
The local and national economy, bi-
national growth and the pathway forward
for the region were the main topics of
discussion at this year’s South County
Economic Development Council Annual
Economic Summit.  The event was
attended by a wide range of experts, local
leaders, and elected officials from around
the San Diego-Baja California region. 

The morning began with an economic
outlook panel moderated by the San
Diego Buisness Journal’s Armon Mills.
Panelists included Marney Cox, Lead
Economist with the San Diego Association
of Governments (SANDAG), Jim Biddle,
President of The Securities Center, Inc.
and Mark Cafferty, President and CEO of
the San Diego Regional EDC. The panel
shared their insight and expertise on
where the national, state and local
economy is headed.  Completing the
expansion of the San Diego Convention
Center and continuing to drive the
region’s tourism and innovation
economies, were among the topics
highlighted. Cafferty also spoke to the
importance of marketing San Diego to
drive these economies.  “We have so many

resources here to market ourselves and to
project ourselves collectively,” Cafferty
explained.

The economic outlook panel was
followed by the healthcare changes panel
which discussed the future of healthcare
in California and the US.  The panel was
moderated by John Moreno, Group
Publisher for the San Diego Neighborhood
Newspapers and featured Aaron Byzak of
UC San Diego Health Sciences,  Marc
Reynolds of Scripps Health, and Leticia
Cazares of the San Ysidro Health Center.

Moderated by UT-San Diego’s Jeff Light,
this year’s elected officials panel was one
of great insight and debate.  Participants
included:  Anne Moore, San Diego Port
Commissioner; Victor Hermosillo Celada,
Mexican Senator; Juan Vargas, US
Congressman; Susan Davis, US
Congresswoman; Edward Spriggs,
Imperial Beach City Councilmember;
Pamela Bensoussan, Chula Vista City
Councilmember; Ron Morrison, National
City Mayor;  David Alvarez, San Diego City
Councilmember; Richard Bailey,
Coronado City Councilmember. 

Topics of discussion ranged from the
United States’ position on the conflict in
Syria to the future of our region, but the
overall tone of the panel was that of
optimism. Councilmember Spriggs was
optimistic about the business climate for
Imperial Beach.  Recent developments like
the new Pier South Hotel and
environmental improvements such as
those made to Pond 20, are creating a
welcoming business community.  

Councilmember Pamela Bensoussan
addressed the enterprise zone with words
of optimism, stating that the success of
Chula Vista does not depend on an
enterprise zone.  Bensoussan also stressed
the importance of creating a more efficient
border crossing in her remarks.  

Senator Victor Hermosillo Celada
spoke about the steps the Mexican
government has taken to modernize the
country’s work structure, improve
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I would like to start off my first message as
president by saying that I look forward to
serving the SCEDC over the next year.  This is
a very exciting time to be a part of South
County.  The region is becoming one of the
fastest developing areas in the county, state,
and even the nation.  I am very excited to see
how South County transforms in the next few
years and decades.  

I’d like to thank all of our wonderful
sponsors that helped make this year’s
economic summit a great gathering.  We are
very fortunate to have a chance to get so
many intelligent people together to talk about
hot topics and paint the picture for the
economic future of our region.  I thoroughly
enjoyed every panel of experts.  It’s great to
see so many individuals that care about the

future of not just South County, but our
entire region.  

Congratulations to all of this year’s awards
recipients.  I love seeing people get
recognition for outstanding service and going
above and beyond in the community.  Keep
up the good work everyone.  I’d also like to
thank Garry Ridge of WD40 and Greg Koch of
Stone Brewery for their great keynote
speeches. Both speakers were engaging, and
thought provoking, and at the same time kept
us laughing.  Thank you to both gentlemen!  

It’s a great time to be in South County.  I
look forward to working with everyone over
the next year and into the future!

.  

The United States and Mexico have
made the expansion and reconfiguration of
the Tijuana-San Ysidro Port of Entry (POE),
a top priority on their binational agenda.
This is a collaborative effort recognized by
the Consulate Generals of both Mexico and
the U.S., and will be the largest renovation
of a land port of entry ever completed on
the United States and Mexico border.  

The two governments meet regularly to
discuss the operation and to continue the
strong bilateral partneship between the US
and Mexico, which has enabled the key
elements of the project to move toward
completion.  

In August, US Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) launched a new Ready
Lane for pedestrian crossers aimed at
reducing the wait time for people crossing
with approved US travel documents.  The
additional lane is a welcomed
improvement to frequent pedestrian

crossers and a step toward the completion
of the larger project. 

By Scott Parker, Chair of Board
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Expansion and Reconfiguration of the Tijuana-
San Ysidro Port of Entry, a Binational Priority

We’re very excited
to finally have

the opportunity to bring
our family of restaurants

to South County.

– David Cohn 
President and Founder 

Cohn Restaurants,
Pier South Restaurant 

“

”

In Fiscal Year 2012/2013, a total of
45,278 individuals who were seeking
guidance, resources and services visited
the South County Career Center. They
came looking for a job, facing a career
transition, or seeking new skills and a
new start. Funded by the San Diego
Workforce Partnership at $1,411,271
these are some of the program year
highlights.

• Number of customers served: 45,278
• Job Search and Informational

Workshops: 681
• Workshop Participants: 15,443
• Funds provided for Training: $669,718 
• Number of vocational training

participants: 182
• Percentage employed after training:

81.2%
• Recruitments and Hiring Events: 61
• Attended by 2,844 job seekers
• Job Placements : 466
• Employer Wage Reimbursement

Program: $42,589

For more information on Career Center
services go to
www.southsdcareercenter.com

South County Career Center 
Highlights of the Program Year
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Airport’s “Green Build” Creates
Huge Ecomomic Impact for South
County, Entire Region

By Supervisor Greg Cox
Creating economic opportunities and

putting people back to work has been one
of my top priorities.

Last month, we reached the culmination
of one such effort with the completion of
San Diego International Airport’s Green
Build, a project that has and will continue
to have a major economic impact on South
County and the entire region.

The Green Build is the largest project in
the airport’s history, a massive expansion of
the airport’s Terminal 2 which has created
thousands of local jobs, pumped millions of
dollars into our local economy and has
made local air travel more efficient.

As a member of the San Diego County
Regional Airport Authority, I have overseen
the Green Build project and have seen the
benefits it has brought to the community. 

The project added 10 new gates to
reduce terminal congestion, added a dual-
level roadway to relieve curb-front traffic,
enhanced curbside check-in and created a
new security checkpoint to improve the
flow of passengers.

These are just some of the benefits you
will see and experience the next time you
use the airport. But the impact has been
even greater for our local workforce and
businesses. 

When the $907 million project began,
the Airport Authority made an aggressive
effort to reach out to local, minority and
women-owned businesses to bid on
portions of the project. That outreach effort
included presentations at community
meetings and vendor outreach workshops
in South County and throughout the
region.

As a result, local businesses won $415
million in contracts and small businesses
were awarded $118 million in contracts. In
addition, nearly 8,000 local workers had a
role in the project.

And we’re not done yet. More
opportunities to work with the airport will
be available as construction moves forward
on North Side Development projects,
including a rental car center and roadway
improvements. 

In today’s global economy, having a
world-class airport is essential for a major
metropolitan area, especially one like San
Diego with its large tourism industry. With
the Green Build, our region is now poised
to have even greater success.

Not the Usual State of the
City Address  
By Mayor Ron Morrison

State of the City Addresses are normally
known for being a necessary function of
local government that can also put you to
sleep. Well, that has not become the
tradition in National City, as over the last six
years put a twist on the traditional State of
the City Address by making them into
community events. A collection of
information, entertainment, food and more
than a few surprises have enthralled the
more than 500 community members who
attend each year. The successes and the
challenges that are both behind and ahead
of us at the city, are celebrated in a unique
and exciting fashion through film and live
action. Past events have featured
entertaining antics including Mayor
Morrison waking up in bed with Tony
McCune (honestly) and Arnold

Schwarzenegger, or finding himself wearing
Jessica Simpson red high heels (you just
had to have be there!). This year’s event will
be no different.

The Address will be held on Oct. 17th at
Cornerstone Church, 1914 Sweetwater Rd.
in National City. Networking begins at 5pm,
the Address begins at 6pm, to be followed
by A Taste of National City’s Fine
Restaurants at 7 pm. 20 of our local
restaurants will be providing a wide variety
of delicious foods.

The entire event is open to the public
and entirely free.  We hope to see you there
for a great evening of encouragement,
challenging discussion, food and fun. For
more info please call 619 336-4236.

CAR2GO Comes to Chula Vista
The popular car sharing program

CAR2GO, which debuted in San Diego two
years ago, has expanded its service area to
Chula Vista.  Chula Vista will be the 11th
North American city to have the service.
Users pay a one-time sign-up fee of $35,
and then can access the vehicles via a key
card and entry of a personal PIN number.   

Users will now be able to pick up the
available electric two-seat cars in Chula
Vista, drive in and around the city, up to
Downtown San Diego, or anywhere in the
service area.  Rates are $0.38 per minute,
$13.99 per hour maximum and $72.99 per
day maximum.  

One of the great benefits of the program
is that the users do not have to pay for fuel
or parking.  The car can be parked for free
at any parking meter, legal parking space, or
at a charging station.  Known as “floating
returns”, the user is not obligated to return
the car to the location in which they found
it. This allows for greater flexibility and
convenience when using
the cars.  
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COUNT Y

(continued on page 4

NATIONAL CIT Y

CHULA VISTA

13149 SCEDC Newsletter 29  10/8/13  3:26 PM  Page 3



Free Summer Shuttle Usage Up
500%, Great Success 

This summer, the City of Coronado
launched a free Coronado Summer Shuttle
bus service.  The service began in July and
concluded at the end of September.  In
coordination with the Metropolitan Transit
System (MTS), the City and elected officials
invited community members and tourists to
take a free bus ride.  

Brochures including a map highlighting
the major stops along the route were
distributed throughout the city. Each city
bus was wrapped with graphics promoting
Coronado and popular locations 

The program cost the city $54,150 with
$13,000 coming from the Coronado
Tourism Improvement District to help pay
for the bus wraps.  

“The City of Coronado is proud of this
opportunity to partner with MTS and our
own Coronado Tourism Improvement
District to provide residents and visitors of
Coronado with this free shuttle from 9 a.m.
to 9:30 p.m.” said Coronado Mayor Casey
Tanaka. “We are gratified to see that this
program has boosted bus ridership of our
904 bus route by approximately 500
percent and we look forward to seeking out
other similar opportunities in the future.”  

The City of Coronado is a popular
tourist destination, especially during the
summer months.  The free shuttle was a
welcomed resource for visitors and
residents alike. 

Coastal Commission Approves
Bikeway Village

The California Coastal Commission has
conditionally approved a bikeway village
project to allow the City of Imperial Beach
to better cater to bikers and pedestrians.
The project will convert two warehouses
near 13th and Florence Street into an eco-
tourist destination.  The development will
include a café, bike shop, public restrooms
and a community room.  

“This project is a welcome addition to
the City of Imperial Beach,” said Imperial
Beach Mayor Jim Janney. “The bikeway
village will capitalize on the gorgeous bay
views we have down here, creating a place
for residents to congregate. I’d like to thank
Rex Butler and his team for their hard work
making this project a reality.”  

The land was originally purchased by
Coronado resident and entrepreneur Rex
Butler, who wanted to build a small-scale
commercial development that preserved
coastal views while promoting ecotourism
and pedestrian activity.  

“It could have been 14 homes on the site
but I think it’s better for the city to have
some sales tax revenue coming in,” said
Butler. “We’re creating an intersection
which would slow the traffic down and
provide some public restrooms for the
bikers.”

The project is expected to produce

revenue from sales and property taxes that
would benefit the City of Imperial Beach
economically. 

SANDAG Hits SR-125 Usage Goals
The San Diego Association of

Governments (SANDAG) has reached its
four goals to increase usage on the South
Bay Expressway for the fiscal year ending on
June 30.  The accomplishment marks the
first anniversary of cutting tolls by up to 40
percent. Results indicate that the toll
reduction strategy is working and that
SANDAG is exceeding usage expectations
and meeting revenue targets set in their
strategic plan for acquiring the toll road.  

The first goal was to increase local trips
within Chula Vista by 15 percent. Trips have
increased by more than 50 percent
compared to 2012 – 2013 numbers.  

The second goal was to increase overall
usage of the SR 125 toll road by 15 percent.
Trips for the 2013 fiscal year exceeded
11.65 million, 22 percent higher than what
was forecasted if the tolls were not reduced.

The third goal was to increase FasTrak
electronic toll accounts by ten percent.
Account holders increased by nearly 16
percent.  

The fourth goal was to increase FasTrak
transponders in circulation by 15 percent.
Circulation has increased by 20 percent
since the toll reduction.  

With toll revenues slightly exceeding the
$21 million target for fiscal year 2013,
SANDAG is meeting its requirements for
covering operating costs, funding
maintenance reserves, and scheduled debt
service payments

Port Celebrates Terminal
Improvement Project

At the end of this summer the Port of
San Diego celebrated a $3 million capital
improvement project to its Tenth Avenue
Marine Terminal.  In order to provide more
flexible berthing and improve special cargo

PAGE 4
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PORT DISTRICT

IMPERIAL BEACH

SAN DIEGO

CORONADO

Coronado’s free summer shuttle bus
wrapped in attractive images

promoting the City of Coronado. 

Chula Vista is the second fastest
growing city in the nation since the
recession.  According to MSN Real

Estate Chula Vista has grown 17.7%
since 2007 with a population of

approximately 252,422, second only
to New Orleans, Louisiana.   
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handling capabilities, the Port went to great
lengths to renovate the terminal.  The
project included demolishing old transit
sheds and warehouses that were originally
built to accommodate cargo moved on
pallets and required covered storage, like
cotton and newspaper.  

The demolition added 58,000 square
feet of open space, allowing for more
efficient offloading and transfer to storage
or direct transit.  

At the end of August, the M/V cargo ship
became the first vessel to visit the terminal
since the renovations were completed.  The
craft offloaded three 100-megawatt
generators, each weighing in at 160 tons,
headed for a Southern California power
plant.  

The Port of San Diego is an industry
leader in handling specialty “break bulk”
cargo.  The offload of the 160-ton
generators demonstrated that the first phase
of the optimization efforts at the Tenth
Avenue Marine Terminal were a success, and
a step towards a prosperous future.  

Workers offload one of three 100-
megawatt transformers at the

Tenth Avenue Terminal.
Photo: Port of San Diego 

education and improve the country’s
energy systems.   

Coronado City Councilmember Richard
Bailey discussed the future of Coronado
and their efforts to make housing more
affordable.  Bailey also mentioned that the
city has created the Coronado Tourism
Improvement District to help attract tourists
year-round, in an effort to continue the
success the city’s tourism industry sees
during the summer months.

This year’s keynote speakers were Garry
Ridge, CEO of WD40 and Greg Koch, Co-
Founder of Stone Brewing Company.  Both
gentlemen gave very informative and
thought provoking speeches to the
summit’s lunch guests.  

Ridge, spoke about the business
philosophy that WD40 has followed for
years and has had great success with. WD40
considers themselves as a tribe. All
employees work together to benefit the
tribe as a whole, always collaborating,

Elected officials panel: (Left to Right)
Mexican Senator, Victor Hermosillo

Celada;  San Diego Port
Commissioner, Anne Moore; US

Congressman, Juan Vargas; Imperial
Beach City Councilmember, Edward
Spriggs; Moderator, UT-San Diego,

Jeff Light;  US Congresswoman,
Susan Davis; Chula Vista City

Councilmember, Pamela Bensoussan;
National City Mayor, Ron Morrison;

San Diego City Councilmember,
David Alvarez; Coronado City

Councilmember Richard Bailey. 

Keynote Speaker Garry Ridge,
CEO of WD40

Keynote Speaker Greg Koch,
Co-Founder of Stone Brewery,

toasts SCEDC

The Regional Leadership Award is
presented to Tina Williams and the
South Bay YMCA for serving as a

leader in integrating valuable
benchmarks upon the region. 

Economic Summit (continued from Page 1)

Save the Date
December 3, 2013 
SCEDC Holiday

Breakfast
(continued on page 7)
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A Chula Vista soccer training facility, The
Futbol Factory, opened at the beginning of
September after signing a five-year lease at
the Salt Creek Industrial Center valued at
more than $1 million. The facility is located
at 2390 Boswell Road, Suite 400 in the
Chula Vista Community of Eastlake.

The facility was founded by four
business professionals and futbol
enthusiasts in San Diego and Mexico who
recognized a need for a place where the
community could come to learn the basic
fundamentals and technical skills of the
game.   

The Futbol Factory offers a training
program designed to help kids and adults
learn and enjoy the game. “The Futbol
Factory will bring great business and
recreational activity to the South County
community,” said Cindy Gompper-Graves,
President and CEO of the South County
Economic Development Council, who
helped introduce the company to the South
County region and has been assisting them
throughout the process. “We have a lot of
avid soccer fans in the South Bay, and I
know they’ll be excited about having a
premier training center that’s so accessible,”
she explained.

PAGE 6

The SDREZ Partnership (Cities of Chula
Vista,  National City and San Diego and the
Port of San Diego), and its regional
economic development partners, (South
County Economic Development Council,
National City Chamber of Commerce, Chula
Vista Chamber of Commerce, Otay Mesa
Chamber of Commerce) and with input
from local businesses, were successful in
getting some language included in the AB
93 and SB 90 that may benefit the region.
This came after the Partnership worked very
hard these last few weeks to express the
needs of the local business community
within the boundaries of the San Diego
Regional Enterprise Zone Program (SDREZ)
and Local Agency Military Base Recovery
Area (LAMBRA) to Sacramento legislators.
We are thankful to everyone who helped in
this collaborative effort, especially the
region and state legislators. 

The San Diego region was successful in
ensuring that:

• Some businesses within qualifying
census tracts of the former Enterprise Zones
and former LAMBRA’s (Liberty Station) will
be eligible for the new hiring credit
incentive. The Governor’s Office of
Business and Economic Development
(GOBiz) will notify SDREZ staff which
census tracts in the San Diego region are
eligible for this hiring credit.

• Additional employee eligibility
categories were added to the three
categories initially proposed for the new
hiring credit incentive: 1) long-term
unemployed; 2) unemployed veterans; 3)
recipients of General Assistance.

• Businesses with existing Enterprise
Zone or LAMBRA hiring credits on the
books will have 10 years ( January 1, 2024)
to continue taking advantage of the
carryover credits.

San Diego Regional
Enterprise Zone
Update

Soccer Training
Center Comes to
Chula Vista

CBP Eliminates
Decals for Sentri
Approved Vehicles

Chula Vista Mayor Cheryl Cox
speaks at the ribbon cutting at

Chula Vista’s Futbol Center. 

The California Border Patrol (CBP) will
no longer issue windshield decals for
SENTRI approved vehicles. Pending
applications and appointments for
replacement, stickers will be canceled and a
refund will be issued for $25 to cover the
fee individuals paid to submit their
application. The refund may take up to six
months to process.  

CBP decided to do away with the decals
after it became a safety issue for the drivers.
In some instances, the easily recognizable
SENTRI users were being targeted by drug
traffickers as unwitting couriers.  CBP now
has different methods for recognizing
SENTRI-approved vehicles, so drivers are
free to remove the decal if they wish to do so.

U-Haul 
Miguel Aguirre 

F&F Income Properties 
Darren Pudgil 
Mosher Drew 
Ygrene Energy 

MediExcel 
Balfour Beatty 

Daily Transcript 
Futbol Factory 

Sunwood Ventrues 

Save the Date
November 7, 2013

Building Your
Business with

Facebook
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always learning.  Ridge went on to explain,
he believes fear is debilitating in the work
place. As such, mistakes and problems are
seen as learning experiences, helping to
remove fear from the organization.  Ridge
called it a perfect balance between being

tough minded and tender hearted.  “The
three words that I love the most are ‘I don’t
know’,” Ridge continued, “Because when I
don’t know something, it means I am going
to learn something.”

Koch, began his talk with a toast, “to all
of you!” he said, toasting the crowd with a
glass of Stone Beer.  After providing a

PAGE 7

With the support of
the SCEDC and introductions to

many great professionals that helped
us to get ready, The Futbol Factory is
open for business. The SCEDC is a
powerful advocate and has tools that
are important for a small business to

get started and succeed.
– Juan Paz Y Puente 

The Futbol Factory

The Pioneer Award is presented to
Pacifica Hotels for their contribution

to improve the face of the City of
Imperial Beach with their new

Marriot Hotel and Cohen Group
Restaurant. 

The Bi-National Endeavor Award is
presented to the Eastlake and

Tijuana Little League teams and
their coaches for showing exemplary

sportsmanship and cooperation
while competing in the 2013 Little

League World Series.  

Save the Date
October 29, 2013 

SDG&E Community
Leaders Spotlight

Event

history of how he became introduced to
craft beer, Koch spoke to Stone’s
philosophy.  “If someone is not your
customer, it is a mistake to try to make them
your customer,” said Koch, “and I will never
sell out!” Since 1996, Stone has grown to be
one of the most successful craft breweries in
the country, all the while, never advertising,
never discounting their beer, and never

giving away their product for free.  
The beer industry in San Diego has

grown by leaps and bounds in the last two
decades, Koch explained.  As a leader in
craft brewing, Stone has brought an
immense amount of economic growth to the
San Diego region that is now recognized as

Economic Summit (continued from Page 5)

The Marilyn Lassman Golden
Dedication Lifetime Achievement
Award is presented to Christine

Moore for her continued
commitment and dedication to the

South County.  

“

The Best of South County Award is
presented to the Third Avenue
Village Association for their

leadership and strong commitment
to the people of Chula Vista. 

the number one place for craft beer brewing
in the world. Koch believes that with this
status, we have the ability to bring even
more tourism to San Diego and ensure that
locally brewed beer is sold and available
anywhere in San Diego, thereby creating a
beer industry that will benefit the region for
decades to come.

The Outstanding Corporate Citizen
Award is presented to Adam Sparks

owner of Mangia Italiano for his
willingness to open Mangia

Italiano’s doors and host numerous
events and meetings that promote

civic engagement. 

”
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