
"Children are our most valuable
natural resource."

--Herbert Hoover, 31st U.S. President

More than 100 South County
community leaders gathered to review
issues affecting San Diego’s children and
families and contribute their ideas and
energy toward building an improved
future workforce at the Children’s
Initiative event held September 14.
Sponsored by the South County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC), the event
was so popular that more people showed
up than expected – 92 RSVPs were
received and 113 people actually showed
up, according to SCEDC CEO Cindy
Gompper-Graves.

Presented by the SCEDC’s Workforce
and Education Committee, the half-day
event included inspirational speakers such
as Mark Cafferty of the San Diego
Workforce Partnership, Supervisor Greg
Cox and Congressman Bob Filner, as well
as an in-depth presentation of the 2007

San Diego County Report Card on
Children and Families.  Lead by Paula

Ingrum, project director with The
Children’s Initiative, one of the authoring
agencies of the report, the group
examined the Report Card’s findings on
25 indicators of the overall health and
well-being of children and families.  

Begun in 1998, the Report Card
monitors how well San Diego County’s
children and youth are doing in terms of
health, education, safety and economic
security. It’s designed to raise community
awareness, educate the public about
current issues and trends, and point to
positive results, troublesome trends and
recommendations for change or
continued support in policies and
programs.  For the first time the report
card provided demographic information
on South County.

“Regardless if you have children, the
health and well-being of our community’s

families impacts everyone,” explained
Ingrum. “The health of families has a
direct financial impact on businesses in
the way of productivity, job performance
and satisfaction, retention, operation
costs, sustainability and depth of
recruitment pool.”   

“This report is important because it
identifies the challenges young people
face today and allows us the opportunity
to address those issues so that they will
become the skilled, productive workforce
we so desire,” said Cafferty.  “A vibrant
workforce will never meet its potential if
we don’t face those challenges today.” 

According to this year’s report, South
County did well in the areas of mothers
receiving early prenatal care, birth weight,
children’s oral health, children’s safety and
health coverage. Areas where

DECEMBER 2008

S O U T H  C O U N T Y

Briefings:
South County Economic Development Council

(continued on page 5)

What’s
Inside?

• Bayshore Bikeway Addition
Breaks Ground Page 3

•San Diego Expands Regional
Enterprises Zone Page 5

• Outreach Effort Helps Imperial
Beach Businesses Page 6

• SCEDC Turns 20 Page 7

San Diego County Report Card
on Children and Families
Reveals Health of Future Workforce

“This report is important
because it identifies the

challenges young people face
today and allows us the
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— Mark Cafferty,
San Diego Workforce Partnership.
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SCEDC Supports Progress of
Bayshore Bikeway

n October 20, San Diego leaders broke
ground on a scenic new 1.1-mile addition

to the Bayshore Bikeway along San Diego Bay
and, at the same time, joined together in
support of a national campaign to bring $50
million each to 40 cities across the country for
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure
improvements.

Plans call for the Bayshore Bikeway to
eventually stretch 24 miles all the way around
San Diego Bay.  The new 1.1-mile, $5.2 million
piece that dignitaries broke ground on begins at
13th Street on the border between Imperial
Beach and San Diego.  The path will extend to
Main Street in Chula Vista and will pass through
the San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge
using a combination of MTS railroad right of
way and adjacent berms that are part of the salt
extraction operation.  For commuting cyclists,
this is an optimum alignment because it the
most direct route between Imperial Beach and
Chula Vista. The City of San Diego is lead agency
for this section and construction is expected to
be complete in February.

“By creating more and safer bike trails, we
can make it easier for San Diegans to get out of
their cars and onto their bicycles,” said
Chairman Greg Cox of the County Board of
Supervisors. “That can lead to cleaner skies and
healthier San Diegans, and that’s a good thing.”

Cox joined Congressman Bob Filner, San
Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders, San Diego City
Council President Scott Peters, and San Diego
City Councilmember Ben Hueso in breaking
ground on the new section of the bike path. The
group also released San Diego’s Active
Transportation Campaign Case Statement,
supporting a national lobbying effort to direct
federal transportation dollars to pedestrian and
bicycle facilities. 

Planning for the Bayshore Bikeway began in
1975 with a $24,500 feasibility study conducted
by Caltrans. That plan envisioned 11 miles of
bicycle paths and 14 miles of bike lanes and
bike routes, providing convenient and scenic
bicycle transportation around the San Diego
Bay.  Because the original Bayshore Bikeway
Plan was so old, the Bayshore Bikeway Working
Group asked SANDAG to update the plan in
2005. The updated plan, completed in March
2006, focuses on improvements to the east side
of the bay, extending north from the current city
of San Diego South Bay project to downtown
San Diego. The plan identifies an alignment for

a continuous bike path using old railroad, utility
or other public rights of way. The estimated cost
to complete the bikeway (in 2006 dollars) is
$9.9 million.

Under a grant provided by San Diego
County for $267,000, along with $50,000 from
Chula Vista, and $17,000 from National City,
SANDAG has begun preliminary engineering and
environmental studies, leading to the
development of future bikeway improvements
between Main Street in Chula Vista and 8th
Street in National City.  This work will be
completed in the spring of 2009. Funding from
the TransNet program has been set aside to
complete final design, with a goal to have a
project ready for construction in 2010.

Safe City Project Chosen for
2008 California Crime
Prevention Award

he Chula Vista Police Department, Target
Corporation and the community partners

of the Safe City Project have been awarded the
2008 California Crime Prevention Program of
the Year Award.  The Attorney General's Crime
and Violence Prevention Center and the
California Crime Prevention Officer's Association
sponsor the award.  The Chula Vista Safe City
Project was chosen from numerous entries that

came from across California.
The Safe City Project was introduced two

years ago and has since transformed Chula
Vista’s Fourth Avenue corridor into a safer and
more prosperous neighborhood.  

CVPD produced critical signage prohibiting
panhandling and trespassing that set the stage
for increased enforcement efforts.  Businesses
installed new lighting, graffiti was painted over
and trash was picked up.  Overgrown bushes
and brush were trimmed, exposing transient
encampments and eliminating hiding places for
criminals.  Residents and business owners
learned how to take back their neighborhoods.  

As a result of this collaborative effort and
customized approach to problem-solving, the
Safe City Project has met a number of key goals
and measurable achievements including: a
marked improvement in the business
environment, substantial reduction in overall
concern about crime, an exceptionally strong
city/business partnership marked by trust, high
levels of communication, cooperation and
shared goals, as well as sustainable and
replicable results.  

Police and business owners consider the Safe
City Project a huge success.

“It’s an outstanding example of what can be
accomplished when everyone works together
with the common goal of reducing crime
concerns,” said Community Relations Officer
Elliot Shaffer. 

More Than 300 National
City Businesses Targeted in
Outreach Program

measure of National City’s economic
environment was taken recently through a

widespread business outreach program
involving more than 300 businesses.

All of us are facing uncertain times. We get conflicting
information about the state of the economy from a variety of sources
and we wonder how to sort it out and move forward in our business
planning. If you are confused about what the future holds and
stressed about business down the road, you are not alone.

In times like these, you can rely on the South County Economic
Development Council. It is a resource for every one of our
members during good times and bad. I want any member who
needs information for business planning purposes or wants to share
his or her insights to feel welcome to do so. Together we comprise a
business community that cares very much about each other, our
members and our region. We want to be as relevant to our
members and the region as a whole as we possibly can. For these
reasons, I ask all of our members to be open and frank with any
information that will help us serve you better and keep membership
in the SCEDC a valued and needed resource for us all.

For instance, we recently created a new Membership Committee
that is dedicated to serving all members and finding ways to help
members connect and network with each other. Our membership
roster is growing every day. Another way to stay connected to
members is to join one of our committees, including the Marketing
and Events Committee, Transportation and Infrastructure, Loan and

Regional Convention Center Coming to
Tijuana/Rosarito Beach Area

After a decade of careful planning and selecting between 19
different locations, the governor of Baja California Jose Guadalupe
Osuna Millán recently announced before hundreds of civil servants,
business people and ejidarios that a $35 million international
convention center will be built between the cities of Tijuana and
Rosarito Beach with a magnificent view of the Pacific Ocean. 

Work on the project is scheduled to begin before the end of this
year and be completed by June of 2010 on the 10 hectare-site
donated by the Ejido Mazatlan. Officials expect the project will not
only attract hundreds of thousands of tourists, but spur increased
regional economic development.

While the convention center itself will be large enough to hold
5,000 visitors within its 50,000-square-meter interior, an additional
110,000 square meters of construction is planned for
complementary services such as restaurants and hotels as well as
parking for over 3,000 cars. 

"This [project] fills us with optimism for the economic and social
development of the Tijuana-Rosarito-Tecate region and, for that
reason, we are grateful to the municipal presidents, the business
community and the ejidarios that helped us arrive at this moment.
This is an historic day because today, the future is ours," Osuna
Millán declared. 

Rosarito Mayor Hugo Torres indicated that this project will place

By Dan Biggs, South County Economic Development Council

the three municipalities and the state of Baja California in the
national and international limelight. "Now as never before, it is
important to fuel the economy and development of this Rosarito-
Tijuana coast and the metropolitan region of Tecate, Rosarito and
Tijuana," he added. 

The federal and state government has already provided $2.5
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Finance, Workforce and Education,
or Public Policy. In addition, our new
website at www.sandiegosouth.com
is a forum for members to stay
connected to news and events, find
valuable business resource tools and
learn more about the issues facing
South County economics.  

The mission of the SCEDC is to
improve and enhance the South
County's and border region's
economy, image and quality of life,
and to heighten public awareness of
Southern California's most desirable location to live, work and
dream. That is what your board of directors and your staff work on
day after day on our members’ behalf.

We will get through this current economic crisis. We need to
remember that we are not alone and that the SCEDC can be a friend
to all of us.

T

O

Approximately $10 million in infrastructure improvements and
$25 million in new construction is planned for the new
international convention center between Tijuana and Rosarito.

(continued on page 4)
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The Bayshore Bikeway that stretches 24
miles around San Diego Bay calls for
residents and visitors alike to get out of
their cars and onto their bikes.

The addition of critical signage helped
reinforce Chula Vista’s stance on
creating an environment where people
feel safe and secure. 
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design.
The Port entered into a donation agreement

with it that will provide $2.5 million for design
and enhancements to the park. The remaining
balance will be put into a separate fund for the
park's long-term maintenance. According to the
agreement, which is for a 66-year term, the park
will be named "Ruocco Park."

"The Port of San Diego is pleased to accept
this donation from The San Diego Foundation,"
said Michael Bixler, chair of the Board of Port
Commissioners. "This will allow us to turn the
park we've been planning for years into a
shining example of exceptional urban design."

The Port already had plans for a park next to
the Old Police Headquarters as part of its 1998
South Embarcadero Redevelopment Program.
Money to build the park was allocated in the
Port's 2009-2013 Capital Development Program.
Developing the park would require the partial
demolition of the former Harbor Seafood Mart
building, which is estimated to cost $1 million.

Money from the Ruocco donation will not be
used for the demolition and the Port will use its
Capital Development funds for the basic park.
The Ruocco donation will provide design and
upgrades such as water features, garden areas,
upgraded hardscape, benches and lighting. A
public art plan will also be included.

The next steps for the park's development
include Board approval of the consulting
agreement with Dennis Otsuji. Port staff will also
present the concept of Ruocco Park for
approval, as well as a construction contract.
These items are expected to go to the Board
sometime in 2009.

San Diego Expands
Regional Enterprise Zone
And Sets Boundaries For
A New Targeted
Employment Area

he San Diego City Council approved last
month a modification to the boundaries

of business areas eligible to benefit from a state
economic stimulus program.  This modification
expands the San Diego Regional Enterprise
Zone (SDREZ) to include downtown San Diego,
City Heights and the North Park and Mid-City
area -- an addition of more than 1,700 acres to
an approximately 35,000-acre zone.

Before this change, the zone encompassed
commercial and industrial land as well as low-
to moderate-income residential census tracts:
portions of San Diego’s Third, Fourth, Seventh
and Eighth council districts as well as parts of

Coordinated by National City, SCEDC and the
National City Chamber of Commerce, this
targeted outreach effort included door-to-door
visits from volunteers who brought business
owners and managers information on businesses
development tools as well as conducted surveys
on issues businesses may be experiencing.

A report with the outreach survey findings
and recommendations is currently being
compiled and, once completed, will be
delivered to the city of National City to assist
with its economic and redevelopment efforts.  

Outreach representatives who conducted the
on-site visits personally met with each business’
management, informed them about the various
business development programs available to
them through the city and SCEDC and
distributed prepared packets of information on
these programs.

City Authorizes Grant for
Renovation of Coronado’s
Only Movie Theater 

ive Star Theaters, an independent
exhibitor, might be coming to the rescue

of Coronado’s only movie theater.  Opened in
1947, the Village Theater on Orange Avenue
closed down in 2000 leaving city residents no
option but to go elsewhere to catch a flick.
Now, because of a pending deal among the
Community Development Agency of the city of
Coronado, Five Star Theaters and the theater’s
owner, the 40s-era theater may reopen as early
as next summer after extensive interior and
exterior renovations.  

Projected to cost between $2.5 to $3 million,
the city’s Community Development Agency has
authorized a grant to fund a portion of the
project.  Negotiations between Five Star and the
owner, Robert Siegel, are still under way but if
all goes as planned, Five Star would be
responsible for the renovations and would
operate the theater under an 18-year lease.

According to Lance Alspaugh, the owner of
Five Star, the building will have to be gutted but
the building exterior façade will be restored.
Asbestos removal, roof repairs, outdated
plumbing and electrical improvements are
among items needing attention.    

The renovated theater will house between
one and three screens depending on the cost.
Plans call for one large auditorium with 225
seats and two VIP screening rooms with 50 seats
each, in addition to state-of-the-arts acoustics
and ambience.  Alspaugh anticipates showing
first-run movies, seven days a week with four
shows daily.   

“Since its closure, Coronado residents have
wished for a theater in some shape or form and
City Council has been working continuously to
find an owner-operator arrangement to bring
the theater experience back to Coronado,” said
Councilmember Al Ovrum.  “The building has
been empty for quite sometime and is clearly an
eyesore.  It is very exciting that it might be back
up to standards.” 

Focused Outreach Effort
Helps Imperial Beach
Businesses

t the end of September the SCEDC
organized a business outreach program to

personally visit businesses in Imperial Beach to
ensure they were provided with any information
they need to prosper. Prior to the on-site
outreach 167 businesses were sent a letter of
introduction co-signed by the SCEDC, the city,
and the chamber outlining the goals for the
planned visit. Then 13 volunteers visited a total
of 90 businesses, mostly mom-and-pop
establishments, along Palm Avenue and 13th
Street to provide them with a packet of business
assistance information.

The goal of this effort was to reach out to
entrepreneurs and business owners to inform
them about the low interest loan programs,
employee hiring/training assistance, the new
look of Palm Avenue and its Façade
Improvement Program and various programs
that Imperial Beach and the SCEDC hope
businesses will take advantage of to improve

their economic vitality and enhance the
economic prosperity of Imperial Beach.
Additionally, businesses owners or managers
were surveyed regarding any issues they may be
facing.  The findings of these surveys were
passed along to city management for addressing.  

To ensure every business in the designated
area received the program information, packets
of information were sent to the remaining
businesses that did not have a site visit.

Port Accepts $3.5 Million
Donation for Waterfront
Park

he Board of Port Commissioners
unanimously approved an agreement to

accept a $3.5 million donation for a waterfront
park. The park, to be built next to the former
Old Police Headquarters in San Diego, will be
approximately 3.3 acres. 

The donation is being provided by The San
Diego Foundation, a San Diego charitable
organization that manages the Lloyd and Ilse
Ruocco Fund.  The Ruocco Fund was specifically
established to help create a public waterfront
park that would feature outstanding urban
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(continued from page 3) Chula Vista and National City.
Businesses that qualify under the new

boundaries will be able to implement Enterprise
Zone, or EZ, benefits retroactive to the zone’s
designation date, which is Oct. 15, 2006.

California’s EZ Program aims to uplift
“economically distressed” areas by encouraging
businesses to make investments and create jobs
with tax credits and incentives.  Companies
within one of the state’s 42 designated
Enterprise Zones can claim tax credits on the
sales tax of equipment purchases and wages of
qualified new employees, among other benefits.
Also, unused credits can be rolled over to
subsequent years.

Since the San Diego region started
participating in 1986, the program has helped
create more than 25,000 area jobs, increased
private investment by nearly $1 billion and
boosted thousands of businesses.  San Diego’s
two original Enterprise Zones -- the
Metropolitan Enterprise Zone and the South Bay
Enterprise Zone -- expired in 2006 and 2007,
respectively.  The new Regional EZ was
conditionally approved by the state in November
2006.

“By extending and expanding the boundaries
of the former EZ Program together with the state
of California, the South County region will
continue to help businesses grow, create new
jobs and increase investment in the San Diego
regional economy,” said Lydia Moreno,
community development coordinator, for the
City of San Diego.  “The SDREZ will compliment
local economic development efforts for an
additional 15 years.”  

City Council approval of the modification is
needed from Chula Vista and National City in
order to submit the application to the state for
approval.  Approval of the modification puts the
region one step closer to securing final state
recognition of the SDREZ, which is contingent
on the zone meeting certain conditions
including meeting applicable California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
requirements.

The city still needs to collaborate with
program partners Chula Vista, National City and
the Port of San Diego to implement goals,
commitments and requirements for the zone
during its 15-year term via a memorandum of
understanding.

Also recently approved by the City Council
are the boundaries for a new Targeted
Employment Area, or TEA, an area composed of
census tracts in which at least 51 percent of

A

F

The Village Theater has been a
landmark in Coronado for more than
three generations.  A popular activity
for kids, families and retired couples,
the theater ran first-run movies in its
hey day and free matinees on Christmas
Day and Thanksgiving Day.

T

The Façade Improvement Program, one
of the programs business owners were
educated about through the outreach
program, has made a remarkable
transformation of Marisa’s Seafood
Restaurant, an Imperial Beach business
that took advantage of the program. 

BEFORE

AFTER

Working Committees
of the SCEDC
TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd
IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree
MMaarrkkeettiinngg  aanndd  EEvveennttss
WWoorrkkffoorrccee  aanndd  EEdduuccaattiioonn
LLooaann  &&  FFiinnaannccee  
PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy
MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ((NNeeww!!))
For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:
South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143 fax 619-424-5738
cindy@SanDiegoSouth.com

improvements can be made in South
County include teenage pregnancy,
childhood obesity, school achievement, DUI
accidents, poverty and domestic violence.  

Teenage Pregnancy
Teen parents are less likely to finish high

school, setting them up to be less successful
in the workforce and more likely to rely on
public assistance.  

Childhood Obesity
According to a 2001 Calif. Dept. of

Health and Services study, obesity cost
$21.7 billion in direct and indirect medical
care, worker’s compensation and lost
productivity.  With the staggering fact that
overweight and obese children are 75
percent more likely to be overweight or
obese as young adults, San Diego is looking
at a future workforce whose obesity is going

Report Card
(continued from page 1)

residents have low or moderate income. The
new TEA will encompass low/moderate income
census tracts throughout the cities of San Diego,
Chula Vista and National City. 

EZ businesses that hire TEA residents are
eligible for hiring tax credits for each eligible
employee.  The regional TEA now in place will
expire once the Regional EZ is finalized by the
state. 

(continued on page 6)
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design.
The Port entered into a donation agreement

with it that will provide $2.5 million for design
and enhancements to the park. The remaining
balance will be put into a separate fund for the
park's long-term maintenance. According to the
agreement, which is for a 66-year term, the park
will be named "Ruocco Park."

"The Port of San Diego is pleased to accept
this donation from The San Diego Foundation,"
said Michael Bixler, chair of the Board of Port
Commissioners. "This will allow us to turn the
park we've been planning for years into a
shining example of exceptional urban design."

The Port already had plans for a park next to
the Old Police Headquarters as part of its 1998
South Embarcadero Redevelopment Program.
Money to build the park was allocated in the
Port's 2009-2013 Capital Development Program.
Developing the park would require the partial
demolition of the former Harbor Seafood Mart
building, which is estimated to cost $1 million.

Money from the Ruocco donation will not be
used for the demolition and the Port will use its
Capital Development funds for the basic park.
The Ruocco donation will provide design and
upgrades such as water features, garden areas,
upgraded hardscape, benches and lighting. A
public art plan will also be included.

The next steps for the park's development
include Board approval of the consulting
agreement with Dennis Otsuji. Port staff will also
present the concept of Ruocco Park for
approval, as well as a construction contract.
These items are expected to go to the Board
sometime in 2009.

San Diego Expands
Regional Enterprise Zone
And Sets Boundaries For
A New Targeted
Employment Area

he San Diego City Council approved last
month a modification to the boundaries

of business areas eligible to benefit from a state
economic stimulus program.  This modification
expands the San Diego Regional Enterprise
Zone (SDREZ) to include downtown San Diego,
City Heights and the North Park and Mid-City
area -- an addition of more than 1,700 acres to
an approximately 35,000-acre zone.

Before this change, the zone encompassed
commercial and industrial land as well as low-
to moderate-income residential census tracts:
portions of San Diego’s Third, Fourth, Seventh
and Eighth council districts as well as parts of

Coordinated by National City, SCEDC and the
National City Chamber of Commerce, this
targeted outreach effort included door-to-door
visits from volunteers who brought business
owners and managers information on businesses
development tools as well as conducted surveys
on issues businesses may be experiencing.

A report with the outreach survey findings
and recommendations is currently being
compiled and, once completed, will be
delivered to the city of National City to assist
with its economic and redevelopment efforts.  

Outreach representatives who conducted the
on-site visits personally met with each business’
management, informed them about the various
business development programs available to
them through the city and SCEDC and
distributed prepared packets of information on
these programs.

City Authorizes Grant for
Renovation of Coronado’s
Only Movie Theater 

ive Star Theaters, an independent
exhibitor, might be coming to the rescue

of Coronado’s only movie theater.  Opened in
1947, the Village Theater on Orange Avenue
closed down in 2000 leaving city residents no
option but to go elsewhere to catch a flick.
Now, because of a pending deal among the
Community Development Agency of the city of
Coronado, Five Star Theaters and the theater’s
owner, the 40s-era theater may reopen as early
as next summer after extensive interior and
exterior renovations.  

Projected to cost between $2.5 to $3 million,
the city’s Community Development Agency has
authorized a grant to fund a portion of the
project.  Negotiations between Five Star and the
owner, Robert Siegel, are still under way but if
all goes as planned, Five Star would be
responsible for the renovations and would
operate the theater under an 18-year lease.

According to Lance Alspaugh, the owner of
Five Star, the building will have to be gutted but
the building exterior façade will be restored.
Asbestos removal, roof repairs, outdated
plumbing and electrical improvements are
among items needing attention.    

The renovated theater will house between
one and three screens depending on the cost.
Plans call for one large auditorium with 225
seats and two VIP screening rooms with 50 seats
each, in addition to state-of-the-arts acoustics
and ambience.  Alspaugh anticipates showing
first-run movies, seven days a week with four
shows daily.   

“Since its closure, Coronado residents have
wished for a theater in some shape or form and
City Council has been working continuously to
find an owner-operator arrangement to bring
the theater experience back to Coronado,” said
Councilmember Al Ovrum.  “The building has
been empty for quite sometime and is clearly an
eyesore.  It is very exciting that it might be back
up to standards.” 

Focused Outreach Effort
Helps Imperial Beach
Businesses

t the end of September the SCEDC
organized a business outreach program to

personally visit businesses in Imperial Beach to
ensure they were provided with any information
they need to prosper. Prior to the on-site
outreach 167 businesses were sent a letter of
introduction co-signed by the SCEDC, the city,
and the chamber outlining the goals for the
planned visit. Then 13 volunteers visited a total
of 90 businesses, mostly mom-and-pop
establishments, along Palm Avenue and 13th
Street to provide them with a packet of business
assistance information.

The goal of this effort was to reach out to
entrepreneurs and business owners to inform
them about the low interest loan programs,
employee hiring/training assistance, the new
look of Palm Avenue and its Façade
Improvement Program and various programs
that Imperial Beach and the SCEDC hope
businesses will take advantage of to improve

their economic vitality and enhance the
economic prosperity of Imperial Beach.
Additionally, businesses owners or managers
were surveyed regarding any issues they may be
facing.  The findings of these surveys were
passed along to city management for addressing.  

To ensure every business in the designated
area received the program information, packets
of information were sent to the remaining
businesses that did not have a site visit.

Port Accepts $3.5 Million
Donation for Waterfront
Park

he Board of Port Commissioners
unanimously approved an agreement to

accept a $3.5 million donation for a waterfront
park. The park, to be built next to the former
Old Police Headquarters in San Diego, will be
approximately 3.3 acres. 

The donation is being provided by The San
Diego Foundation, a San Diego charitable
organization that manages the Lloyd and Ilse
Ruocco Fund.  The Ruocco Fund was specifically
established to help create a public waterfront
park that would feature outstanding urban
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(continued from page 3) Chula Vista and National City.
Businesses that qualify under the new

boundaries will be able to implement Enterprise
Zone, or EZ, benefits retroactive to the zone’s
designation date, which is Oct. 15, 2006.

California’s EZ Program aims to uplift
“economically distressed” areas by encouraging
businesses to make investments and create jobs
with tax credits and incentives.  Companies
within one of the state’s 42 designated
Enterprise Zones can claim tax credits on the
sales tax of equipment purchases and wages of
qualified new employees, among other benefits.
Also, unused credits can be rolled over to
subsequent years.

Since the San Diego region started
participating in 1986, the program has helped
create more than 25,000 area jobs, increased
private investment by nearly $1 billion and
boosted thousands of businesses.  San Diego’s
two original Enterprise Zones -- the
Metropolitan Enterprise Zone and the South Bay
Enterprise Zone -- expired in 2006 and 2007,
respectively.  The new Regional EZ was
conditionally approved by the state in November
2006.

“By extending and expanding the boundaries
of the former EZ Program together with the state
of California, the South County region will
continue to help businesses grow, create new
jobs and increase investment in the San Diego
regional economy,” said Lydia Moreno,
community development coordinator, for the
City of San Diego.  “The SDREZ will compliment
local economic development efforts for an
additional 15 years.”  

City Council approval of the modification is
needed from Chula Vista and National City in
order to submit the application to the state for
approval.  Approval of the modification puts the
region one step closer to securing final state
recognition of the SDREZ, which is contingent
on the zone meeting certain conditions
including meeting applicable California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
requirements.

The city still needs to collaborate with
program partners Chula Vista, National City and
the Port of San Diego to implement goals,
commitments and requirements for the zone
during its 15-year term via a memorandum of
understanding.

Also recently approved by the City Council
are the boundaries for a new Targeted
Employment Area, or TEA, an area composed of
census tracts in which at least 51 percent of
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The Village Theater has been a
landmark in Coronado for more than
three generations.  A popular activity
for kids, families and retired couples,
the theater ran first-run movies in its
hey day and free matinees on Christmas
Day and Thanksgiving Day.

T

The Façade Improvement Program, one
of the programs business owners were
educated about through the outreach
program, has made a remarkable
transformation of Marisa’s Seafood
Restaurant, an Imperial Beach business
that took advantage of the program. 

BEFORE

AFTER

Working Committees
of the SCEDC
TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  aanndd
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LLooaann  &&  FFiinnaannccee  
PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy
MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ((NNeeww!!))
For more information or to join any of these
committees, contact:
South County Economic
Development Council
phone 619-424-5143 fax 619-424-5738
cindy@SanDiegoSouth.com

improvements can be made in South
County include teenage pregnancy,
childhood obesity, school achievement, DUI
accidents, poverty and domestic violence.  

Teenage Pregnancy
Teen parents are less likely to finish high

school, setting them up to be less successful
in the workforce and more likely to rely on
public assistance.  

Childhood Obesity
According to a 2001 Calif. Dept. of

Health and Services study, obesity cost
$21.7 billion in direct and indirect medical
care, worker’s compensation and lost
productivity.  With the staggering fact that
overweight and obese children are 75
percent more likely to be overweight or
obese as young adults, San Diego is looking
at a future workforce whose obesity is going
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(continued from page 1)

residents have low or moderate income. The
new TEA will encompass low/moderate income
census tracts throughout the cities of San Diego,
Chula Vista and National City. 

EZ businesses that hire TEA residents are
eligible for hiring tax credits for each eligible
employee.  The regional TEA now in place will
expire once the Regional EZ is finalized by the
state. 
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South County Economic
Development Council
Turns 20

--2009 Marks the Platinum
Anniversary of SCEDC—

Next year marks the platinum
anniversary or 20th year of the South
County Economic Development Council
and will be commemorated in a number of
ways, according to Julia Simms, chair of the
SCEDC Marketing Committee. Simms says
her committee is preparing plans to have
the media, the membership and the
business community at large take notice of
the accomplishments of the SCEDC over the
past 20 years.

"In addition to a media relations
campaign aimed at highlighting this
milestone, we hope to have more than one
event next year specifically commemorating
the achievements of the Council over the
past 20 years," Simms said.

Founded in 1989 during the height of
the savings and loan crisis that prompted
the last major real estate recession, the
South County Economic Development
Council is poised to make a difference in
the growth and prosperity of the South
County region in 2009.

"We are not strangers to economic
uncertainty or housing recessions," said
Cindy Gompper-Graves, CEO of the South
County Economic Development Council.
"In fact, in tough times, the Council works
harder than ever to build new bridges, forge
new alliances, and rethink previous
strategies to ensure we are providing what
our area businesses need to be successful
and continue to grow into the future."

Founding officers of the first SCEDC
board of directors in 1989 were Marilyn
Lassman of The Corky McMillin Companies,
president; Richard (Tony) McCune of
McCune Motors, first vice president; Joseph
Ellis of Solidus Property Systems, second
vice president; Theresa Wadley of Wadley
Insurance, treasurer, and Michael
Napolitano, Coronado city councilman,

served as secretary.  Appointed directors
from the public sector included Brian
Bilbray, Joseph Conte, Greg Cox, Bob
Filner, John Mahoney and George Waters.

First New Member
Orientation A Success

The Membership Committee held a new
membership welcome luncheon on October
29 at the Otay Ranch Town Center.
Sponsored by the San Diego Union-Tribune,
the theme of the luncheon was “Activate
your Membership, Get Involved.”  More
than 20 SCEDC members participated and
took the opportunity to network and
connect with each other on a personal and
professional level. 

“Our goal is to hold a series of new
membership events to encourage existing
and new members to engage, cultivate and
collaborate not only as business associates,
but as friends as well,” said Membership
Chair Shannon Brown.  “Your SCEDC
membership offers many opportunities to
get connected from the monthly board
meetings, to annual events and through
participation on the various committees.”

More Than 200 Attended
Elected Officials Reception

Thanks to our elected officials who came
out to hear what you had to say at the
Elected Officials Reception hosted by
SCEDC, Port of San Diego and Imperial
Beach. More than 200 attendees had the
opportunity to chat with Assemblymember
Mary Salas, Congressman Bob Filner,
Supervisor Greg Cox, Port Commissioners
Mike Bixler and Dukie Valderrama, Mayors
Jim Janney, Cheryl Cox, and Ron Morrison,
Councilmembers Lorie Bragg, Rudy
Ramirez, Fred McLean, Phil Monroe, Jerry
Rindone and Al Ovrom. We were also
honored to have representation from our
partners in Baja with Consul General Maria
De Los Remedios Gomez Arnau,
Councilmember Luis Bustamante and
Rosarito Secretary of Economic
Development Hector Reyes. A special thanks

to our sponsors who made this event
fantastic. They are SDG&E, EDCO, Cox
Communications, Pacifica Companies,
North Island Credit Union and co-hosts Port
of San Diego and city of Imperial Beach.
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Update on Second Otay
Border Crossing from
Senator Ducheny

Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny has
worked closely with community leaders as
well as our representatives in Sacramento
and Washington D.C. to improve the flow of
commerce between San Diego and Mexico.
A key component to achieve this is the
construction of an additional border
crossing on Otay Mesa.  On October 2, Sen.
Denise Moreno Ducheny joined with Mayor
Jerry Sanders, Assemblymember Mary Salas
and others to announce that a big step had
been taken in building such a crossing. 

Governor Schwarzenegger recently
signed the Otay Mesa East Toll Facility Act,
which will establish a toll road leading from
the new crossing point and connecting with
freeways along the border. The passage of
this bill, which was sponsored by Sen.
Ducheny, provides funding to build this
much-needed border crossing.

Tony McCune and Cindy Gompper-
Graves participated in Senator Ducheny’s
press conference and applauded the signing
of a bill that will allow for State Route 11.
SB 1486 grants authority to the San Diego
Association of Governments (SANDAG) to
use innovative financing and contracting

techniques to accelerate the freeway
connections to, and construction of, a new
border crossing at Otay Mesa, the third
international crossing between San Diego
County and Mexico. This is an essential
component that is needed to support the
new border crossing and will energize
South County and offer more opportunities
for development through greater access.
Assemblymember Mary Salas brought this
bill forward in the Assembly.

Traffic congestion and wait times along
the border cost the United States and
Mexican economies close to $7.2 billion in
foregone gross output and more than
62,000 jobs in 2007 alone. Those wait times
increase air pollution, limit our ability to
improve border security and contribute to
unacceptable impacts on the
neighborhoods immediately adjacent on
both sides of the border. The new Otay
Mesa East Toll Facility Act is a critical part of
our broader effort to improve commerce
with Mexico. 

SCEDC staff members Gloria Ramirez
and Efrain Ibarra welcome a guest to
the 2008 Elected Officials Reception. 

million to be used in the first stage of the
project. 

Miguel Velasco, president of the
Tijuana Economic Development Council
(CDT) , said he expects public-private
partnerships like the convention center to
diversify the economic activity of the
coastal zone. 

"We see this as a catalyst for attracting
more investors to the region," Baja
California Secretary of Tourism Oscar
Escobedo agreed. "Our vision is for this to
be a world-class convention and
entertainment center attracting businesses
of all kinds as well as domestic and
international tourism. The benefits to the
community are enormous. It will be the
crown jewel public facility of Baja
California."

Binational News
(continued from page 2)

to cost them.  The obesity trend in San
Diego is not improving (the number has
hovered around 30 percent of 5th, 6th and
9th graders not in the Healthy Fitness Zone
over the last six years of available data) and
is far from achieving the national objective
of 5 percent of children not in the Healthy
Fitness Zone.  

School Achievement
Poor school achievement, measured by

proficiency in English language arts and
reading skills, is correlated with
unemployment and poverty as an adult,
according to the report.  In fact, U.S.
companies lose nearly $40 billion annually
because of illiteracy and each year’s cohort

of high school drop-outs cost the country
$200 billion over their lifetimes in lost
earnings and unrealized tax revenues.
Currently, only 38 percent of the county’s
11th graders are scoring proficient in
English.  

DUI Accidents
Research shows that early onset of

drinking is associated with more frequent
heavy drinking and likelihood of
subsequent injury while drinking. Nipping
the problem early on, means that the U.S.
could potential save up to $9 billion per
year or 16 cents per mile driven in the U.S.,
which is the total loss drunk driving creates.
For employers, alcohol and drug abuse
means lost productivity, absenteeism and
worker’s compensation.  

Poverty
According to the U.S. House Ways and

Means Committee, poverty reduces
productivity and economic output by 1.3
percent of GDP, raises the costs of crime by
1.3 percent GDP and raises health
expenditures and reduces the value of

health by 1.2 percent GDP.  Associated with
a long list of ills including mental health
problems and poor school outcomes,
shockingly, improving income levels for
poorer families – even with no other
changes – improves outcomes for children.  

Domestic Violence
Domestic violence trends are important

because they affect everyone involved
directly or through association; the victims
often loose their jobs due to absenteeism,
19 percent of men and 32 percent of
women report a coworker’s domestic
violence directly affects their own work
performance, and children exposed are at
greater risk for aggression, victimization,
poor relationships and poor school
performance.  While the trend is improving,
the rate of domestic violence reports in the
county has been consistently worse than the
state average.

Report Card
(continued from page 5)

The 19th Annual Economic Summit
hosted by the SCEDC will take place on

Sept. 18, 2009, at the San Diego
Convention Center from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Summit will be compromised of both

panel discussions coupled with
keynote addresses.

Save the Date

For more on the San Diego
County Report Card on

Children and Families, visit
www.thechildrensinitiative.org

The recently approved Otay Mesa Toll
Facility Act was sponsored by Senator
Denise Moreno Ducheny.
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SCEDC Gets $50,000
Grant from EDA
for CEDS

The Economic Development
Administration has awarded the SCEDC a
$50,000 in-kind grant for the creation of a
Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy (CEDS) for all of Southern
California and the formation of a task force
to oversee the strategy’s implementation.
The grant will be matched in-kind through
staff-time spent working on the CEDS.  The
areas covered by this CEDS include South
and East San Diego counties and Imperial
County.  Each respective EDC is
contributing to the effort.  

“Covering an entire portion of
Southern California, the CEDS will allow
us to more comprehensively address
region wide common issues such as shared
water, the international border and
Interstate-8 as well as to secure
opportunities,” said Cindy Gompper-
Graves, CEO of the SCEDC.  “It’s a true
collaborative effort that will set a

benchmark by which we can evaluate our
successes and weaknesses.” 

A CEDS is designed to bring together
the public and private sectors in the
creation of an economic roadmap to
diversify and strengthen regional
economies.  The report analyzes the
regional economy and serves as a guide for
establishing regional goals and objectives,
developing and implementing a regional
plan of action, and identifying investment
priorities and funding sources.  It also
integrates a region’s human and physical
capital planning in the service of economic
development.  Such integrated economic
development planning provides the

flexibility to adapt to global economic
conditions and fully utilize the region’s
unique advantages to maximize economic
opportunity by attracting the private
investment that creates jobs.  

The CEDS created by the SCEDC will
include an in-depth analysis of the
economic development concerns and
opportunities in the regional makeup of
the human and economic assets as well as
problems and opportunities posed by
external and internal forces affecting the
region economy.  It will also include a
plan of action as to what activities will be
implemented in order to reach the goals
and objectives in the areas of promotion of
economic development and opportunity,
fostering of effective transportation access,
enhancement and protection of the
environment, promotion of technology in
economic development, balance of
resources through sound physical
development, maximization of effective
development and use of the workforce,
and obtaining and utilizing adequate funds
and other resources. 

“Covering an entire portion of
Southern California, the CEDS will

allow us to more comprehensively
address region wide common issues

such as shared water, the international
border and Interstate-8 as well as to

secure opportunities.”
- Cindy Gompper-Graves

CEO of the SCEDC
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