
                    
 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee 
 

Date: Tuesday, October 14, 2014 
 Location: Mangia Italiano 

248 Third Ave,  
Chula Vista, CA 91910 

Time: 11:00am-12:00pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

List of Attendees 
 

 Name Company 

1 Doug Kerner Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney LLC 

2 Ricardo Macedo Bank of America 

3 Michael Meacham  City of Chula Vista 

4 Libby Day City of San Diego 

5 Rosa Elena Enriquez City of San Diego 

6 Andy Hall SDWP 

7 Juan Durruthy Complete Media Works, LLC 

8 Alejandra Mier y Teran Otay Chamber of Commerce 

9 Christine Moore AT&T 

10 Clarissa Falcon Falcon Strategies, LLC 

11 Doug Paul The Paul Company, LLC 

12 Doug Perkins Pacific Gateway Group 

14 Wilfred Marshall EDA 

15 Jo Marie Diamond East County EDC 

16 Cindy Gompper-Graves South County EDC 

17 Pam White City of Santee 

18 Lindsay Arobone SD Commercial LLC 

19 Dana Quittner Quittner Consulting 

20 Efrain Ibarra South County EDC 

21 Carl Netleton Nettleton Strategies, LLC 

22 Honorable Greg Cox Supervisor, County of San Diego 

23 Brad Raulston City of National City 



 
Excuse: Tony Ambrose, Cheryl Mason, and Vicki Garcia-Golden 
 
 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

 Cindy Gompper-Graves and Jo-Marie Diamond welcomed all attendees and introductions 

commenced. 

 

2. Minutes 

 There was no quorum to approve the minutes at this time. 

3. Aerotropolis Update  

 The feasibility study is almost done. The 4th Draft as well as the final draft might be done by 

the end of the month. 

 Jo Marie says they are almost done and once they are completed, we will combine them to 

one report. The project was evaluated with economic vitality. FAA did not pay for the report, 

but CALTRANS did. Cities have joined together to include in SANDAG’s study the 

inclusion of Gillespie Field. Out of the 20 airports, including Denver’s, Gillespie Field met 

the criteria under Aerotropolis first community to take the airport study. The PDF’s of the 

study will be sent. 

 

4. Special Guest: Wilfred Marshall, Economic Development Administration 

 Mr. Marshall mentioned that EDA is ready to fund some projects. You need to coordinate 

your activities to plan the funding.  He suggested South/East County CEDS to invite 

everyone to EDA’s website. EDA funds on a quarterly basis, but we do not in December. We 

fund on the 17th.  

 Mr. Marshall stated that he and the applicants are on the same page to make sure funding 

goes straight to a project and committee.  11300, 11302 and 11307 are the Catalog numbers. 

o 11300- Construction, New Construction & Remodeling 

o 11302- Planning on Technical assistance. Get your local people together and decide 

on what to do first. 

o 11307- EDA can help in Design, Renovation and New Construction. That 

infrastructure leads to the creation of new jobs.  

 Example: Chula Vista has land available. There are companies that have left and now there 

are new opportunities available to bring different companies in. This can occur if companies 

are signing to work together with city to place sewage, lights, roads, buildings and the plan is 

for a 9 year period and with certain amount of jobs. After that, EDA can consider the help of 

funds. 

 Example: EDA can fund Non-profits to apply for funding if the organization is building a 

medical facility.  

 Success stories: San Diego is doing well because unemployment is going down. 

o Mr. Marshall notes that they have founded non-profits, incubators and 

entrepreneurship. 



 Discussion: Otay Mesa Chamber of Commerce brought up infrastructure in Otay Mesa. 

Truck traffic issue. Mr. Marshall says that yes they can consider new jobs created, but not for 

relocations.  A letter of interest just as Exhibit A which refers to a company who is going to 

expand but not allocate. The direct job creation needs to happen first over a 9 year period, at 

the latest, of what type of projects, it needs to be significant jobs (12+ per hour) and not jobs 

similar as Walmart or McDonald’s.  

o Do a 1 page/ White Paper first 

o Mr. Marshall reviews it 

o Can contact Mr. Marshall on the phone 

o If it makes sense to the applicant and to Mr. Marshall, then go on with the process.  

o An engineering report. 

 Don’t worry about the December date. If Mr. Marshall can get you in by 

December, then Mr. Marshall can get you in and give you an end date. 

o Submit 

 Discussion:  Ms. Quittner  

o Is there a way of a correction of a transportation corridor off of Bradley by Gillespie 

Field that the company (or companies) will expand there? The answer is yes, where 

Mr. Marshall can help remove the deterrent, knowing that those companies will create 

new jobs. 

 Discussion:  Pamela, City of Santee.  

o El Cajon has one of the largest Mega centers where immigrants from Middle East 

work there. Can these mega centers apply for EDA funding? Yes, there is a project in 

Imperial County of Chinese investors and is creating local jobs of about 300 jobs for 

the Chinese community.  

 EDA does not expect for federal match (By Jo Marie Diamond) 

o $15 million by November is the announcement in EDA’s web site. EDA has had 

never talked about equity. It is new now and it may be a possibility.  

 Every 10,000 to create a job with no ceiling. 

o You can reduce unemployment with 100 jobs in San Diego, but it is not significant 

compare to 100 jobs in Imperial County. Consequently, if 100 jobs created in 

Imperial County, Mr. Marshall will consider taking a look at it. They only give 5 

years to do it.  

o We need to know if we are going to be able to do the project in 5 years.  

o The developer can do the letter of intent and have the company to sign when the city 

is applying for EDA funds. 

 How can we suppose the border plays a role in applying for EDA funding? The border is 

very important for South County. Mr. Marshall says that the Secretary likes international 

Trade. He can do a soft Project to keep the Secretary happy.  

 Mr. Marshall mentioned that the Assistant Secretary wants to cross the border. 

 He also will consider the Otay Mesa transportation project that Otay Mesa Chamber of 

Commerce and David Wick are working on, because Cindy Gompper-Graves said that this 

project falls within the International Trade. 

 Mr. Marshall discussed with Michael Meacham, City of Chula Vista to find empty land, get 

together with a non-profit and create an incubator. 

 

5. Meeting Adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 


