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You built your business
It wasn’t easy. There were long hours 
and hard work—probably still are. You
should be proud. To us, at The Island,
you’re a hometown hero. You certainly
deserve credit. You also deserve credit
lines, business loans, commercial 
property loans, and so much more.

Business at The Island
Our member businesses don’t care 
about “branches nationwide,” they’re 
San Diego based. So are we. The
Island's been locally owned and 
headquartered since we opened in
1940. And, our decision makers have
lived and worked here for decades.

Loan decisions can be made quickly. 
In fact, we have been recognized by
CDC Small Business Finance for our 
pioneering efforts in making loans to
small businesses headquartered in 
San Diego County. With more than 
$1.5 billion in assets, we have the
strength and flexibility to tailor a package
to fit your local business needs.

We care as much 
about you, as you care
about your business. 
Come to The Island!

Chula Vista Branch

619/591-7550
Imperial Beach Branch

619/656-7150
South Bay Branch

619/656-7273

myisland.com 
Branches countywide 

• Full range of business checking, including zero-balance and sweep accounts • Tiered money markets 
• Savings and certificates • Equipment leasing • Letters of credit • Business loans and credit lines • Commercial property loans 

• SBA and state - guaranteed loans • Online and phone banking • Online check images • ACH origination 
• Merchant credit card services • Drop boxes • Payroll services • Retirement, insurance and benefits plans

CA Insurance License #0719223
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GEOCON
Geotechnical Investigations
Feasibility Studies
Seismic/Liquefaction Analysis
Slope Stability Analysis
Geologic Hazard Reconnaissance
Fault Investigations
Environmental Site Assessments

Remediation Engineering
Soil Compaction Testing
Geotechnical Laboratory Testing
Concrete and Asphalt Testing

Risk Assessments

Success Built on Service

WWW.GEOCONINC.COM

G E O T E C H N I C A L E N V I R O N M E N T A L M A T E R I A L S

MURRIETA SAN BERNARDINO BURBANK BAKERSFIELD SACRAMENTO LIVERMORE RENO/LAKE TAHOE LAS VEGAS PORTLAND

SAN DIEGO HEADQUARTERS
(858) 558-6900

California
Murrieta

San Bernardino

Burbank

Sacramento

Livermore

California

Portland

Oregon

San Diego

Washington

Reno/Lake Tahoe

Nevada

Las Vegas

Bakersfield

Commercial
Communications
Energy
Industrial

Institutions
International
Miltary
Recreational

Residential
Transportation
Water Resources
Waterfront

Revitalized urban core, major
shopping mall to stimulate
investment in Chula Vista

Plans for a revitalized “urban core” in Chula Vista, as well as a shopping center
that could rival Fashion Valley, are capturing the imagination of business owners,
builders, restaurateurs and residents in South County’s largest city.

The city is in the final stages of updating its General Plan, a blueprint for how
the community will grow and develop over the next two decades. The urban core,
an integral part of this plan, is bordered by C Street to the north, L Street to the
south, Interstate 5 to the west and Del Mar Avenue.

“If we want to attract investment in our community, we need to set the table
with opportunity,” said Chula Vista Mayor Stephen Padilla.

“An urban core specific plan will help us accomplish our economic development
goals,” said Laurie Madigan, director of community development for Chula Vista.  

The urban core plan will set the ground rules for building size, architectural ele-
ments and public amenities.

Areas beyond the urban core are also attracting investment. Grading has begun
on a site that will feature the new Otay Ranch Town Center, a regional shopping
mall off Eastlake Parkway that will be anchored by three large department stores

Grading has begun for the Otay Ranch Town Center, an open-air, pedes-
trian-oriented shopping center anchored by three department stores.

East Otay Mesa
poised for progress

The county of San Diego has
been working steadily to posi-
tion East Otay Mesa as an ideal
place for the expansion of com-
panies in the region. The 3,374
acres in East Otay Mesa repre-
sent much of the remaining
commercial/industrial land in
the region.

In fact, there is no other loca-
tion with as much industrial-
zoned land.

In addition, a new power
plant is expected to come on-
line in 2008 and the completion
of state Route 125 is slated for
late 2006.

Currently an untapped
resource, East Otay Mesa is a
prime location for industry and
jobs — conveniently located
near an existing work force
living in south San Diego
County. The area provides an
added economic opportunity by
its location immediately adja-
cent to the international border.

The 2,007-acre western half of
the East Otay Mesa, known as
Subarea 1, is planned for heavy
and light industrial develop-
ment, commercial development
and technology/business park
locations.

Several exciting projects are in
the planning stages or already
under way, including two travel
plazas, industrial parks and
commercial retail.

“This is a prime location for a
biotech company transitioning
from research and development
to manufacturing, a commercial
enterprise ready to expand or
any business looking to capital-
ize on the international oppor-
tunity of this strategic location
along the U.S./Mexico border,”
said County Supervisor Greg
Cox.

For more information on East
Otay Mesa opportunities,
contact the office of Supervisor
Greg Cox at (619) 531-5511.

Among several outdoor activities like golf and cycling, the Port of San
Diego and Chula Vista boasts two harbor marinas from which to sail on
southern San Diego Bay. The harbor also includes an RV park, several
restaurants, the Chula Vista Yacht Club and two waterfront parks.

See Chula Vista on 14
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Workshop to provide tools for doing business in Mexico
As opportunities to do business in Mexico increase, so

does the need to learn the business and cultural etiquette
of our economic neighbors to the south.

South County Economic Development Council
(SCEDC) will sponsor a workshop Sept. 22 on this topic,
from 9 to 11 a.m. at the South County Career Center, 1111
Bay Blvd., in Chula Vista.

Participants will learn how to establish business rela-
tionships in Mexico, avoid cultural faux pas and discover
what a Mexican business card can tell you about a person.

The protocol for women and Mexican-Americans, in par-
ticular, will be addressed.

“Knowing the cultural subtleties can make or break a
business deal in Mexico and you improve your prospects
immensely by acquiring essential cultural tools,” said
Patrick Osio, instructor for the workshop, author of “The
Connection” monthly column for the San Diego
Metropolitan Magazine and editor of HispanicVista.com.

To register for the workshop or get more information,
call SCEDC, (619) 424-5143. 

South County
educators

continue to
make the grade

South County is continuing its long
tradition of educational excellence.
Just two months ago two South
County campuses earned
“Distinguished Schools” awards in the
20th annual California School
Recognition Program. 

East Lake High and Hilltop High,
both part of the Sweetwater District,
were second time winners.

Their honor brings to 20 the
number of distinguished schools
awards that Sweetwater Union High
School District sites have earned.
These 20 awards have gone to Bonita
Vista High, Bonita Vista Middle (three
times), Chula Vista Middle, Chula
Vista High (twice), Hilltop Middle,
Mar Vista Middle, Montgomery High,
Montgomery Middle, National City
Middle, Rancho del Rey Middle,
Southwest High, Southwest Middle
and Sweetwater High Schools, in addi-
tion to the two latest winners.

Both schools have earned the right
to boast of their distinguished status
for the next four years. To earn the top
nod, these schools had to demonstrate
the presence of a variety of telling ele-
ments, including high academic expec-
tations, collaborative school leadership
and varied teaching strategies. The
schools’ applications addressed seven
key areas: (1) vision, leadership and
standards; (2) student assessment; (3)
curriculum and instructional practices;
(4) teacher professionalism; (5) curric-
ular paths and academic guidance; (6)
student support services; and (7)
school culture and engaging the school
community.

Another repeat winner this spring
was Zenaide Rosario of the San Ysidro
School District who was named the
California State Bilingual Teacher of
the Year. This annual award from the
California Association of Bilingual
Educators is in recognition of her abil-
ities to motivate and inspire her stu-
dents and parents. 

Last year, Rosario received the 2004
California State Teacher of the Year
award, which put the tiny San Ysidro
School District on the map.

“With all the growth and investment
in quality of life, South County should
continue to capture these kinds of
awards for years to come,” said Ed
Lopez, president of the South County
Economic Development Council.

South County has long attracted
dedicated educational professionals. At
Southwestern College, the only public
institution of higher learning in the
area, more than 97 percent of the
faculty has advanced degrees.

Schools and teachers
repeat honors

See Educators on 14



City of San Diego

Local startup and expanding businesses,
particularly in South County, can get a
financial shot in the arm with four loan
and tax- saving programs available
through the city of San Diego.

The loan programs provide assistance to
small businesses for new construction,
rehabilitation, equipment purchases and
working capital. Each program is
designed to improve economically dis-
tressed areas, increase the number of
businesses and, consequently, create new
jobs and raise incomes.

The $500,000 Metro Regional
Revolving Loan Fund offers loans ranging
from $25,000 to $150,000 to businesses
located in targeted areas of the city of San
Diego. Business owners have three to
seven years to pay back the loan.

National City, Imperial Beach, Chula
Vista and San Diego matched a $1.5
million grant from the U.S. Economic
Development Administration to create the
Regional Revolving Loan Fund. Small
businesses located in designated econom-
ically distressed areas of the four cities
contributing to the fund can qualify for
loans from $150,000 to $750,000.
Payback terms are three to seven years.

The South County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC) is collabo-
rating with the city of San Diego to stimu-
late interest in the award- winning
Storefront Improvement Program (SIP).
Established in 1986, the program pro-
vides small busi-
nesses with rebates
up to $5,000 to assist
with eligible store-
front renovation
costs. The SIP has
been instrumental in
helping improve
more than 300 build-
ing facades in older
commercial areas. By
providing rebates
and architectural
design assistance,
this public- private
partnership has lever-
aged more than $3.5 million in private
investment to rejuvenate neighborhood
commercial districts.

Businesses can receive significant tax
savings by increasing investment in opera-
tions within the South Bay Enterprise Zone
and the Metropolitan Enterprise Zone.

These are areas created by the state of
California to stimulate business investments
in economically distressed areas and
increase job opportunities. Participating
businesses can benefit from sales tax
credits, hiring credits, accelerated depreci-

ation deductions.
Lenders can receive a
deduction on the net
interest earned from
loans made to enter-
prise zone busi-
nesses.

Investments total-
ing $463 million
have been made
within the two
regional enterprise
zones. The South
Bay Enterprise Zone
was recently
expanded into the

cities of Chula Vista and National City.
For more information on these pro-

grams, call the city of San Diego’s
Community and Economic Development
Department at (619) 533-4233 or the
South County Economic Development
Council at (619) 424-5143.

Loan and tax- saving programs give small businesses economic boost

Businesses can receive
significant tax savings by
increasing investment in

operations within the
South Bay Enterprise Zone.
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Tourism fuels economic development in Coronado
Tourism is a powerful engine for economic development in Coronado

and city leaders clearly recognize it.
To ensure that this segment of the local economy remains strong, the

city has partnered with the Coronado Historical Association (CHA) to
operate a visitor center and museum as well as develop historical preser-
vation programs.

“A significant part of Coronado’s economic development lies in our
appeal as a tourist destination,” said Tony Peña, director of community
development for the city. “Our support helps drive programs that fuel the
tourism machine, generating revenue for local businesses and the city.”

The city’s partnership has also helped CHA kick-start a new historical
preservation program called Keep It In Coronado, which focuses on sal-
vaging unique and historical architectural elements from homes or
buildings slated for demolition.  

Structures older than 75 years old must be reviewed by the city’s
Historic Resource Commission before a demolition permit can be
issued. The process allows CHA to identify and remove architecturally
unique windows, doors, hardware, pedestal sinks and other elements
that the homeowner donates, thus gaining a tax deduction. CHA plans
to offer the pieces to homeowners who want to add an historic flair to
existing or new homes.

“It’s truly a win-win for homeowners and the community,” said Page
Harrington, executive director of CHA. 

The Hotel del Coronado has been a landmark destination for over 100
years.

Leaders rally behind new slogan
South County business and

city leaders, unified in a desire
to more effectively brand the
region, have adopted a new
slogan — Live,
Work, Dream.

“We want
others to realize
what we already
know, that South
County is not only
a great place to
live and grow
your career, but
also a place where
you can make
your dreams
happen,” said
Tom Tourtellott,
chair of the South
County Economic
Development Council’s market-
ing committee that spearheaded
the slogan effort.

A logo was created to comple-

ment the slogan and a plan
developed to urge South County
businesses and community
organizations to feature it

prominently in
their organiza-
tion materials
and Web sites.

“So many of
South County’s
attributes are
unknown to
people outside
the area,” said
Tourtellott, who
works in Chula
Vista. “Live,
Work, Dream
gives us a plat-
form from which
to raise our

profile in terms of economic
development, housing, trans-
portation and cultural
vibrancy.”

Imperial Beach Pier

Beautiful sunsets, ocean fishing and great sand are some of the
reasons people return to Imperial Beach and its pier time and again.
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Imperial Beach dives into second
year of renovation, reinvestment

The city of Imperial Beach is
heading into its second year of
unprecedented renovation and rein-
vestment with increased activity levels.

In 2004, the city’s community
development department issued
permits for 49 new detached and
attached units, 23 of which were new
single-family homes. Condo conver-
sions hit at an all time high with 37
projects. In 2005, the volume remains
strong. One noteworthy condo-
minium complex currently under con-
struction at 690 Ocean Lane has four
Mediterranean-style residences. 

“Residents are removing existing
structures and building new homes
from the ground up and our commu-
nity is showing vitality,” said Mayor
Diane Rose.  

Mixed-use projects are an emerging
trend, especially in the Old Palm
Avenue district. The Imperial Beach
City Council will consider a project at
201 Palm Ave. that will feature 1,500
square feet of retail space and three
residential units above that range
from 1,906 square feet to 2,074 square
feet. 

The attractive, regionally inspired,
contemporary architecture features

Artist rendering of 201 Palm, courtesy of Galvin-Cristilli Architects. The
design includes 1,500 square feet of retail space and three upper-level res-
idential units.
copper roofs and façade and varied
roof heights. The architects attempted
to maximize ocean views and fit into
the neighborhood. Once approved,
construction is scheduled to start this
summer. 

Another mixed-use project expected
to go to City Council is located at 221
Old Palm that has commercial space
and eight residential units.

See Imperial Beach on 14

Low-interest
business loans
help stimulate
economy

Low-interest loans from the
South County Economic
Development Council remain
available to small businesses
interested in expanding their
operations and creating jobs. 

“Small businesses are the back-
bone of our local economy and
deserve our support,” said Ed
Lopez, president of SCEDC. “We
want to be a catalyst for business
expansion and job creation.”

SCEDC provides the loans
through a grant from the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services and locally via
Community Development Block
Grants from the cities of National
City and Chula Vista. The loan
pool has been further augmented
by grants from San Diego
National Bank ($10,000) and
Union Bank of California
($5,000). 

Over the years, SCEDC has pro-
vided low-interest loans in excess

See Loans on 12 



10 THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2005 • South County: Live. Work. Dream. • THE DAILY TRANSCRIPT

Downtown National City
to add signature project

The city of National City, in the midst of an economic development renais-
sance, has announced plans to build a new residential/retail complex downtown.

Park Village, to be built between 11th Street and Plaza Boulevard and stretch
out to Roosevelt Avenue, will include 200 housing units for rent and purchase,
including 12 work-live homes. More than 14,000 square feet of retail space is
planned with parking for nearly 400 vehicles.

“Park Village will be a signature structure for National City’s downtown
skyline,” said Nick Inzunza, mayor of National City. “It will attract new invest-
ment in our community and continue to transform our city in positive ways.”

The developer of the project is Beauchamp Family Trust. The architect is
Felhman-Labar.

A rendering of Park Village, a residential and retail complex planned for
dowtown National City.

The Education Village, which is part of the Higher Education Center
at National City, consists of two facilities and one parking structure
that make up the 3.4-acre site. Part of a collaborative effort with the
San Diego County Office of Education and the City of National City,
the Education Village is expected to make higher education more
accessible to South County residents and spur revitalization of
National City’s downtown area. 

Education Village

CHULA 
VISTA

5

805

 EASTLAKE 

PARKW
AY

SH
OW

RO
OM

 

PL
AC

E

FENTON STREET

OTAY LAKES ROADTELEGRAPH CANYON RD.

Map not to scale

SR 
125

A Development by
International Real Estate

L O C A T I O N M A R K E T  P R O F I L E

S H O W R O O M  P L A C E
C H U L A  V I S T A
C A L I F O R N I A

Immediate access to
Highway 125 

C E N T E R  I N F O R M A T I O N

SITE 36 ACRES

BUILDING AREA 450,000 SQ. FT.

PARKING SPACES 1,488

CONSTRUCTION PHASES 2

ARCHITECT WARE MALCOMB

DEVELOPER INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

FOR INFORMATION CALL MIKE VOGT AT 
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

619-661-6681
MIKE@IRE-USA.COM
WWW.IRE-USA.COM

P O P U L AT I O N  ( 1 0  M I L E )
1 . 2  M I L L I O N ,  e s t .

Plan/Information may be incomplete and/or inaccurate and no representation or warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy or adequacy regarding such 
information is made by the project, property manager or any of their respective partners, directors, officers, employees or agents.

H O U S E H O L D S
2 6 5 , 0 0 0 ,  e s t .

AV G . H H . I N C O M E
$ 8 5 , 0 0 0 ,  e s t .

E A S T L A K E  D E S I G N  D I S T R I C T

International Real Estate redefines the home improvement shopping experience with 
San Diego’s largest master-planned design district. The Eastlake Design District will consist 
of approximately 450,000 square feet of the finest furniture, home accessories and home

improvement showrooms located in the heart of one of the fastest growing cities in the nation.

Central Food Court Area

Eastlake Design District 
is the only design center
south of Interstate 8 
serving an area with a
population of more 
than 1.2 million

Prominent signage opportunities 
available for major tenants.

Otay Lakes Road will carry approximately
34,000 cars per day at buildout.

Approximately 23,000 new 
residential units planned in
area at build out.

Tijuana residents
spend an estimated
$3 billion annually
in San Diego
County. 

National spending on home improvements
are growing faster than both expenditures
on new homes and the gross national
product and are expected to reach $250
billion by 2007.

N E I G H B O R H O O D  
P O I N T S  O F  D I S T I N C T I O N

• Planned Regional Mall

• Olympic Training Center

• COORS Amphitheater

• Nearly one million square feet of 
new stores, restaurants and shops - 
100% occupied

• 1,500 acre university campus planned

FA C T S

• Chula Vista is the seventh fastest growing city in the country.

• An established retail hub along Otay Lakes Road already serves as a shopping magnet with popular national chains such 
as Target, Lowe’s, Office Depot, Kohl’s and approximately 685,000 square feet of other retailers and restaurants.

• SR 125, scheduled for completion October 2006, will make Eastlake (Chula Vista) the center of South County. 10 minutes
from East County and 10 minutes from Otay Mesa/Tijuana.

• Chula Vista is providing more than one third of all new homes built in San Diego County.

• Chula Vista’s population of over 200,000 has increased by 30,000 in less than 4 years.

Distinctive 
architecture of 
steel and glass 
store fronts.

O t a y  L a k e s  R o a d

5 1 %  O F  M A L E S  O V E R 2 5  A R E  
C O L L E G E  G R A D U AT E S  e s t .

F e n t o n S t r e e t
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Sedan, SUV, pickup, compact, when we say whatever, we mean whatever. New or used, Mile
of Cars has the largest selection of vehicles in San Diego, period. And all of our used cars,
come with clear titles, financing options, and dealer-backed warranties, none of which is open
to interpretation.

Exit Mile of Cars Way off the I-5. There’s no bigger, better, or easier place to find your next
new or used vehicle.

Ron Baker Chevrolet/Isuzu • Ball Honda/Mitsubishi/Acura/GMC • Frank Hyundai • Frank Scion • Frank Toyota
Jack Harrison Buick / Pont iac / Suzuki  •  McCune Chrys ler / Jeep • Mossy Nissan • Perry  Ford
San Diego Dodge • Saturn of National City • South Bay Volkswagen • South County Volvo • Westcott Mazda/Kia

WHATEVER YOU SEE,  WE’VE GOT IT .

The Shops at Las Americas expansion revitalizes San Ysidro
Additional steps in creating a world-class gateway between the cities of San

Diego and Tijuana continued recently with the expansion of The Shops at Las
Americas redevelopment project.  

The opening of the final phase of The Shops at Las Americas shopping complex,
located within the San Ysidro Redevelopment Project Area, added 30 high-end
retail shops to the center, serving as a catalyst for additional commercial and res-
idential redevelopment plans to benefit citizens on both sides of the border.

Concurrent with the opening, a successful job fair was held to fill up to 300 job
openings at the complex.

The expansion, built by the development teams of JER Partners and Douglas
Wilson Companies, is located on a 15-acre site and provides an additional 189,000
square feet of shopping to the existing 370,000 square feet of commercial and
retail space.  

The Shops at Las Americas is a festive, binational village that celebrates a col-
orful, multicultural experience where locals and visitors are welcomed by region-
ally inspired Spanish Colonial architecture. More than 100 major brand retailers
and a variety of dining and entertainment options are featured, with Nieman
Marcus, Ralph Lauren, Coach and Kenneth Cole retail outlets among the new
stores now available to shoppers and tourists.  

“With more retail opportunities available to the public, the Shops at Las
Americas will help drive San Diegans and visitors from both sides of the border to
this world-class facility, creating more jobs and improving businesses in San
Ysidro,” said Hank Cunningham, assistant executive director of the city’s redevel-
opment agency and director of the city’s community and economic development
department. “The city looks forward to working with the San Ysidro community
and developers to bring additional redevelopment projects, including much-
needed affordable housing opportunities, to improve and revitalize this historic
neighborhood.”

The Shops at Las Americas is part of the proposed International Gateway of the
Americas; a mixed-use entertainment and cultural village along the American
side of the U.S.-Mexico border designed to revitalize the San Ysidro community
and border crossing. The completed project will include new customs facilities, a
pedestrian bridge, retail stores, offices, hotel and entertainment areas and resi-
dential housing.

Additional progress in San Ysidro is expected to unfold with the Las Ventanas

The final phase of The Shops at Las Americas, located within the San
Ysidro Redevelopment Project Area, added 30 high-end retail shops to the
center. More than 100 major brand retailers, like Bass and Banana
Republic, and a variety of dining and entertainment options are featured.

del Mundo Redevelopment Project, a mixed-use development that will replace a
blighted two-acre site at the corner of San Ysidro and Beyer boulevards.

The City of San Diego’s Redevelopment Agency is currently in discussions with
a developer to build out the project, which will include approximately 300 con-
dominiums, 50,000 square feet of commercial space, an 80-room hotel and
underground parking. 

For more information about the San Ysidro Redevelopment Project Area,
contact the Redevelopment Agency, Community and Economic Development
Department at (619) 533-4233 or visit the city’s Web site at
www.sandiego.gov/redevelopment-agency. 

The Shops at Las Americas is part of the proposed International Gateway of
the Americas, a mixed-use entertainment and cultural village along the
American side of the U.S.-Mexico border. 
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES
SR 125 South Project

Project: State Route 125 (SR 125) South is a two-stage project that consists of constructing
approximately 12.5 miles of new highway from State Route 54 near the Sweetwater
Reservoir to State Route 905 in Otay Mesa near the International border.  

Prime Contractor: Otay River Constructors (ORC), a Joint Venture of Washington Group
International, Inc. and Fluor Daniel, a Division of Fluor Enterprises, Inc., is requesting
letters of interest from Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) contractors to join our
construction team on the SR 125 South Toll Road Project for California Transportation
Ventures, Inc. (Owner).

Scopes of Work: Requests for Proposals for the following scopes of work will be
distributed as needed throughout the Project:

ORC is an Equal Opportunity Employer and it is our policy to encourage and seek the
participation of disadvantaged business enterprises.  ORC will provide assistance in
obtaining bonding (contractors whom are deemed bondable will be bonded at no cost).
ORC will provide liability insurance.
State and Federal prevailing wages apply.  Subcontractors shall comply with all California
Labor Code or Federal requirements, which include but are not limited to, Title 49 Part 26
(Participation by Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) in Department of
Transportation Financial Assistance Programs), the employment of apprentices, hours of
labor, retention of payroll records and submission of certified payroll.

Contact: Interested parties shall submit by mail, fax or e-mail a letter of interest briefly
outlining the area of work desired.  This is a design-build project, and therefore specific
scopes of work will be provided and details further discussed as design progresses.  

Please send letters of interest to Otay River Constructors, Attn: Marc Thalheimer, 2014 ½
Olympic Parkway, Chula Vista, CA 91915, or fax to 619-397-7501 or email to
marc.thalheimer@wgint.com

DISADVANTAGED BUSINESSES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO CONTACT US! 

DBE GOAL FOR THIS PROJECT IS 15%.

• CONCRETE PAVING STRIPING

• GUARD RAIL

• BARRIER RAIL

• CONCRETE PAINTING & STAINING

• SIGNAGE

• LANDSCAPING

• TOLL FACILITIES

• CIDH (CONCRETE CAISSONS)

• RETAINING AND SOUND WALLS 

• ELECTRICAL

• UTILITIES

• UNDER DRAINS

• DELINEATORS

• INLETS & GRATES

  
    

  

Economic, recreational enhancements on tidelands benefit South County
A new marina in National City,

the christening of a new transporta-
tion vessel and a revitalized Chula
Vista waterfront are just some of the
exciting developments occurring in
the Port of San Diego’s south bay
tideland areas.  

These projects promise to bring
additional recreational opportuni-
ties and economic enhancements to
port cities, attracting new visitors,
businesses and residents.

The Port of San Diego and city of
National City are looking forward to
the completion of a new 250-slip
marina on the National City
bayfront. Located at the mouth of
the Sweetwater Channel where it
meets San Diego Bay, the marina’s
landside developments will feature
buildings with historical touches
that complement the area’s past
links to the railroad and maritime
industries.  Elements such as wood
siding and railroad ties will be incor-
porated to emulate Frank Kimball’s
original National City wharf in 1886.  

When completed, the marina will
create a new front door to the city of
National City and emphasize both
its history and proximity to nature
preserves. It also will balance
National City waterfront’s industrial
image. 

Industry is important for any city
to thrive, and the Port’s National

Pasha recently christened its latest vessel, the Jeanne Ann, which will
provide transportation services for automobiles and heavy equipment
traveling from Hawaii to San Diego.

City Marine Terminal adds a huge
economic boost to the area. Pasha
Services, one of the Port’s largest
South Bay tenants, contributes to
the entire county’s economy by
importing more than 300,000 vehi-
cles annually. These vehicles are
shipped to automobile dealers in
San Diego and the Southwest. Pasha
recently celebrated the christening
of its latest vessel, the Jeanne Ann,

which will provide transportation
services for automobiles and heavy
equipment traveling from Hawaii to
San Diego.  

In addition to vehicles, the Port
receives imports of lumber and
heavy lift equipment at National
City Marine Terminal. Vessels utiliz-
ing the Port’s terminal services pay
dockage fees and rental space to the
Port, revenue that is eventually

passed on to the member cities in
the form of infrastructure improve-
ments.  

The Chula Vista bayfront will
undergo a transformation over the
next few years as the Chula Vista
Bayfront Master Plan takes shape.
The Port, the city of Chula Vista and
the private development firm
Pacifica Companies are partnering
in this effort to redevelop 550 acres
of waterfront. Two different scenar-
ios are being studied that involve a
mix of commercial and residential
development. Envisioned are
approximately 570,000 square feet
of retail space, 1.4 million square
feet of leased office space and hotels
totaling 950 rooms.  

In addition, 200 acres of land will
be dedicated to parks and other
public improvements.

Based on financial forecasts, the
redevelopment over a period of 25
years is expected to generate rev-
enues of $170 million to $190
million for the Port, $25 million to
$35 million for the city of Chula
Vista and $65 million to $95 million
for the city’s redevelopment agency. 

Projects like these are just a small
example of how the Port of San
Diego contributes to South County
cities. By balancing the roles of eco-

See Economic on 14

of $1.2 million to South County
businesses.

“We applaud South County
EDC for its commitment to
provide needed capital for busi-
nesses which help them expand
and create new jobs in our com-
munity,” said Enrique Melgar,
vice president and Chula Vista
branch manager for San Diego
National Bank as well as member

and past president of SCEDC.
Kathy Patoff, foundation/com-

munity development officer for
Union Bank of California added,
“We’re committed to investing in
communities where we do busi-
ness. We are proud to support the
SCEDC’s revolving loan fund
because it generates economic
opportunities — jobs and invest-
ment — for residents and business
alike.”

Loans 
Continued from Page 9
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• Chula Vista's 4th 
Annual Pet Fest and    
Doggy Dash
Saturday, June 25, 
from 8am to 1pm
Memorial Park
Featuring a 2-mile    
run/walk, demonstra-   
tions, on-site adop-       
tions, pet contests, 
and more!  
All proceeds benefit    
the Chula Vista Animal   
Care Facility.

• Third Avenue Village 
Farmers Market
Every Thursday from 
3 to 7pm
Center Street off 
Third Avenue
Featuring farm fresh    
produce and flowers,   
international cuisine,   
and handcrafted 
items.

• Music in the Park   
Summer Concert   
Series
Thursdays in July and
August, 5:30-7 pm 
Memorial Park

For more information,
call 619.422.1982

or visit 
www.chulavistaevents.org.

Transportation routes vital to
South County’s economic prosperity

Good progress is being made on
two major transportation projects
important to South County’s eco-
nomic development and lifestyle
improvement.

The opening of state Route 125,
just 16 months away, will directly
link Otay Mesa and Chula Vista with
La Mesa and Spring Valley by con-
necting state Route 54 with state
Route 905 near the international
border. The 9-mile, four-lane, toll
road is expected to reduce commute
times and relieve traffic congestion
on area freeways and some surface
streets.

“SR-125 will improve regional
mobility in South County and access
for residents and businesses to
employment centers on both sides of
the border,” said Ed Lopez, presi-
dent of South County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC).
“Additionally, this route will help
facilitate the movement of commer-
cial goods from the border to points
north.”

Scott Alevy, incoming president of
SCEDC echoed the significance of
SR-125.

“This is an important link for the
businesses in Otay Mesa,” Alevy

said. “This freeway will support bi-
national commerce, while offering
additional access to South County
residents.”

SR-125 has been part of the state’s
planned freeway system since 1959
and part of the Regional

State Route 125 will provide new access for existing and new homeowners
in the South County. McMillin Homes, a Corky McMillin Company, has
built thousands of homes in communities in Chula Vista, contributing to
the economic growth of the region.

See Transportation on 14

Transportation Plan, which estab-
lishes the region’s 20-year trans-
portation plan based on population
and employment projections, since
1984.

Otay International Center

Currently an untapped resource, East Otay Mesa is a great location
for industry and jobs. According to County Supervisor Greg Cox, this
is a prime location for a biotech company transitioning from research
and development to manufacturing, a commercial enterprise ready to
expand,  or any business looking to capitalize on the international
opportunity of this strategic location along the U.S./Mexico border.
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BordersFASHION WITHOUT

THE SHOPS AT LAS AMERICAS 
is San Diego's newest and largest fashion outlet center with more than 

100 designer name brand stores featuring California's fi rst Neiman Marcus 

Last Call, Coach Factory, Polo Ralph Lauren Factory Store, BCBG Max 

Azria, Ann Taylor Factory Store and many more. Stroll through charming 

courtyards to experience unique shopping and dining at The Shops at Las 

Americas. Only 20 minutes from downtown San Diego.

It's Fashion Without Borders and savings you can't afford to miss!

 Take I-805 or I-5 South Freeways to Camino de la Plaza

619.934.8400 • www.lasamericas.com  

SDdailytranscript2.indd   1 6/20/2005   6:47:02 PM

“SR-125 is long overdue,” Chula
Vista Mayor Steve Padilla said. “This
transportation corridor is vital to
Chula Vista’s future. We’re pleased
its opening is on the near horizon.” 

The road is a $639 million
project of California Transporta-
tion Ventures.  

Further south, community
leaders are working to secure the
necessary funding to extend SR-

905 from I-805 to the future SR-
125 junction west of Brown Field.

Several San Diego legislators —
Denise Moreno Ducheny,
Christine Kehoe, Shirley Horton
and Juan Vargas, have banded
together to request that the
California Transportation Commi-
ssion allocate funds for right-of-
way purchases. The legislators
argue that buying the land now
would go a long way toward avoid-

ing cost escalations and facilitate
the construction of SR-905.  

CalTrans is currently evaluating
different construction alternatives,
such as building a six-lane highway
with one intersection (La Media
Road) or building a four-lane
highway with limited intersec-
tions. Different alternatives will
depend on the different funding
allocations from the federal gov-
ernment and possibly local devel-

Transportation
Continued from Page 13

Chula Vista
Continued from Page 3

and include more than 100 shops, a
bookstore, specialty market and two
sporting goods stores.

Unlike a traditional mall, Otay
Ranch Town Center is defined as a
“lifestyle” complex — an open-air,
pedestrian-oriented shopping experi-
ence with two large plazas.

Imperial Beach
Continued from Page 9

“We envision Old Palm Avenue as a
pedestrian-friendly neighborhood as
we move forward with redevelop-
ment,” Rose said. “The city has a
façade improvement program ear-
marked for the area.”  

The city council will look at several
other significant development pro-
jects in the coming months at 9th and
Palm Avenue and along Seacoast
Drive. The city is also working with
Pacifica Companies to build a new
80-room hotel at the current site of
the Seacoast Inn. 

Economic
Continued from Page 12

nomic engine, environmental
steward and provider of recreational
opportunities, the Port will ensure
that these valuable resources con-
tinue to thrive.

opment impact fees. Some funding
may become available through the
2004 Proposition A half-cent sales
tax extension (TransNet), but
these dollars are not expected to
hit the streets before 2009.

“We need to be persistent in
getting commitment to this
important bi-national trade corri-
dor,” Alevy said. “It’s vital to the
continued growth and economic
development of South County.”

“The caliber of instructors we have
here at Southwestern College cannot
be matched,” said superintendent/
president Norma Hernandez. “They
strive to personally influence each
and every student.” 

With such a commitment to educa-
tional excellence, it’s not surprising
that High Tech High recently made
an important announcement con-
cerning South County. Earlier this
month officials unveiled their plan to
open a new high school campus
focusing on environmental studies in
Chula Vista in 2008.

South County Economic
Development Council thanks the edu-
cators in South County and the many
people growing our future work force.

Educators
Continued from Page 4
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For more information contact:
South County Economic Development Council

South County Economic Development Council
presents

15th Annual Economic Summit

South County: Expanding Economic,
Cultural and International Opportunities

Friday, October 14th, 2005
8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Save 
the

Date

Sponsorship Packages

Now Available!

LIVE
W  O  R  K

DREAM

LIVE
W  O  R  K

DREAM

SouthSouthCountyCounty

CONSEJO DE DEARROLLO 
ECONOMICO DE TIJUANA, A.C.

For more information and the 
lastest updates visit our website at 

www.sandiegosouth.com

Phone: (619) 424-5143
Fax: (619) 424-5738

South County Economic Development Council Contact Number: (619) 424 - 5143                                 www.sandiegosouth.com 

Name Web site Phone number

Bonita Business and Professional Association http://www.bonitacalifornia.org (619) 472-0033

Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce http://www.chulavistachamber.org (619) 420-6603

Coronado Chamber of Commerce http://www.coronadochamber.com (619) 435-9260

Imperial Beach Chamber of Commerce http://www.ib-chamber.com (619) 424-3151

National City Chamber of Commerce http://www.nationalcitychamber.org (619) 477-9339

Otay Mesa Chamber of Commerce http://www.otaymesa.org (619) 661-6111

San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce http://www.sdchamber.org (619) 544-1300

San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce http://www.sanysidrochamber.org (619) 428-1281

South County Chambers of Commerce

City Population Size Web site

Chula Vista 216,612 33,024 acres http://www.ci.chula-vista.ca.us

Coronado 26,459 7.4 square miles http://www.coronado.ca.us

Imperial Beach 27,779 4.5 square miles http://www.cityofib.com

National City 63,000 9.2 square miles http://www.ci.national-city.ca.us

San Diego 1.29 million 343 square miles http://www.sandiego.gov/

South County Cities By the Numbers

The South County Economic Development Council wishes to express their appreciation to
The Corky McMillin Companies for their generous support of this special section.



JASMINE 
2,274 - 2,895 Sq. Ft.

From the high $600,000s
619/ 216-7312

FAIRHAVEN
2,423 - 3,617 Sq. Ft.

From the mid $800,000s
619/ 397-7958

HOMES YOU LOVE.
PLACES YOU WANT TO BE.

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST.

No builder in San Diego County knows what you’re looking

for in a home better than we do. Since 1960, McMillin has earned 

a reputation for building not just homes of exceptional quality, but

also distinctive natural settings that offer wonderful opportunities

for active families.

Today, stretching

from San Diego’s

South County to

Temecula, our

sought-after,

master-planned

communities

feature beautifully-designed residences that reflect McMillin’s

proud tradition of fine craftsmanship. If you’re looking for

something special, a McMillin home is the perfect place to start.

Prices subject to change.

QUINTESSA at Rolling Hills Ranch
G R A N D O P E N I N G

3,189 - 4,371 Sq. Ft. • From the low $1,000,000s • 619/ 271-5035

L Street

Tele
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phCanyon Rd. Otay Lake
s Rd.Otay Lakes Rd

La Media
Rd.

Palomar St.

N

Santa Venetia St.

ROLLING�
HILLS�

RANCH

MCMILLIN LOMASŁ
VERDES

��

Rolling Hills Ranch

McMillin Lomas Verdes

SIENNA
2,359 - 3,617 Sq. Ft.

From the mid $700,000s
619/ 216-4803


