
                    
 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee 
 

Date: Friday, March 28, 2014 
 Location: South County EDC 

Bay Room 
1111 Bay Blvd., Suite E 
Chula Vista, CA 91911 
Time: 9:00am-10:30am 

 
MINUTES 

 
List of Attendees 
 

 Name Company 

1 Billy Jo Jannen Independent Writer 

2 Dana Quittner Quittner Consulting 

3 Juan R. Durruthy  Complete Media Works 

4 Jo Marie Diamond East County EDC 

5 John Minto City Of Santee 

6 Tony Ambrose Burkett & Wong Engineers 

7 Bill Tunstall SWC/SCEDC 

8 Cindy Gomppers-Graves SCEDC 

9 Doug Paul The Paul Company, LLC  

10 Kristy Gregg U.S. Bank Corp 

11 Libby Day City Of San Diego 

12 Mark Nanzer SDWP  

13 Rosa Elena Enriquez City of San Diego 

14 Efrain Ibarra South County EDC 

15 Christina Luhn SDREDC 

 
Excuse: Xema Jacobson, Cheryl Mason and Ricardo Macedo 
 
 
 
 



1. Welcome and Introductions 

 Jo Marie Diamond welcomed members and called meeting to order. Self-introductions 

commenced.  Cindy announced that Kristy Gregg is retiring and will not be coming back to 

the CEDS Committee, and that it is very important to start inviting more businesses to the 

CEDS Committee.  Kristy Gregg mentioned that she has really liked working with the 

South/East San Diego County CEDS Committee. 

 

2. Minutes of December 6, 2013 Meeting (Need a Vote) 

 John Minto makes motion to approve the minutes of December 6, 2013 meeting, and Tony 

Ambrose seconds the motion.  Bill Tunstall abstains.  Motion carries. 

 

3. Inviting EDA to Review Projects (Jo Marie) 

 Jo Marie said that it is really important to have Wilfred Marshall come to our meetings. 

Having him hear about the projects, he gives advice and projects may move on. Jo Marie 

suggested that we need to write a letter to invite him to our next committee meeting. Jo Marie 

is willing to help projects with the creation or review of white papers. Cindy said to go 

around County and cities to get a poll of those that bring projects to a meeting when Wil 

attends, that way the meetings are more productive.  Jo Marie will invite Wilfred Marshall to 

attend. 

 John Minto asked when projects could be considered as Tiger grants. Jo Marie and Cindy 

explained that TIGER grants come from the U.S. Department of Transportation, and it stands 

for the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery, or TIGER Discretionary 

Grant Program.  The projects may only be in transportation and infrastructure and need to 

achieve the grant’s requirements at a national level.  Cindy said that if a company writes a 

letter of interest and job creations report, those projects may be able to qualify under CEDS 

funds. Cindy added CEDS has done an informational session and tutorials to explain EDA 

funds. 

 Another may be needed, in form of call conference 

 Or in form of webinar 

 Mark & Juan mentioned that Go To Meeting may be used to do a web conference. Jo Marie 

asked if we can host a Go To Meeting. Cindy suggested Jo to ask Julie first, to queue up 

Wilfred Marshall to attend the next meeting. Because Julie is the one who reviews and 

knows what may be missing, she can help us prepare information before we submitted. 

Billy Jo suggested keeping a recorded webinar.  

 John added that the staff doesn’t fully know about EDA funding. That is when CEDS 

Brochure comes in play. John suggested presenting the CEDS Committee at League of 

California, non-profit organizations, developers, government offices, and private 

businesses. 

 Jo Marie and Cindy said that the match money is there. 



 Cindy asked if we can present to groups from other parts of county. John Minto answered 

yes. Members agreed that with the help from other groups in the county, we are stronger 

and better prepared to accomplish more goals. 

 

4. Aerotropolis Update (Jo-Marie and Cindy) 

 Cindy said that outside of Brown Field’s fence, it is beginning to look like a place with more 

opportunities of economic growth. Bill added that we are looking outside the fence to 

leverage these future opportunities. Doug Paul said that we are looking at other Aerotropolis 

projects in the U.S. and around the world. 

 Brown Field’s advantage is that it is an undeveloped area, whereas Gillespie Field is already 

developed. We are not asking to change the master plan of Brown Field that has already 

approved. 

 Doug Paul said that Brown Field airport will be an economic generator. But we are looking 

for other economic opportunities that we can leverage from this project outside the fence. 

 Dana asked how we can collaborate with other counties when we do the research of East and 

South Aerotropolis projects. Doug said that we can organize meetings with them if we are 

going to jointly present the research to the BDA, even if each county is focusing on specific 

areas to work on. 

 John M. asked if Brown Field has a railroad. Cindy answered that SCEDC has a meeting 

with Paul Jeblonski from MTS and PIR to discuss the future plan of constructing railroads. 

Christina Luhn said that she will be interested to hear about the discussion on the matter. 

Billy Jo Jannen asked for a report on the railroad on the next CEDS meeting.  

 Cindy mentioned that this is the third attempt to reactivate the railway system and the Port 

has a role with the rail lines. 

 Jo Marie said that ECEDC is working hard to make sure we explore all possible 

opportunities with the marketing, financing, and visioning committees. We need to 

differentiate Aerotropolis with the rest of the county’s projects. 

 Application to Tiger funds for capital improvements is due on April 28
th

, 2014. The fund is 

about $300,000.  Cindy said this is not a voting item and members will need to ratify in May. 

Dana said that discussion regarding TIGER funds can’t be voted due to its not being a voting 

item in the agenda. Doug said that applying Tiger funds does fit with our mission statement, 

and we can support it. Dana asked if we can have make corrections and rectifications before 

ratifying it. The consensus supported and agreed Tiger funds to be listed under Aerotropolis 

agenda item. Jo Marie asked for a straw poll to have the support of CEDS Committee. All 

members are in favor. 

 

5. Sub Committees (Efrain) 

 Cindy and Efrain announced to members that they need to choose to participate in one of the 

sub committees by the end of next week. The sub committees include transportation and 

infrastructure, workforce and education, public policy, and binational and industries. 



 

6. CEDS Brochure Final Approval (Efrain) 

 Efrain presented CEDS brochure to members and announced that members have two weeks 

to submit any changes for the brochure. 

 

7. Other Business 

 67
th

 Bradley was critical to Aerotropolis for accomplishments and infrastructure. 

 We need to send an email in June to give feedback about the tasks and who we can present 

CEDS Committee too. 

 Members discussed about the drought and how it impacts businesses and industries in East 

and South County. 

 Dana asked if there are businesses, manufacturers, and industries that use less water. 

 Members agreed that we need to be proactive to figure out droughts.  

 By next week: 

o CEDS Brochure 

o Sub Committees 

8. Meeting Adjourned at 10:30a.m. 

 


