this spring. Renovations include new locker rooms with the addition
of a family changing area, new state-of-the-art fitness equipment,
resurfacing of the pool and deck, reconfiguration of the fitness
centers and teen center.  

YMCA facilities in the South County include the Rancho del Rey
location, the Eastlake YMCA and Sports Complex, the Border View
Family YMCA, and Camp Surf in Imperial Beach.

A new facility is planned in western Chula Vista, to be called
Bayside YMCA at the Feaster Elementary School campus. A capital
campaign is under way to raise $10 million for this investment in the
community.

The YMCA has a national goal of reducing rates of obesity,
chronic disease, drowning and crime through education and
prevention activities. In addition, youth from low-income families
often start school unprepared and continue to fall behind without
proper interventions. That “gap” is known as the Achievement Gap.
The YMCA has launched Achievement Gap Signature Programs to
increase our capacity to support the holistic development of low-
income children so they can be successful in school and life. The Y
has something for everyone and involves youth, adults, families and
senior

Last year’s Career Pathways to Success Job Fair drew
more than 500 job applicants with many of the

participating companies reporting a high level of
satisfaction with the quality and skills of the job seekers.

www.SouthCountyEDC.com

The YMCA employs close to 1,000 people in the South
County and is currently the 3rd largest employer in the
South County region. More than 72,000 South County
residents are served annually at the Y, including more
than 30,000 youth, with programs on every elementary

school campus in Chula Vista and National City. 

WORDS

It would be short sighted to do business in
the South Bay and not be part of an

organization that adds so much to the
success of business in the region.

Kevin O’Neill
Media 3 Communications

“
”
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A project that was a dream of South County EDC board
members some 15 years ago is now a reality.  Passengers flying
out of Tijuana’s Rodriguez International Airport can now access
the airport from a sky bridge on the U.S. side of the
international border.

The Cross Border Xpress opened at the end of last year and
is already boasting more than 2,000 visitors a day.  

Of the 4.7 million passengers using the Tijuana airport
annually, about 60 percent were traveling to or from Southern
California. By paying the toll to use the sky bridge, travelers will
save time and avoid congestion at the Otay Mesa and San Ysidro

ports of entry.
At the CBX terminal you can park, buy airline tickets, print

boarding passes, buy and print CBX tickets, shop duty free, and
dine. If you are coming into San Diego from the Tijuana Airport,
buses, taxis, shuttles and Uber are available as well.

Aeromexico, Aeromexico Connect, Interjet, VivaAerobus,
Volaris and Aero Calafia provide customer assistance at the CBX
terminal.

To use the CBX sky bridge, you must have an airline boarding
pass and a ticket, currently priced at $12 per person.

Cross Border Terminal Now Open
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Hundreds Welcome New
Sweetwater Union High School

District Superintendent
South County EDC and Southwestern College hosted a welcome

reception for the new Sweetwater Union High School District
Superintendent, Dr. Karen Janney. More than 100 community and
business leaders attended the event in February.

“These meet and greet receptions are a great opportunity to
network and ensure communication between businesses and
education, as we strive to bring South County businesses the future
employees with the skill sets they need,” said Cindy Gompper-
Graves, president and CEO of South County EDC. 

“We have been working on this theme of building transparency,
collaboration and trust across the district and within the
community,” said Dr. Janney.  “A quote that guides our thinking is
an African proverb that’s says ‘If you want to go fast, go alone, if you
want to go far, go together’.”

Nick Inzunza, Dr. Melinda Nish, Dr. Karen Janney and
Norma Hernandez were the speakers at the recent

reception at Southwestern College.

The South County Economic Development Council is funded in
part by grants from the cities of Chula Vista, Coronado,

Imperial Beach, National City and San Diego, the County of
San Diego and the Port of San Diego as well as our members.

Several new members of the South County EDC recently
enjoyed a reception in Imperial Beach, courtesy of

California Bank & Trust and the city of Imperial Beach.

WORDS

I joined the South County EDC because I

recognized the value it would bring to me and

my company. I already received the return on

my membership investment and I've only been

a member for a couple of weeks.

Eric Rimmele
Southern California Artisan Food

“

”
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