
The South County Economic
Development Council gathered key
stakeholders for a binational roundtable
discussion with U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Commissioner R. Gil
Kerlikowske. During the meeting,
Commissioner Kerlikowske announced
that CBP and cross-border terminal
proponents had reached an agreement
regarding CBP staffing levels for the long-
awaited cross-border facility. 

Kerlikowske also addressed staffing tied
to the San Diego-Arizona Eastern Railway,
noting that if the railway is reactivated, the
federal government usually absorbs the
cost of staffing at the port of entry for rail
crossing international borders and that rail
companies would be responsible for
infrastructure needs. The roundtable also
included discussion of expansion of the
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MTS Working to
Re-Activate San
Diego & Arizona
Eastern Railway
With an eye toward re-establishing use

of an underutilized asset for the transit
authority, MTS has been negotiating with
railroad operators to implement $50
million to $100 million in necessary
repairs on 57 bridges and 21 tunnels that
comprise the Desert Line of the San Diego
and Arizona Eastern Railway. The Desert
Line includes what is thought to be the
largest wooden trestle bridge in the United
States – the Goat Canyon Bridge built in
1930.

According to Karen Landers of MTS,
reconstruction of the Desert Line will
allow significant cargo to be carried on the
aged line, which will reduce truck traffic in
the United States and reduce shipping

(continued on Page 7)
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The hour-long discussion included a question-and-answer period as well as
open comments from more than 20 individuals, representing public and

private organizations in the South County, Baja and Tijuana regions.

Binational Roundtable
Participants Included

• South County EDC
• San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce
• Otay Mesa Chamber of Commerce
• National City Chamber of Commerce 
• San Diego Chamber of Commerce 
• Smart Border Coalition
• Cali Baja Mega Region
• Tijuana CDT
• Tijuana Deitac
• Rosarito Economic Development

Council
• Tecate Economic Development &

Tourism
• East Otay Mesa Property Owners
• Senator Boxer’s office
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As we conclude another fiscal year for
the South County Economic Development
Council, it is time to reflect on some of our
extraordinary accomplishments over the
past 12 months.  

Major projects we have worked tirelessly
on for more than a decade are now
becoming a reality, such as the Chula Vista
Bayfront Master Plan and the Cross Border
Terminal.

Other accomplishments include
receiving a federal grant to create an
Aerotropolis Plan, forming an Aetropolis
Committee, as well as hosting two business
publications, the San Diego Daily Transcript
and the San Diego Business Journal. 

Our business outreach efforts continued
throughout the year and our staff and
volunteers met with 221 individual business
owners to address specific challenges they
are facing and to assist in capturing new
opportunities.

South County EDC works on a daily
basis to promote the region to prospective
businesses considering relocating to the
area.  In the past 12 months we presented
local opportunities to a solar panel
manufacturer, and an electronics recycler,
and participated in a statewide search for
300 acres of industrial land.  We assisted
Foot Balance with its warehouse relocation,
assisted Futbol Factory in its opening in
Chula Vista, and retained a large health
insurance company that was considering
moving out of state.  We also toured the
new university site in Chula Vista with the
leadership of Point Loma Nazarene
University.

Other efforts that promoted economic
prosperity in the region included three
Rapid Responses meetings for workers
being laid off so as to assist them in re-
entering the workforce quickly.

It has been my pleasure to serve as your

chairman over the past couple of months. 
I look forward to continuing to serve the
South County EDC in a variety of ways in
the months and years to come.

Ricardo Macedo, Chairman of the Board
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Tijuana Companies Recognized as “Best Places to Work”
Tijuana-based Plantronics Mexico, also

known as Plamex, was recently recognized
as the “Best Place To Work” in Mexico for
the fourth year in a row. This distinction
highlights the advanced human resource
programs now being implemented by
manufacturing companies in Tijuana.

A great place to work, as defined by the
Great Place to Work Institute, is “a place in
which you trust the people you work for,
have pride in what you do, and enjoy the
people you work with.”

Employees from more than 500
companies participated in the survey to
evaluate their companies on credibility,
respect, fairness, pride and camaraderie. 

Additional Tijuana companies that were
recognized this year include Welch Allyn de
Mexico, Greatbatch Medical, Gasmart,
Harman de Mexico Planta Tijuana,
Medtronic Mexico, and Eaton. 

Plamex is a manufacturing facility

dedicated to building audio
communications technology.  It has been
operating in Tijuana for more than 40 years,
employing more than 2,000 people.
Educational opportunities at Plamex have
helped employees attain more than 2,300
degrees. Over the past five years,
development programs have enabled more
than 1,000 employees to grow into new

roles in the company rather than leaving
Plamex for professional growth
opportunities. 

According to Alejandro Bustamante,
senior vice president of operations at
Plamex, success has been a result of the
company’s work culture, which is based on
living its values by supporting employees
through such educational programs. 

Plamex recently consolidated four operations under one roof. The new facility
has a soccer field, gym and basketball court in addition to new equipment that

supports molecular coding and a new engineering lab. 
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City Launches New Program That
Helps Businesses Save Energy

The city of Chula Vista is expanding
energy program and commitment to using
alternative energy sources with the launch
of the new Clean Energy Chula Vista
program. The city has saved thousands of
dollars in energy costs with solar energy
and was recently recognized by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency with an
Organizational Leadership Award for its
efforts to address and respond to climate
change. 

Clean Energy Chula Vista is a new
financing program that allows qualified
property owners to install solar panels and
make other energy and water-saving
upgrades to their businesses and repay the
financing through property taxes. Chula
Vista is the first city in San Diego County to
establish its own, independently
administered Property Assessed Clean
Energy, or PACE, program. 

Visit www.CleanEnergyChulaVista.com or
call (619) 430-2282 for information on how
Chula Vista property owners can access
100% financing to make energy efficiency,
renewable energy, and water conservation
improvements. Financing is repayable over
the long term through property tax bills.

The Clean Energy Program is a
partnership with the city and Ygrene Energy
Fund, a leading developer and
administrator of clean energy financing
programs. Ygrene's building upgrade
financing provides privately funded and
immediately accessible financing for
renewable and energy efficiency upgrades
to both residential and commercial property
owners with no upfront costs. These Clean
Energy Districts are projected to create tens
of thousands of local jobs, invest hundreds
of millions into local economies and drive
massive reductions in greenhouse gasses.

With solar installations throughout the
city, Chula Vista now generates 1 megawatt
of energy each year. For more information
visit www.chulavistaca.gov/clean.

Two New Segments of Bayshore
Bikeway Approved for
National City

The Board of Port Commissioners
recently approved plans for two new
segments of the Bayshore Bikeway. The two
segments will be located on port tidelands
in National City.

The Bayshore Bikeway is a regional
infrastructure improvement managed by the
San Diego Association of Governments to
provide public access along and around San
Diego Bay. It will provide a dedicated bike
lane for bicyclists. The bikeway is 24 miles
and starts at Broadway Pier in San Diego. It
continues through the cities of San Diego,
National City, Chula Vista, Imperial Beach
and Coronado.

SANDAG is constructing the bikeway in
segments, and the most recently completed
segment opened in Chula Vista in March
2012.  Although SANDAG is paying for the
bikeway, the Port of San Diego must
maintain the striping, pavement markings
and median for portions in its jurisdiction.
Construction of the new portions is
anticipated to begin in late fall.

Moody’s Assigns Rare Aaa Rating
To Coronado

Moody’s Investors Services has assigned
an Aaa credit rating, the highest credit
rating issued, to the city of Coronado for its
exceptionally strong financial position
evidenced by ample reserves and the
absence of any outstanding debt. Coronado
joins just eight other California cities and
has become the only city in San Diego
County to hold the Aaa rating.

In a review of Coronado conducted
earlier this year, the credit rating company
issued a report in late April citing the city’s
stable and moderately sized tax base, above
average wealth levels, and favorable debt
position as the basis for issuing its initial
Aaa rating.

According to Moody’s, Coronado
“maintains a healthy financial position with
conservative budgeting and the setting aside
of various reserves to address ongoing
capital expenditures, unforeseen economic
emergencies and downturns as well as the
additional funding of ongoing pension
liabilities.”

“This rare rating demonstrates
Coronado’s financial stability and high
standing among hundreds of municipalities
in California, particularly for a city of our
size,” said City Manager Blair King. “We
have been monitoring and implementing
best financial practices, such as advanced
pension payments, creation of a post-
employment benefits trust, designated
reserves, and starting a major facilities
replacement fund. This is validation from a
respected source.”

IB Celebrates $420,000 Worth of
Improvements to its Pier

A celebration to recognize the
completion of the project to refurbish the
Imperial Beach Pier was held in late May
with a "Final Nail" ceremony.  Jim Janney,
mayor of Imperial Beach, and Board of Port
Commissioners Vice Chairman Dan Malcolm
drove the final two spikes into the pier.
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(continued on page 4)

CHULA VISTA NATIONAL CIT Y

CORONADO

IMPERIAL BEACH

Moody’s said while much of
Coronado’s economy is tied to

tourism, “the local tax base gains
incredible stability from the

residential nature of the city as well
as the stabilizing presence that the

Coronado Navy Base provides.
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The refurbishment project entailed
replacing nearly 1,500 planks, most
weighing 250 pounds. Approximately
35,000 spikes were used to anchor the new
planks.

"I'm proud of the Port's investment in a
new and improved Imperial Beach Pier for
the public to enjoy," said Malcolm, who
represents Imperial Beach. "This is one of
our most popular viewing and fishing spots,
and it's part of the economic revitalization
of Imperial Beach that includes a new beach
resort hotel, restaurants and a brewing
company. The Imperial Beach Pier is a
cornerstone of the public amenities that
make this city a great place to live, work
and play."

"The Imperial Beach Pier is a regional
attraction and one of our beach city's and
the Port's most iconic features since the
original structure was built a half-century
ago," said Janney. "Through major
maintenance projects like this one, the Port

of San Diego's investment in the continued
operation of this community asset
demonstrates the Port's commitment to the
residents of Imperial Beach and to San
Diego Bay."

The project's contractor, Just
Construction, Inc., completed the project in
time for the busy Memorial Day weekend.
The bulk of the work was accomplished at
night, allowing for the pier to remain open
during the day. The cost of the project was
$420,000.

Port Handles Massive Shipment
for Power Plant in Mexico

The Port of San Diego handled a key
export shipment at the Tenth Avenue
Marine Terminal in early April when SSA
Marine and local long-shore workers
offloaded a massive generator. The
generator was then trucked across the U.S.-
Mexico border for development of the Agua
Prieta power plant in Sonora, Mexico. Along
with the generator – which at 300 metric
tons was the port's heaviest shipment in 10
years – more than 200 wooden pallets and
ancillary equipment were offloaded from
the heavy lift vessel M/V Palabora. The
power plant equipment was shipped by
Mitsubishi Hitachi Power Systems Americas.

The Port of San Diego is an industry
leader in the specialty cargo business. In
August 2013, the Port completed a $3
million Capital Improvement Project at the
Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal to provide
more flexible berthing and to improve its
ability to handle specialty cargo that
requires large space for storage and staging.
The project included the demolition of
transit sheds and warehouses. The
demolition provided an additional 58,000
square feet of open space at Tenth Avenue
Marine Terminal.

CBT Clears Latest Hurdle
More than 15 years in the making, the

Cross-Border Terminal at Rodriquez

International Airport in Tijuana is getting
closer to reality.  The San Diego – Tijuana
Airport Cross Border Facility (CBF) project
has achieved another milestone, recently
reaching agreement with U.S. Customs and
Border Protection for operations and
staffing.  

Ground was broken on the U.S. side in
June, according to Otay-Tijuana Venture, the
project’s developer.

The Tijuana airport sits right on the
international border, and the new CBT
facility will include a pedestrian bridge that
connects the airport to a new U.S. Customs
and Border Patrol station just over the
border fence in Otay Mesa. Because it will
be available exclusively to ticketed airline
passengers who pay a toll, the wait to cross
the border is expected to be minimal.  

Construction already is under way at
Tijuana’s Rodriguez International Airport to
connect the passenger terminal to the new
pedestrian bridge that will span the
U.S./Mexico border and connect to the CBF
on Otay Mesa.  The bridge itself will be 390-
feet long, a quick five-minute walk for
ticketed airline passengers heading north or
south from flights in Tijuana.  

Preserving Nature and
Supporting Jobs
By Supervisor Greg Cox

It has long been understood that there is
great beauty in nature. But, there can also
be jobs and prosperity too. That was the
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Attending the “Final Nail”
ceremony for the re-planking of

the pier were, left to right, Shane
Peterson, project manager for the
Port of San Diego; Imperial Beach
Mayor Jim Janney; Dan Malcolm,

Vice Chairman of the Board of Port
Commissioners; and Ernie Medina,

Director of Engineering –
Construction for the Port.

COUNT Y

PORT OF SAN DIEGO

SAN DIEGO

Shown here in a conceptual
rendering, the Cross-Border

Terminal will include a pedestrian
bridge at Rodriquez International

Airport in Tijuana.  
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were good paying jobs that covered a broad
range of skills such as heavy construction,
surveying, engineering design services,
biological consulting, landscaping, and
security. The project generated $13.4
million in economic benefits, both directly
and by multiplying through the
communities. 

The benefits are not temporary. Projects
like this help stimulate the region’s growing
ecotourism, from bird watchers looking to
document the national refuge’s local
wildlife to nature lovers searching for
pockets of relatively undisturbed natural
areas in our urban jungles.

Cleary, this restoration project has
provided great benefits to both wildlife and
people. That’s something we can all
support.

San Diego Awarded $250,000
Caltrans Environmental Justice
Grant

The city of San Diego has been awarded
an Environmental Justice Grant from
Caltrans in the amount of $250,000 to study
approximately one mile of Palm Avenue
from Interstate 5 to 13th Street. The funds
will be used to create a blueprint for
transforming the six-lane highway into a
multi-modal corridor that encourages
investment, promotes economic
development and provides for vehicle,
pedestrian, and bicyclist-friendly
transportation in a more livable and
sustainable manner. 

“The plan is intended to address the
issue of accessibility along Palm Avenue by
all modes of transportation while improving
the livability and economic vitality of the
corridor,” stated Councilmember David
Alvarez.  

Community Outreach Workshops will be
held with businesses, residents and other
stakeholders including military personnel,
the Otay-Nestor Community Planning
Group, South County Economic
Development Council, the city of Imperial
Beach, the Port of San Diego, and the
Imperial Beach Business Improvement

PAGE 5

existing Otay port of entry and the
proposed Otay 2 port of entry; San Diego-
Mexico border wait times and more. 

He said that some suggestions, like split
shifts for CBP staff, haven’t been proven to
be effective elsewhere, but noted that
“Congress has approved an additional 2,000
border protection officers to be hired prior
to fiscal year 2015.”

“Studies have shown how important
border crossings are to the national
economy, and San Diego is home to the
busiest land port of entry in the world, said
Cindy Gompper-Graves, president and CEO
of the South County EDC. “We’re
committed to working with CBP and our
regional stakeholders to see the full,
realized potential for the San Diego, and
national, economy that comes from being a
binational region.”

Commissioner (continued from front page)

takeaway from a recent report by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service that examined the
“restoration economy” – a new subset of
green jobs related to ecological restoration
projects.

“Restoration Returns: The Contribution
of Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program
and Coastal Program Projects to Local U.S.
Economies” is an economic analysis that
examined the effect of habitat restoration
projects.

The results were eye-opening, and it
brought good news for those of us in South
County working to create jobs. The report
showed that in fiscal 2011, $158 million
spent in habitat programs across the nation
contributed $180 million to local
economies and supported nearly 4,000
jobs.

Locally, that effect could be seen at the
San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge,
where we have worked with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife to restore South San Diego
Bay, including the Chula Vista Wildlife
Preserve, Emory Cove and the San Diego
Bay National Wildlife Refuge. The project
involved restoring 300 acres of South San
Diego Bay to improve the habitat for fish
and wildlife, creating salt marsh habitats,
improving nesting areas for endangered and
migratory species, and restoring tidal
circulation that restored and enhanced
conditions for plants, birds and fish.

The overall cost of the South San Diego
Bay Restoration and Enhancement Project
was $7.7 million, which supported 130
construction-related jobs locally.  These

BREAKING NEWS

Public-private partnerships are
popping up more and more as a
means to increase efficiency to
improve commerce and safety. 

–Commissioner  Kerlikowske

“
”

District, as well as school and neighborhood
associations. 

“The intent of the outreach is to engage
stakeholders in the decision-making
process, build collaboration and consensus
that begins with a clear understanding of
the existing challenges and opportunities,”
Alvarez added.

The final plan that is developed from
this grant will include a cohesive
revitalization plan for the project area. This
study will not produce environmental
documents or construction drawings, but
would provide the city with enough
information to be ready to apply for future
funding. 

“The economic progress that will be
identified by this area is enormous and the
businesses in the commercial corridor will
benefit tremendously,” Alvarez concluded.

(continued on page 6)
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South County Employers
are Hiring!

The 3rd Annual Career Pathways to Success job fair held in April
in National City, highlighted the recent increases in job
opportunities in our region.  Organized by the South County Career
Center in partnership with the National City Chamber of Commerce,
the city of National City and the Small Business Development Center,
the job fair also offered free resume review, educational resources
and an Entrepreneurship Center.  

The Career Pathways to Success job fair was created as a
workforce development vehicle, focusing on in-demand industries
specific to South County such as healthcare, maritime, automotive
and hospitality.  Top regional employers such as Rady Children’s
Hospital, Pasha Automotive, Navy Region Southwest, Wal-Mart, and
Homeland Security were on hand, with hundreds of current job
openings.

Results of an employer survey demonstrated the success of the
job fair with a number of documented new hires and interviews
currently in progress. Steven Hill, general manager of Coastal Front
Properties, summed up his experience by stating, “As an employer
looking to hire, this job fair exceeded all my expectations.  I was
surprised not only by the talent, but by the volume of talent. The job
applicants were enthusiastic, talented and polished, it was positively
surprising!”

Fifty participating employers were on hand and nearly
1,000 job seekers attended the 3rd Annual Career

Pathways to Success event.

CONNECT Announces Aerospace
& Advanced Manufacturing Win
The U.S. Department of Commerce has selected Southern

California as one of 12 manufacturing communities to receive the
Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership designation.
The Southern California partnership was led by USC and includes
the counties of San Diego, Orange, Los Angeles and Ventura.  This
designation will open preferential access to $1.3 billion in federal
assistance for local aerospace and advanced manufacturing in
Southern California and will be a great tool for regional job creation
efforts.

CONNECT led the San Diego County initiative which includes
Biocom, city of San Diego, East County Economic Development
Corporation, North County Economic Development Corporation,
San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation, San Diego
Workforce Partnership, Sapphire Energy, South County Economic
Development Council, UC San Diego, and the Port of San Diego. 

The Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership
initiative is designed to accelerate the resurgence of manufacturing
in communities nationwide by supporting the development of long-
term economic development strategies that help communities attract
and expand private investment in the manufacturing sector and
increase international trade and exports. More than 70 applications,
including one from Northern California, were submitted and the 12
were selected by an interagency panel, based on the strength of their
economic development plans, the potential for impact in their
communities, and the depths of their partnerships across the public
and private sector to carry out their plans.

The San Diego partnership will focus on workforce development
and training, creating a robust supplier network, development of
new enterprises that manufacture products for the future,
commercialization and access to capital for technologies originally
developed for defense purposes, and infrastructure and trade
development. 

SD ENTERPRISE ZONE
Office Accepting Applications

for Tax Credits
Through the Fall

Employees hired prior to
December 31, 2013, may qualify your business

to receive state tax credits
for the next 10 years.

Visit www.SDREZ.org
for more information or contact

the San Diego Regional Enterprise Zone office
at 619-533-5954.

Roundtable participants emphasized the negative impact longer
border wait times have on local communities and their economies.
Kerlikowske expressed receptivity to various ways of utilizing
technology to expedite crossings at port of entries, including
securing cargo away from the port of entries. He also discussed ways
to better collaborate with security officials in Mexico to expedite in-
bound and out-bound security checks for people crossing the
border.

Commissioner (continued from page 5)
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Special Anniversary
Feature:
FOUNDING
MEMBER PROFILE
Interview with Tony McCune

– By Jennifer Santander

On a recent afternoon I sat down with Tony
McCune to discuss his life, business and his
key role as a founder of South County EDC.
We met at Jimmy’s Famous Tavern in Point Loma, one of Tony’s
favorite lunch spots, just two days before he embarked on a four-
month world cruise that took him from London through the Pacific
Islands and Africa. One thing that stood out in our conversation is
that Tony McCune does not think of himself as an important person
but rather as an average person just doing his best. This is quite
possibly the very attitude that makes him a leader in everything he
does. 

Tony considered a career in the Marine Corps after his three-year
service, but decided instead to stay in South Bay and follow in the
footsteps of his father in the retail car business. Tony McCune,
former owner of the McCune dealerships in the famous National City
Mile of Cars, has a candid attitude about retirement and is far from
turning in his wings when it comes to South County EDC.  

As a businessman, Tony always understood the geographical
advantage of South County, its immediate connection to Mexico and
its diversity of land and people that makes for a fertile economic
environment. He is not only a founder of South County EDC but
also sits on the San Diego Regional Economic Development Council.

Save the Date
24th Annual Economic Summit

Friday, October 10, 2014
San Diego Convention Center

Elected Officials Reception
September 18 in National City
For more information, contact

the South County EDC at scedc@southcountyedc.com

costs for maquiladoras on the other side of the border.
Initial repairs on the Desert Line are expected to begin as early as

July. Limited operations, to the tune of three trains a week, is
expected to commence in late 2015 with full-scale operations
expected in early 2018.

The board of the South County EDC voted unanimously to
support the re-activation of the San Diego & Arizona Railway
regardless of which railroad company operates the line. It is
anticipated that an interconnection agreement would eventually be
negotiated with other railway operators to bring newly constructed
cars by Hyundai and Toyota from Baja across the border into the
United States.

Re-Activating Desert Line (continued from front page)

He continuously emphasizes the important
business opportunities of the southern region,
often neglected by his northern counterparts
who lean toward biotechnology and science
rather than business. He knows firsthand the
impact of such issues as immigration, the
import/export industries, and the need for
improved cross border transportation like the
San Ysidro Point of Entry improvement project
– fifteen years in the making. 

A clear example of his understanding of the
binational impact is that at one point he had
an electronic billboard on the Mexican side of

the border promoting his business and welcoming tourists, a
concept that caught on really quickly as now many U.S. businesses
announce themselves in this manner. He spoke about watching the
construction of highway 125 and its growing pains. Once considered
a challenge, the toll way is now proving itself a success as the
expansion and growth of the city of Chula Vista to the east is
eminently dependent on the access it provides. 

For Tony McCune, life after retirement is only a shift of his focus
toward other community projects. For example, his continued
commitment to the local economy keeps him busy with many
organizations in which he is active. On a personal level, he
contemplates enjoying his love for real estate, traveling with his wife,
the beach and red wine (in no particular order). His message for the
younger generations regarding business development in the years to
come: “live life with passion, combining intelligence with luck, and
be willing to risk it all for your vision.”  

If I were to summarize his life and message I’d have to say he
follows the style of one of his favorite people, Frank Sinatra, doing it
my way.
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A joint meeting of South County EDC’s Workforce & Education Committee and
Aerotropolis Committee included a presentation by Federico Perez Fuentes of

Mexico’s Aerospace University of Queretaro. He presented on how UNAQ’s strong
partnership with the population of Queretaro, government and the

aerospace/aeronautical industry prepares students for the emerging and
fast-growing aerospace/aeronautical industry in Quereator

See The Special Feature
On Page Seven

25Celebrating Our
25th Anniversary

And Honoring
Our Founding Members

The South County Economic
Development Council is funded in part
by grants from the cities of Chula Vista,
Coronado, Imperial Beach, National City
and San Diego, the County of San Diego
and the Port of San Diego as well as
our members.

ABC Training Trust
Athletes of the Future Foundation

Loews Coronado Resort
McKinney Advisory Group

Pacific Imperial Railway

SCEDC Newsletter 33  6/18/14  12:07 PM  Page 8

JOB NAME:  BRIEFINGS Revised 6-19-2014


