
The Board of Port Commissioners has
selected RIDA Development Corp. to enter
into negotiations to develop a destination
resort and convention center on the Chula
Vista Bayfront. A resort hotel on the
property is expected to provide 1,400 to
1,600 hotel rooms and approximately
400,000 square feet of convention space.
This world-class convention-oriented hotel
fronting San Diego Bay will be the
centerpiece of the Chula Vista Bayfront. 

The Chula Vista Bayfront is one of the
last great waterfront development
opportunities in California and will create

a legacy destination for the public. It will
transform 535 acres on San Diego Bay into
a world-class destination for domestic and
international visitors alike. When built out,
it will have more than 200 acres of parks
and other public space along with the
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Negotiate Chula Vista Bayfront
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Planning Your
Trip Across the
Border Just Got

Easier
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The Port of San Diego has entered into negotiations with RIDA Development
Corp. to develop the Chula Vista Bayfront.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
has launched a Border Wait Time app,
making it easier for travelers to plan their
trip across the border. The app provides
estimated wait times and open lane status
at land ports of entry, allowing travelers to
make an informed decision of where and
when to cross the border. 

Travelers can download the app for free
from Apple’s App Store and Google Play.
Wait times for pedestrian and passenger
and commercial vehicle crossings are
broken down by lane type (standard,
SENTRI, NEXUS, FAST, Ready Lane, etc.). 

The app is a one-stop shop for cross
border travel. Travelers can locate the
three ports of entry closest to their

With the recent Board action,
the Chula Vista Bayfront is one

step closer to reality.
We are delighted to begin
negotiations with RIDA

Development Corporation. 

–Port Commissioner
Ann Moore
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Chula Vista Kicks Off 2015 with
Economic Momentum  

While Chula Vista works to advance
major projects like the bayfront and
university, other local businesses that are
vital to the economy continue to grow.
Sales taxes from restaurants are the second-
largest sales tax generator in Chula Vista –
after consumer goods. These numbers
should increase with the addition of several
new restaurants in the city. The new
eateries include La Tequila, 89 Bonita Road,
part of the Karina's Seafood restaurant
group; Agave Coffee & Café at Third Avenue
and H Street;  Filippi's Pizza Grotto
EastLake, 871 Showroom Place, and Chef
Flor's Zarco Cocina de Baja at 277 Third
Avenue. In addition to a good response
from residents and visitors, these new
restaurants also have received accolades in
the local press for their cuisine, décor and
ambiance.  

Pacific Northwest grocery chain Haggen
announced that it has entered into an
agreement to acquire 146 stores as part of
the divestment process brought about by
the Albertson’s and Safeway merger. Twenty-
five of the stores to be acquired are in San
Diego County with three in Chula Vista. The
Vons stores at 505 Telegraph Canyon Road,
360 East H Street, and 870 Third Avenue
will become Haggen stores. Haggen will
convert all of the acquired Albertsons and
Safeway stores in phases during the first
half of 2015. All Albertson’s and
Safeway/Vons store employees will have the
opportunity to become employees of
Haggen as their individual stores are
transitioned to the Haggen banner. Haggen
plans to retain the current store
management teams. 

To help businesses reduce their
environmental impact and save money, the
city of Chula Vista offers its CLEAN program
to help businesses conserve energy and
water, prevent pollution, and recycle. City
staff can help your business develop and
implement practices that work for you. For

more information, visit
www.chulavistaca.gov/clean.

Bicycles Travel More Easily in
National City

A number of traffic improvements in
National City are making it easier for bicycle
riders to travel through the community.
Green-colored bike boxes have been
painted in the road at several signalized
intersections along “D” Avenue, 4th Street
and 18th Street. The purpose of the green
bike boxes, which are located at the front of
a signalized intersection, just before the
crosswalk, are to provide a highly visible,
designated waiting area for cyclists to allow
them to get out in front of vehicles when
the traffic signal turns from red to green.
These unique roadway markings are the
first of their kind approved for use in
California. Pending the results of the
experimentation process, which includes
extensive data collection, these types of
boxes may eventually be incorporated into
the California Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices for use by other agencies
statewide.

Another recent traffic enhancement is
reverse angle parking, which provides
drivers a clear line of site to check for other
vehicles and cyclists prior to exiting from
the parking space.

Additionally, National City recently

partnered with A Reason to Survive, a
National City-based, non-profit that runs
creative programs for youth facing adversity,
local artist Roman De Salvo, and
Sweetwater High School to design and
fabricate artistic and functional bike racks. 

New Eateries Stimulating
Coronado’s Local Economy

Coronado welcomed a spate of new
eateries this year that have provided
residents and visitors some new dining
choices and the city a substantial investment
by business in the community. Opening
within the last year are Bluewater
Boathouse Seafood Grill, Stake Chophouse
& Bar, Islander and High Tide Bottle Shop
& Kitchen, the latter of which is better
described as a take-out kitchen.  Also
opening this year was The Cupcake Store
and More.

Additionally, a new Japanese Teppanyaki-
style restaurant, Shima, and Fire + Fly
Artisan Pizzas are currently under
construction. Shima, whose chefs cook
meals on large grills in front of diners, is
expected to open within the next few
months. Fire + Fly will take the place of
another pizzeria on Orange and also should
be opening soon.

In the 25 years since its founding, the
South County EDC has advocated for this
region, worked to bring businesses and jobs
to the area and has supported local
businesses with grants and incentives. The
South County has experienced tremendous
growth in the past 25 years, but there’s still
more work to be done. I am so proud to be
a part of this organization as it embarks on
its 26th year and when we will collectively
roll up our sleeves to implement a new
vision for the region.

The South County EDC recently
unveiled its Visioning Project Strategic Plan,
a complete five-year, strategic, economic
development plan for San Diego’s South
County. The Visioning Project --  modeled
after Our Greater San Diego Vision -- was
launched in July 2013 and included focus
groups, community workshops, outside
research, expert interviews and a survey,
which had more than 4,500 respondents. 

In 2015, we will begin the work to
implement our Visioning Project

Strategic Plan.
The Visioning Project outlines action

items based on opportunities in key
industry clusters, each of which will get our
attention in 2015 and beyond. The industry
clusters include aerospace, maritime-related
industries, tourism, advanced
manufacturing, health care and food
processing distribution. South County
EDC’s new strategies are expected to
expand international trade and commerce,
promote the innovation cluster, grow the
tourism industry and build on these specific
industry clusters. 

This strategic plan will build on the
synergy of South County’s many projects,
which include Brown Field, the Cross-
Border Terminal and the Chula Vista
Bayfront. It focuses on investment
opportunities and job creation, with an
emphasis on being a binational region. The
South County is poised for an economic
boom.

Please consider joining one of our key

committees in 2015, where the work will
begin to implement our strategic plan.

Xema Jacobson, Chairwoman of the Board
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French Delegation Explores Business Opportunities in Baja California
A French delegation visited Tijuana in

December with the purpose of
strengthening trade, education, cultural and
innovation ties between French companies
and Baja California, one of Mexico’s leading
states in the advanced manufacturing field.
The delegation included representatives
from the French embassy in Mexico and was
led by the French Ambassador to Mexico
Maryse Bossière.

During a press roundtable, Ambassador
Bossière commented that this year marks
the 50th anniversary of Charles de
Gaulles´s first visit to Mexico. She added
that during President François Hollande’s
official visit to Mexico in April, 43 treaties
were signed with the aim to foster

economic development, innovation and
education between the two countries.

During their visit, the delegation met
with Tijuana’s mayor and attended the
forum “France and Baja California Innovate”
as a way to share cultural experiences as
well as common challenges. The delegation
met with members of the urban
development and renewable energy
industries as well as representatives in the
fields of professional service, education, arts
and culture.

After the forum, Tijuana EDC held a
meeting to discuss business development
opportunities in Tijuana, highlighting the
city’s leading position in high technology
industries such as aerospace and medical

devices. Christian Tagliaprieta, Tijuana
EDC’s vice president, commented that
Tijuana holds the largest number of firms
and highest numbers of employees in
Mexico, for both sectors. The presentation
also mentioned successful operations of
French companies in the city such as Zodiac
Aerospace, Shneider, Asteel Flash, Saint
Gobain, and Custom Sensors &
Technologies, which runs a financial
services office in Tijuana. 

As a next step, France Commercial
Service in Mexico, Ubifrance, is organizing a
business mission in March 2015, inviting
French manufacturing companies looking to
supply to the local industry.

CHULA VISTA

NATIONAL CIT Y

CORONADO

Motivated students from Sweetwater
High’s Welding Academy were

selected each semester to participate
in creating new bike racks, two of
which are shown here in front of

City Hall.

Local restaurant operator, Blue
Bridge Hospitality, opened Stake
Chophouse & Bar just before the
holidays and hopes it will draw

locals as well as folks from across
the bay to the 50-seat restaurant

specializing in 21-day dry aged beef.

The South County Economic Development Council
is funded in part by grants from the cities of

Chula Vista, Coronado, Imperial Beach, National City
and San Diego, the County of San Diego and

the Port of San Diego as well as our members.



location and then map the best route to
the crossing of their choice. 

The app was developed by CBP and
does not require individuals to register or
provide any personal information. CBP
does not store or have access to any
information regarding travelers using the
app.

The Border Wait Time app is just one
example of CBP’s effort to create a
traveler-friendly processing environment.
CBP recently enrolled more than three
million travelers in trusted traveler
programs such as Global Entry, NEXUS
and SENTRI. These programs allow CBP
officers to process travelers safely and
efficiently while enhancing security and
reducing operational costs.

In the last few years, Coronado also has
seen the openings of Leroy’s Kitchen +
Lounge, Saiko Sushi, Nicky Rottens, ENO
Pizzeria & Wine Bar and Fabrison’s French
Creperie & Café. For Coronado, this adds
up to more options for diners and a dose of
confidence from businesses in our local
economy.

Site Work Begun on Breakwater
Shopping Center

It’s a good day on Palm Avenue! After a
lot of hard work and cooperation between
the city and Sudberry Development, the
developers for the Breakwater Town Center
at 9th and Palm, Sudberry is moving
forward on site preparations for the project.
Although actual construction is a bit farther
down the road, residents have witnessed
pre-tested fill soil being moved onto and
around the project site, with measures in
place to control and minimize dust from
leaving the site. The Breakwater Town
Center will draw many new businesses,
employment opportunities and sales tax to
help Imperial Beach’s financial picture

Completion Of Major
Construction Phase In San Ysidro
Celebrated

The U.S. General Services Administration
recently hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony
for Phase 1B of the $741 million San Ysidro
Land Port of Entry modernization and
realignment project. Civic leaders from both
sides of the border gathered to celebrate
the completion of this critical phase of
construction, which included the
construction of a new secondary vehicle
inspection area, secured storage, and an
84,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art
headhouse that acts as the port’s
operational nerve center.

“This project will not only speed the
processing of vehicles and eventually the
processing of pedestrians,” said Regional

Administrator Ruth Cox, “it also plays an
important role in stimulating the local
economy through job creation and the
employment of small businesses.”

Cox said that more than 1,500 workers
were employed in Phase 1B and small
businesses were awarded 55 percent of
subcontracts, exceeding GSA’s goal of 41
percent.

For the estimated 50,000 northbound
vehicles crossing from Mexico into the U.S.
each day, the northbound primary vehicle
inspection lane and booth improvements
are arguably the most impactful component
of Phase 1B. An increase of inspection
booths from 24 to 46 over 25 lanes has
helped to dramatically reduce northbound
vehicle wait times from three to four hours
to as little as 40 minutes during peak times
at the world’s busiest land border crossing.

“By allowing for the free flow of goods
and work across the border,” said San Diego
Mayor Kevin Faulconer, “the San Ysidro Port
of Entry is a critical link for thousands of
people to access jobs and opportunities in
both Mexico and America.”

Councilmember David Alvarez is proud
to have been a part of a bipartisan effort to
support the ongoing San Ysidro Port of
Entry project, and recently fought to secure
funding for Phase 3 of the development. 

“The San Ysidro Port of Entry is an
economic engine for the binational region
of San Diego and Tijuana,” said

Councilmember Alvarez. “As a frequent
traveler across the border, I look forward to
the additional enhancements that Phase 3
will bring.”

Spending Public Dollars Wisely,
Locally
By Supervisor Greg Cox

The San Diego region is rich in diversity,
with unique neighborhoods and
communities of interest with specific needs.
But there is one thing we can all agree on
and that is the need to create jobs and spur
economic development in San Diego.

That’s why I joined a delegation of San
Diego elected officials and business and
community leaders on a trip to Washington,
D.C., in September designed to do just that.
The annual trip is organized by the San
Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce
under the banner “One Region, One Voice
Mission to Washington, D.C.”

A large contingent of San Diego leaders
went to our nation's capital to make an
impact on legislation and regulation that
affects your business. There were many
issues we raised with federal legislators and
their staff. But one of the underlying themes
was economic development.

We met with the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative to emphasize that trade with
Mexico has a major impact on commerce in
San Diego, due to our proximity to the
border and our shared interests. 

At the General Services Administration,
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(continued from Page 3) Bayfront (continued from front page)we talked about the need to fully fund the
San Ysidro Port of Entry modernization and
expansion project and make it work for
both the community and the region. The
project is critical to the region’s ongoing
efforts to promote economic growth,
encourage trade relations, and develop a
strong partnership with Mexico. We also
discussed the Cross Border Terminal to the
Tijuana International Airport and moving
forward on the Otay Mesa II border
crossing due to the economic impact of
border crossing wait times.

We advocated for a dedicated crossing
for bicycles at Virginia Avenue in San Ysidro
near the Port of Entry. This crossing would
be part of a countywide trail, linking the
border to the Bayshore Bikeway and further
enhancing active transportation in the
community.

To address air travel, we discussed the
need to restore nonstop air service between
San Diego and Washington National Airport.
And we met with the Navy to talk about
military issues of importance to the region,
including the need to help homeless
veterans.

Many of these issues will not be resolved
right away. But the efforts we make on
these trips lay the groundwork for future
success. The trip was a great way to bring
the region’s leaders together to advocate on
behalf of all San Diegans, as one region,
with one voice.

Dan Malcolm of IB is New Chair
of Port of San Diego Board

The Port of San Diego swore in its 2015
Board of Port Commissioners January 13
and Commissioner Dan Malcolm of Imperial
Beach was sworn in as chairman.
Commissioner Marshall Merrifield is the
new as vice chairman and Commissioner
Dukie Valderrama is secretary. The
ceremony also honored outgoing Chairman
Bob Nelson, who will continue to serve on
the board for another four years.

During his inauguration speech,
incoming Chairman Dan Malcolm outlined

COUNT Y

SAN DIEGO

IMPERIAL BEACH

CBP continues to deploy
technology that enhances the travel

experience at all of our ports of
entry. The launch of this app will
provide travelers crossing the land

border with more information
where and when they need it. 

–Commissioner
R. Gil Kerlikowske

“
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Border Trips (continued from front page)

Improvements at the San Ysidro
Port of Entry have dramatically
reduced wait times for vehicles
crossing into the United States

from Mexico.

PORT OF SAN DIEGO

his vision and announced his theme for the
year ahead, "Port of San Diego: Regional
Economic Engine."

"I chose this
theme because it
highlights the fact
that our Port has a
significant
economic impact
in the San Diego
region far beyond
the Port's

jurisdictional boundaries," Malcolm said.
"I'm very proud of the role our Port plays in
our region's economy with $7.6 billion in
total annual economic impact in 2013
alone."

Malcolm pointed out that the Port has
invested more than $1.7 billion of capital
improvements into the waterfront over the
last 50 years, and underscored the
important task of charting the Port's course
for the next 50 years through the Integrated
Planning process currently under way. He
also noted the openings of the new Lane
Field Park and National City Aquatics Center
as quality-of -life improvements planned for
2015, and discussed the significance
redeveloping the Tenth Avenue Marine
Terminal to further the Port's maritime
business.

Meanwhile, the Port has announced the
launch of a global executive search to fill
the agency's top post. The highly respected
executive recruitment firm Boyden Global
Executive Search has been retained to
recruit and screen prospective qualified
candidates. John A. Bolduc, Harbor Police
Chief and Vice President of Public Safety,
has been serving as Acting Chief Executive
Officer since July. As CEO, Bolduc leads an
organization of more than 500 employees
and an annual budget of $145 million.

hotel.
South County EDC staff along with

staff from the city of Chula Vista recently
toured Chula Vista with officials from
RIDA to show them the area’s assets.
RIDA has developed and owns several
other large-scale hotels including the 720-
room Omni Orlando Resort at
Champions Gate and the 1,400-room
Hilton Orlando. RIDA broke ground in
April 2014 on the 1,000-room Marriott
Marquis Houston which will be attached
to the 1.2 million square foot convention
center. 

SVPR Communications
Simnsa 

Michael Baker International
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Funding Now Available for Wage
Reimbursement Programs

South County Career Center has announced new wage
reimbursement programs for area businesses.  Companies can now
get cash back for every
eligible new employee
hired and trained.
Employers have a
choice of subsidized
employment for new
workers or on-the-job
training programs
funded via South
County Career Center.
Both programs
provide substantial
financial benefits with
wage reimbursements
ranging up to 100
percent for the first
two months or 50
percent for up to 6 months.  

Call the South County Business Services team at 619-628-0300 for
more information on how your company can take advantage of this
unique opportunity to invest in its growth. 

In the 25 years since its inception, the South County Economic
Development Council has worked to build the South Bay region by
developing businesses and bringing people and jobs to the area,
which was once just a field of dreams. A crowd of local elected
officials, business owners and community members celebrated the
South County EDC’s 25th anniversary in November at the Otay
Ranch Town Center. 

Attendees signed a banner and dropped
their business cards into a time capsule, which
will be stored in the Corky McMillin
Companies’ Millenia project. The time capsule
included letters from Casey Tanaka, history
teacher and mayor of Coronado, and Cindy
Gompper-Graves, South County EDC’s
president and CEO; SeaWorld’s 50th
anniversary collectable coin; a DVD of National
City’s 2013 State of the City Address; badges
from National City and the Chula Vista
Bayfront; fliers from South County EDC, South
Bay Expressway and the South Bay Power plant;

a 3D image of Millenia; a

SCEDC Assists With Aerospace
and Advanced Manufacturing Win

The U.S. Department of Commerce has selected Southern
California as one of 12 manufacturing communities to receive the
Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership designation.
The Southern California partnership, called the Advanced
Manufacturing Partnership Southern California or AMP SoCal, was
led by University of South California and includes the counties of
San Diego, Orange, Los Angeles and Ventura. 

This designation will open preferential access to $1.3 billion in
federal assistance for local aerospace and advanced manufacturing in
Southern California and will be a great tool not only for our regional
job creation efforts but across the four counties.

CONNECT led the San Diego County initiative with an assist from
South County EDC as well as Biocom, city of San Diego, East County
Economic Development Council, North County Economic
Development Council, San Diego Regional Economic Development
Council, San Diego Workforce Partnership, Sapphire Energy,
University of California San Diego and Unified Port of San Diego.

The Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership
initiative is a U.S. Commerce Department-led program designed to
accelerate the resurgence of manufacturing in communities
nationwide by supporting the development of long-term economic
development strategies that help communities attract and expand
private investment in the manufacturing sector and increase
international trade and exports. More than 70 applications, including
one from northern California, were submitted and the 12 were
selected by an interagency panel, based on the strength of their
economic development plans, the potential for impact in their
communities, and the depths of their partnerships across the public
and private sector to carry out their plans.

The San Diego partnership of AMP SoCal will focus on workforce
development and training, creating a robust supplier network,
development of new enterprises that manufacture products for the
future, commercialization and access to capital for technologies
originally developed for defense purposes, and infrastructure and
trade development.

The on-the-job training
program helped our business

continue to grow profitably and
allowed us to double our service

department by the end of the year.
We appreciate all the work the

Business Services Team did
matching great candidates from

the Career Center with our
workforce needs. 

–Alex Galicia,
CEO, BPI Plumbing

“
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South County EDC Celebrates Anniversary Year

All members of the South County EDC were invited to

place their business cards in a time capsule to

commemorate the 25th Anniversary. Shown here is Juan

Durruthy of Print Rite inserting his card.

TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree

MMaarrkkeettiinngg  &&  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp

WWoorrkkffoorrccee  &&  EEdduuccaattiioonn

LLooaann  &&  FFiinnaannccee  

PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy

For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:

South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143

Cindy@southcountyedc.com

piece of the SR-125 bridge; pamphlets, postcards, photos, a cell
phone, pins, news articles and newsletters.  

Tony McCune was the event’s master of ceremonies. He is a
member of the South County EDC’s transportation committee and
was a member of the South County’s original board of directors who
started the South County EDC 25 years ago. He served as the second

president of the organization. 
“We started with practically nothing and

have grown into a very, very successful
organization,” McCune said. “I expect to see
continued growth and continued assistance to
businesses in the South County for the next 25
years and beyond.”

Members of the South County EDC Membership &

Marketing Committee, which produced the 25th

Anniversary event, are shown here.  From left to right are

Shannon Brown, Tina Williams and Anne Steinberger.

Working Committees
of the SCEDC

For 25 years, 
the South County EDC has

worked to create jobs and develop
businesses. Today, we are reaping

the fruits of that labor with
exciting developments like the
Chula Vista Bayfront plan.
The South County Economic

Development Council is a force to
be reckoned with, not only in

South County, but in the whole
San Diego region. 

– County Supervisor
Greg Cox
”

“

Founding MemberTony McCune served asMaster of Ceremoniesat the AnniversaryEvent and sharedmany stories withthe crowd.

Check Out
The South County

EDC Website
For The Latest News On

San Diego And Baja Region
Upcoming Projects
Economic Reports
Tools For Business

www.SouthCountyEDC.com
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Four Nonprofits Granted $58,700 at
South County EDC Holiday Breakfast

Four South Bay-based nonprofits were presented with grants
from The San Diego Foundation at the South County Economic
Development Council’s annual Holiday Breakfast on Dec. 2.
Nonprofits were identified based on their knowledge of local
needs and organizations that are able to satisfy them – all are
members of the South County EDC. The recipients were selected
for their work in one of five areas of need across the San Diego
region: abuse/crisis, hospice, homeless/mental health,
developmentally disabled, and senior health care and nutrition. 

The Chula Vista Community Collaborative -- awarded $15,000 --

works with the local community to develop strategies and systems
that protect the health, safety and wellness of residents and helps
to ensure access to needed services.  South Bay Community
Services -- awarded $16,400 -- provides a range of services and
programs for children, youth and families in San Diego’s southern
region. The San Ysidro Health Center -- awarded $16,400 --
provides families with accessible, affordable health care services
and the Scripps Foundation was awarded $10,900 for use with its
in-home care to patients with a serious, life-limiting illness via
Scripps Hospice.

Thank you to Loews Coronado Bay Resort for hosting the Holiday Breakfast
and our sponsor Scripps Hospital in Chula Vista.

Pete Flores of Customs and
Border Protection spoke at the

holiday event and discussed
shorter wait times at the border

as a result of new vehicle
inspection booths.

He said wait times will further
improve as the next phases of
construction are completed.


